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Introduction & Chair Activities

The Department of Pediatrics at UT Southwestern Medical 
Center has three major missions:

and adolescents who seek care or are referred to us from North 

George Lister, M.D.
Professor and Chairman of Pediatrics
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Faculty
George Lister, M.D.



Introduction & Chair Activities

Julio Pérez Fontán, M.D.

M. Douglas Baker, M.D.
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Faculty Recognition

Class of 2009 for MS4

Class of 2010 for MS3

Class of 2011 for MS2

Class of 2012 for MS1

D Magazine
Texas Monthly

Twenty-eight junior faculty have received mentored research training awards in the past 

14 from K12 Clinical Scholars Program
  3 from K12 Pediatric Scientist Development Program
  1 from K12 Critical Care Scientist Development Program
10 from K08 Mentored Scientist Awards
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Collaborative Partnerships

Collaborative Partnership with Premier Facilities

The UT Southwestern Department of Pediatrics offers enhanced opportunities through its close association 
with three premier teaching institutions:

Children’s Medical Center

Parkland Health & Hospital System

Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children

In conjunction with UT Southwestern, there is access to 
state-of-the-art facilities and emerging technologies to 
provide the highest standard of care for patients.

The University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas
Ranked among the top academic medical centers in the world, the UT Southwestern includes among its 
faculty four Nobel Prize winners, 40 physicians and researchers elected as presidents of their national 
specialty associations, and three-fourths of Texas’ medical members of the National Academy of Sciences 

the Southwest, serving as a major referral center for patients with complex diseases and providing care for 
nearly 97,000 total inpatient visits and approximately 1.7 million outpatient visits annually. A premier research 
institution pioneering breakthroughs in cardiovascular disease, cancer, neurosciences and women’s health, 
UT Southwestern offers an unsurpassed pediatric heart disease program in association with Children’s that 

Children’s Medical Center Dallas
Children’s is one of the largest pediatric providers in the 
nation and is ranked in the Top 30 of “America’s Best 
Children’s Hospitals” by U.S. News & World Report. As 
the primary pediatric teaching facility for UT Southwestern, 
Children’s is the only academic hospital in North Texas 
dedicated exclusively to the comprehensive care of 

360,000 visits each year. The referral hospital provides 
care in more than 50 pediatric subspecialties, ranking 15th 
in cancer care, 26th in digestive disorders, 22nd in heart 
and heart surgery and 23rd in neurology and neurosurgery. 
Children’s is a major pediatric kidney, liver, intestine, heart 

and bone marrow transplant center, and has the only designated Level I trauma center for pediatrics in the 

region’s pediatric population growth through the opening of a second campus north of Dallas.

11



Children’s Medical Center 
Legacy

Children’s Dallas and serves the growing number of 
families north of Dallas and beyond. The medical staff 
includes specialists from UT Southwestern, providing a 
vast base of talent and knowledge, with services offered in 

ear/nose/throat, eating disorders, endocrinology, maternal 
fetal medicine, sleep disorders, sports medicine and 
urology. The new facility includes four state-of-the-art 
operating rooms, 24/7 emergency services and full-
service laboratory, pharmacy and imaging services. 

Parkland Health & Hospital 
System 
For the 16th-consecutive year, U.S. News & World 
Report has named Parkland Health & Hospital System 
one of “America’s Best Hospitals.” Parkland’s legacy of 

Center in the region with 62 percent of trauma cases in 
Dallas County treated at Parkland. Today the hospital 
offers Centers of Excellence in burns, cancer, cardiology, 
endocrinology, epilepsy, gastroenterology, orthopedics, 
spinal cord injuries, trauma, and women and infants.  The 
Parkland Burn Center is the second largest civilian center 

in the United States and is regarded as among the best.  A 90-bed Level III Neonatal Care Unit provides 
the most skilled health professionals and state-of-the-art tools and equipment for 1,200 severely premature 
infants and neonates annually.  More than 50 percent of the doctors in North Texas have obtained formal  
training at Parkland. From the poor and homeless to the wealthy, Parkland’s main hospital, 11 community 
health centers, 11 youth and family centers, nine women’s clinics and four mobile healthcare vans treat one 
of the largest and most diverse composition of patients in the area.

Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for
Children
TSHRC is one of the nation’s leading pediatric centers 
for the treatment of orthopedic conditions, certain related 
neurological disorders and learning disorders such as 

hospital provided care for more than 40,100 clinic visits 
and performed 2,153 surgeries in 2009. The medical 
breakthroughs and new technologies developed through 
TSHRC’s research efforts, including the discovery of the 

impact the lives of children worldwide.
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Education

Medical Student

Resident

Fellow 
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Soumya Adhikari, M.D., Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at UT 
Southwestern Medical Center and Director of the Pediatric Clerkship, 
completed his residency at UT Southwestern/Children’s Medical Center 
in 2004 and then pursued subspecialty training in pediatric endocrinology 
through a fellowship at UT Southwestern.  During his fellowship, Dr. 
Adhikari became involved in clinical research in diabetes, leading 
Children’s involvement in the Type 1 Diabetes TrialNet, a consortium 
of research centers around the world collaborating on studies aimed at 
the eventual cure or prevention of type 1 diabetes.  He has authored or 
co-authored two peer-reviewed manuscripts related to his work within 
the past year.  Dr. Adhikari earned his Bachelor of Science degree at 
the University of Florida in Gainesville in 1996 and received his medical 
degree from the University of Miami School of Medicine in 2001.

Medical Student Education
As one of four medical schools in the University of Texas system, UT Southwestern accepts approximately 
230-240 students annually.  The education of these students remains one of the core missions of the 
Department of Pediatrics.  A solid foundation in childhood health and illness has long been recognized as one 
of the central components of a well-rounded medical education, and the department strives to offer students 
the opportunity to explore the full breadth of pediatric medical care through their many programs.

At the center of these offerings is the core clerkship in Pediatrics for third-year medical students at UT 
Southwestern. This required element of the medical curriculum consists of an eight-week rotation through the 
many care units housed at Children’s, in addition to select locations at Parkland Health & Hospital System 

week rotation, students spend four weeks on the inpatient service units at Children’s and another four weeks 
in various outpatient settings. The inpatient experience is aligned to maximize student participation in all 
aspects of patient care: students spend two weeks of their 
time on a general pediatrics ward and two weeks on one of 
the hospital’s subspecialty wards.  The outpatient experience 
provides trainees a one-week exposure to neonatal care at 
the newborn nursery in Parkland, two weeks of ambulatory 
experience focused in the Medical Student Clinic, and the 

a private general pediatrician in the Dallas community.  This 
latter week provides students a unique perspective into the 
provision of care outside of a traditional academic teaching 
environment.

In the Medical Student Clinic (MSC), third-year students 
work directly with attending physicians from the faculty of 
the Department of Pediatrics at UT Southwestern and with local pediatricians who volunteer their time. 
Knowing that patients who present to MSC will only be seen by them and their attending physician provides 
students a higher level of responsibility than in many other aspects of their 3rd year training.  During these 
two weeks, students also rotate through many of the subspecialty care clinics located throughout the hospital 
to gain exposure to the full breadth of specialized care provided by staff physicians.

Soumya Adhikari, M.D.
Assistant Professor

Director, Pediatric Clerkship
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Education

A full curriculum based on the core competencies as published by the Council on Medical Student Education 
in Pediatrics (COMSEP) is taught through bedside clinical supervision, daily rounds, in addition to various 
didactic sessions and interactive case-based discussions facilitated by faculty in nearly all the divisions in 
the Department of Pediatrics. The entire curriculum is reviewed on an ongoing basis based on feedback from 
medical school faculty, national regulatory agencies and students themselves. Students rotating through 
the core clerkship continue to outpace national averages on standardized assessments. For the 2008-2009 
academic year, UT Southwestern students scored four points above the national average for comparable 
pediatric clerkships on the National Board of Medical Examiners subject exam in Pediatrics.

to meet individual learning goals. Whether students want to gain a more in-depth exposure to pediatric 
subspecialties in preparation for an eventual career in pediatrics or just to strengthen their foundation in 
caring for children in advance of another career path, the department offers numerous opportunities to fourth-
year students through the facilities at Children’s and Parkland. Students can immerse themselves in acute/
intensive care experiences via rotations in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, the Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit, Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit and Pediatric Emergency Medicine.

Extended experiences in any of the various subspecialty 
clinics including Pediatric Hematology-Oncology, Nephrology, 
Gastroenterology, Endocrinology and others are available for 
fourth-year students as well. The department also offers, and 
continues to strive to increase the number of, international-
health elective opportunities for students. Medical students 
rated their experience on their Pediatrics Clerkship in 2008-
2009 as overwhelmingly positive. Student feedback from course 

relates to autonomy, promotion of clinical skills, and preparation 
for internship.  On the 2009 graduation questionnaire, 93.3% of 
UT Southwestern students rated their educational experience as 
“good” or “excellent,” the highest such combined score for any 
clerkship in the past 5 years.

Faculty from the Department of Pediatrics also participate, often 

years of medical school, including such key courses as genetics, 
biochemistry and medical ethics.  Beginning with the 2007-2008 academic year, faculty members in the 
department also served as mentors in the new colleges system at UT Southwestern. Each mentored a group 

and ethics, communication skills like taking patients’ histories, diagnostic and physical exam skills, and clinical 
reasoning and interpretation skills through weekly small group meetings.

The department takes great pride in the quality of teaching provided by the entire faculty. At the 2009 
Excellence in Education Annual Reception and Award ceremony, six faculty members in the department 
received teaching awards. These included two faculty recognized for excellence for their role in the MS1 
Preclinical curriculum (James Amatruda and Lewis Waber), an MS2 Preclinical Teaching Award (Angela 
Mihalic), two Pediatrics Core Clerkship Teaching Awards (Vineeta Mittal and Theresa Barton), and an MS4 
Core Clerkship Teaching Award in Acute Care (Myra Wyckoff). Perhaps most telling, 28 students from the 
graduating medical school class of 2010 have chosen to pursue a career in pediatrics or some combined 
program including pediatrics. 

On the 2009 graduation questionnaire, 93.3% of UT Southwestern students rated their educational 
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Jeffrey McKinney, M.D., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics and the Residency Program Director. He has a B.S.E. 
in Biomedical Engineering from the University of Iowa College of 
Engineering.  He also received a degree in Physiology at Oxford 
University as a Rhodes Scholar, followed by M.D. and Ph.D. 
degrees from the University of Iowa College of Medicine.  To 
seek additional patient and geographic diversity, he was a house 

or teaching awards for Pediatric Resident, Fellow and Attending 

Washington University in St. Louis in 2003, where he was elected 

students in 2009.

Resident Education
The UT Southwestern Pediatric Residency Program at Children’s Medical Center partners with the Department 

Each division in the Pediatrics Department contributes substantially to the Residency Program in important 
ways, including educating residents during each rotation, as well as through noon conference didactic 
presentations, and as teaching mentors for resident-prepared large group lectures in the context of evidence 
based medicine series, the mortality and morbidity series, and the weekly department-wide featured clinical 
case teaching conference. 
  
During residency, the residents go through 13 four-week rotations throughout the academic year. The rotations 
offer the residents their core education in pediatric medicine as practiced in the ER, pediatric ward medicine 
teams, newborn nursery, neonatal and pediatric intensive care units and subspeciality ward service teams.  
Training in subspecialty consult services and other specialized training are offered as electives. Learning 
clinic-based pediatrics with meaningful continuity of care and longitudinal follow up occurs throughout training.

Following years of successful leadership by Dr. Patricia Hicks, Dr. Jeff McKinney stepped into the role of 
Program Director, in September 2009. Dr. McKinney was recruited from Washington University School of 
Medicine, where he was Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Microbiology, and the recipient of 
the 2007-2008 Department of Pediatrics Outstanding Teacher Award in General Pediatrics, the 2008-2009 

Award winner.

In keeping the program moving forward in a progressive manner, while still preserving institutional memory 
and support of prior program initiatives and successes, the program is evaluated twice yearly by multiple 
stakeholders. These evaluators include our cadre of longitudinal mentors, program leaders, educational 
leaders within the inpatient and ambulatory areas, and current and future chief residents. Evaluations include 
resident assessment of rotations and faculty, in-training examination scores, certifying examination scores, 
duty hours and other ACGME compliance issues, and an in-depth review of educational experiences by all 
divisions. All divisions meet to discuss resident feedback provided through resident evaluation of rotations.

Jeffrey McKinney, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Director, Pediatric Residency Program
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Education

Pediatric Residency Program Team

The program is led by Jeffrey McKinney, M.D., Ph.D., Program Director, who works closely and collaboratively 
with the program’s two Associate Program Directors, Dorothy Sendelbach, M.D. and Lauren Gore, M.D., and 
the Program Coordinator, Dawn Bayé, who each brings unique and complimentary talents and insights that 
are essential to the program and the education of its residents.

The 2009-2010 Chief Residents were Nalinda Charnsangavej, Elizabeth Keyes and Dale Lee.  The chiefs 
are heavily involved in the day-to-day activities of the program and serve as a liaison among faculty members 
and residents. Chief Resident-focused project development efforts have led to substantial department-wide 
process improvements in house staff training, patient safety, and the front line use of medical literature and 
evidence based medicine.
 
A central element of the Pediatric Residency Program is its longitudinal mentorship actively provided to 
every resident.  The mentor relationship allows residents the one-on-one interaction with a faculty member 
that guides them through residency, career development, evaluation review, and guidance through individual 
residents’ projects.  In 2009, there were 12 faculty members that served as mentors.

Dr. McKinney has inherited one of the largest and most robust residency programs in the nation, a direct 
legacy of the work of Dr. Patricia Hicks. From this strong existing framework, Dr. McKinney has focused his 
early innovation efforts on the following:

Faculty Stages

Dorothy Sendelbach, M.D., Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Associate Program 
Director, received her undergraduate degree in chemical engineering from Rutgers 
University. She graduated from New Jersey Medical School in Newark. She completed 

emergency room, followed by seven years as a primary care pediatrician in an inner 
city clinic for the indigent and working poor.  For the past 15 years, Dr. Sendelbach has 
worked in the Department of Pediatrics at UT Southwestern.  Her clinical practice is as 
an attending pediatrician in the newborn nursery at Parkland Memorial Hospital where 
there are about 15,000 admissions annually and where she serves as medical director.  
Her interests include breastfeeding promotion, jaundice screening, neonatal abstinence 
syndrome and pulse oximetry screening.  Since 2006, Dr. Sendelbach has served as an 
Associate Program Director for the Pediatric Residency Program and is the primary leader 
of the mentorship program, for internal program reviews, and for new electives creation 
and development. She is part of UT Southwestern’s medical student mentoring program, 
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Lauren Gore, M.D., Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Associate Program Director, 
received her undergraduate degree from Texas A&M University.  She graduated from UT 
Health Science Center, where she received her M.D.  Dr. Gore completed her residency 
at UT Southwestern in 2007.  She also served as Chief Resident during 2007-2008, 
which sparked her interest in resident education.  She found that she really enjoyed 
working with multiple different types of resident learners, and being a teacher, role model, 
and mentor was supremely satisfying.  Mentoring is one of her true passions, and Dr. 
Gore serves as a mentor with the current group of PL2 residents and helps the current 

has participated in recruitment of the new intern class, program development, continuity 
clinic logistics, and mentoring residents during CAT, M&M, and advocacy projects.

Beyond their essential day-to-day roles as teachers, role models, and leaders, the Chief Residents have been 

the Program.
 
Improved Handoffs

care handoffs that are built upon robust systems of inter-resident 
cooperation and quality control. This improved system has 
allowed for the incorporation of meaningful feedback during 
handoffs and patient care transitions.

Evidenced Based Medicine (EBM)

interns ways to better search for literature on medical cases, a 

their own.  In addition, Dr. Charnsangavej has conducted Clinical 
Citation Training Sessions, and has partnered with Dr. Claudia 
DeShay in obtaining faculty level access to the medical library 

literature search and retrievals using the UT Southwestern 
Medical Library.

Integration of Technology in Resident Education

using handheld touch screen devices as portable references and teaching tools.  Dr. Lee worked at providing 
good curriculum via the devices which includes web-based teaching, such as suturing skills labs videos, 
which can be transmitted using so-called “new media” platforms and bandwidth.

and small group learning.
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Education

Mentor Program

The mentor program was established in 2004 to increase the individualized approach to resident development 
and pursuit of educational goals.  A mentor is assigned to a resident during intern orientation, and that resident/
mentor dyad continues throughout the three years of residency training.  The mentor is not necessarily 

to pursue.  Rather, the mentor’s focus is to provide oversight, general counsel and guidance pertinent to the 
individual in the process of developing as a general pediatrician.  The mentors are well positioned within the 
department to have broad connections to all subspecialty areas so that if a resident is interested in pursuing 

arranging such interactions.

The 2009-2010 mentors are:

 

 

Pediatric Residency Program Enhancements

Evidence Based Medicine (EBM)

In order to prepare residents beyond residency, the program understands the importance of Evidence Based 
Medicine.  To assist with the ease of access to residents, the program has:

director and the department chair

cadre

M&M faculty cadre

branch points in patient evaluation and treatments

Electives Development

To continue to enhance the program and rotations, the program developed additional rotation electives.  New 
electives developed include:

Laura Brumley, M.D.
Matthew Cox, M.D.
Maite de la Morena, M.D.
Becky Ennis, M.D.
Lauren Gore, M.D.
Michelle Hutchison, M.D., Ph.D.

Nancy Kelly, M.D., M.P.H.
Raymond Quigley, M.D.
Dorothy Sendelbach, M.D.
Maeve Sheehan, M.D. 
Joel Steinberg, M.D.
Myra Wyckoff, M.D.
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The program also improved the international elective 

international opportunities for residents. In addition, Dr. 
McKinney secured travel reimbursement funding pathways. 
Residents are covered by medical emergency evacuation 
insurance coverage and are now given an emergency medical 
evacuation card to carry with them at all times when abroad.  

Rotation Advancements 

Twice a year, Division Directors have the opportunity to review 
rotation feedback provided by the residents.  This allows 
Division Directors to keep rotation curriculum updated and 
interesting for the residents.  Division Directors and faculty 
members work diligently at making sure the residents have an in-depth teaching/clinical experience that 
will allow them to increase their skills and knowledge.  Some of the rotations that incorporated substantial 
changes were:

PICU

and hand outs on common PICU topics

case conference and PICU resident lectures

incorporating components of exams, data and studies and give the residents the ability to recognize early 
signs of physiologic deterioration, a vital skill for every pediatrician

GI

multiple topics including calculating TPN, NGTs, GTUBES, central line and ostomy care.  

ill children, which allows residents to be more available for teaching opportunities

Advocacy Projects
During each resident’s training, there is an opportunity to do an advocacy project that allows residents with 
opportunity to develop hospital, community and cultural improvements. Residents are encouraged to cultivate 
community grass-roots and institutional networks for more sustained advocacy projects.  In order to enhance 
the advocacy experience, the program took a shift in when projects begin and how they will be developed.  
The project timeframe has been expanded to all three years of residency training. For the incoming 2010-
2011 interns, teams will be developed for advocacy projects, to include leaders with pre-existing advocacy 
expertise.

Samples of the 2009-2010 Advocacy Projects are:

languages
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Education

Intern Recruitment 
Intern recruitment saw a 15% increase in applicants interviewed.  This year the program once again partnered 
with Child Neurology offering a joint match for two residents going into Child Neurology.  Core Interviewers 
commit to interviewing the applicants from November to January and provide informative feedback during 
Core Ranking meetings. This dedication allows the program to welcome 34 new interns in the upcoming 
2010-2011 academic year. The core interviewers were:

 
 

Resident Research Projects

Rachel Chesly, M.D.

Assistant Professor in Pediatric Hematology-Oncology at UT Southwestern, and Dr. Srinath Chinnakotla, 
Liver Transplant Surgical Director at Children’s, regarding the use of heparin and anthithrombin III in liver 
transplant patients.

Matthew Fletcher, M.D.

is involved in a study examining the effect of timing of antibiotic administration on outcome in the febrile 
neutropenic population.  The study is a retrospective chart review of all patients presenting to Children’s 
with febrile neutropenia between 2001 and 2009 for the purpose of evaluating if the timing from presentation 

neutropenia.

Presentations 

NASPGHAN Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, November 2009 (poster presentation) 

are More Common in Infants Less than 600g Birth Weight Than in Those Weighing 600-1000g,” Pediatric 
Academic Societies Meeting, Baltimore, MD, May 2009 (poster presentation)

Douglas Baker, M.D.
Brad Barth, M.D.
Amy Becker, M.D.
Matthew Cox, M.D.
Cindy Darnell Bowens, M.D.  
Reenu Eapen, M.D.
William Engle, M.D.
Lauren Gore, M.D.
Paul Harker-Murray, M.D., Ph.D.
Michelle Hutchison, M.D., Ph.D.

Tanya Martinez Fernandez, M.D.
Tim McCavit, M.D.
George McCracken, Jr., M.D.
Vineeta Mittal, M.D.
Pam Okada, M.D.
Ashish Patel, M.D.
Reina Patel, D.O.
Marilynn Punaro, M.D.
Charles Quinn, M.D., M.S.

Norberto Rodriguez-Baez
Zora Rogers, M.D.
Pablo Sanchez, M.D.
Gaith Semrin, M.D.
Dorothy Sendelbach, M.D.
Philip Shaul, M.D.
Kaili Stehel, M.D.
Marita Thompson, M.D.
Myra Wyckoff, M.D.
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Publications

Mitchell SM, Rogers SP, Hicks PD, Hawthorne KM, Parker BR, Abrams SA. High frequencies of elevated 
alkaline phosphatase activity and rickets exist in extremely low birth weight infants despite current 
nutritional support. BMC Pediatr. 2009 Jul 29; 9:47.

Nürnberg G, Nürnberg P, Nayir A, Saunier S, Antignac C, Hildebrandt F. Hypomorphic mutations in 

Oct;46(10):663-70.

mutation in RRM2B causes autosomal-dominant progressive external ophthalmoplegia with multiple 
mtDNA deletions. Am J Hum Genet. 2009 Aug;85(2):290-5.

Wolf MT, Hoskins BE, Beck BB, Hoppe B, Tasic V, Otto EA, Hildebrandt F. Mutation analysis of the 
Uromodulin gene in 96 individuals with urinary tract anomalies (CAKUT). Pediatr Nephrol. 2009 
Jan;24(1):55-60.

Awards

David Troendle, M.D. and Sarah Troendle, M.D.

Initiative”

David Troendle, M.D.

Pediatric Housestaff
2009 - 2010
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Education

Charles R. Rosenfeld, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics and 
Obstetrics/Gynecology in the Division of Neonatal-Perinatal 
Medicine at UT Southwestern, serves as the Director of Fellowship 
Education and holds the George L. MacGregor Professorship 
in Pediatrics.  His research focus is on mechanisms modulating 

renin-angiotensin system, cardiovascular role of estrogens in 
pregnancy and fetal-neonatal blood pressure regulation.  Dr. 
Rosenfeld obtained his medical degree from Emory University, 
Atlanta, Georgia, in 1966.  Post-doctoral training included Pediatric 

Connecticut, 1966 - 1967, and Bronx Municipal Hospital Center 

1970, a Pediatric Pulmonary Medicine Fellowship at Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, 1970 - 1971 and a Research Fellowship in 
Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine at the University of Colorado Medical 
Center, Denver, 1971 - 1973. He joined the UT Southwestern 
faculty in July 1973.  Dr. Rosenfeld has had continuous NIH funding 
for more than 30 years and has published more than 160 peer-
reviewed manuscripts.

Fellow Education
In January 2005, the department established an interdisciplinary program for subspecialty  education. The 
objective , a work in progress, is to develop a departmental repository of educational and administrative 
resources and experiences to enrich the opportunities offered by the individual subspecialty training programs. 
The program is directed by Dr. Rosenfeld, who has  more than 35 years experience in postgraduate education 
and research, in conjunction with the Program Directors, other faculty and, very importantly, the fellows. 
Central to the program’s activities is a bimonthly conference designed to explore and discuss institutional 
resources, examine approaches and requirements needed to initiate clinical and laboratory research, plan 
a career and make career choices, present ongoing research by faculty and fellows, and provide a site for 
social interaction and discussions between trainees from all subspecialties. The program is unique in that 
much of the ACGME required core curriculum can be achieved in a manner that best meets the needs of 
each trainee.

During the 2008-2009 academic year, there were 81 subspecialty trainees within the various divisions. 
Tremendous value is placed on preparing these young pediatricians to undertake careers as clinician-
investigators, teachers, subspecialty consultants and, more generally, as contributors to the growing body of 

most important step in the transfer of the academic mission to the next generation. The last decade has been 
associated with a substantial change in postgraduate education, prompted by the recognition that the “old” 
apprenticeship system often shortchanged the education of the trainee in the interest of providing clinical 
service. This has resulted in guidelines that guarantee the integrity of the educational environment against 
the demands that the changing healthcare landscape has been applying on academic centers. Although 
the spirit of these guidelines has been welcomed by the academic community, the balance between clinical 

Charles R. Rosenfeld, M.D.
Professor

Director, Pediatric Fellowship Education
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The department, therefore, sees opportunity in this changing educational environment. Key to realizing this 
opportunity is acknowledging that subspecialty training must accomplish three goals:

evidence-based approach
2. Provide analytical skills and critical thinking necessary to confront conditions they may not have 
previously encountered
3. Engender a desire to advance knowledge and improve care through research and teaching

To facilitate the pursuit of these goals, each division has a training program that provides the clinical experience 

translate inquiry into scholarship. All subspecialty programs were reaccredited by the Residency Review 
Committee of the ACGME in 2008 and contain clinical and research experiences in accordance with the 
guidelines set forth by the American Board of Pediatrics. In compliance with these guidelines, each trainee 
has a Scholarship Oversight Committee that assists the Program Directors in monitoring each trainee’s 
research experiences.

The Department of Pediatrics encourages its subspecialty fellows to participate in national and local activities 
that will enhance their education. UT Southwestern’s fellows have been recognized for their accomplishments 
and academic potential by receiving awards and grants from 
multiple sources. Many fellows also have competed successfully 
for fellowships from the Pediatric Scientist Training Program 
and K-awards from the NIH or analogous mentored research 
grants. The Department and Medical School are committed to 
encouraging and assisting talented physicians to develop an 
academic career; to this end, UT Southwestern has created 
a Physician-Scientist Training Program and a Curriculum 
in Patient-Oriented Research to help launch the careers of 
promising trainees.

During the 2008-2009 academic year, there were 81 trainees 
within the various subspecialty programs in the Department 
of Pediatrics. Of these, 25 completed their training in June 
2009. Thirteen of the 25 assumed academic positions in 
various medical schools, 69% remaining on the faculty at UT 
Southwestern. Notably, one trainee chose to do additional 
training/research, while the remaining trainees entered into 
clinical practice. Of the graduating fellows, 48% received peer-
reviewed funding for their fellowship research project (e.g., 
the American Academy of Pediatrics) and seven published a 
peer-reviewed manuscript prior to completing their training. 
This group also presented 29 abstracts at regional, national or 
international meetings during their senior year. 

The future of pediatric subspecialty training continues to change at UT Southwestern. Separate conferences 
have been established to meet the individual needs of the 1st year and of the 2nd-3rd year trainees in August 
and September. Plans have been made to establish a Senior Fellows’ Research Day in May 2010, and, 
starting in 2010, the 2nd year trainees will present their research in the second half of the Core Curriculum in 
order to receive more timely critical review from their peers and the faculty at an early stage in their research 
efforts.
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Allergy & Immunology

The Allergy and Immunology division in the Department 
of Pediatrics was established approximately seven years 
ago. The division originated in the Department of Internal 
Medicine, but now it spans both departments, with four 
Pediatric-based and two Internal Medicine-based faculty 

Pediatric allergist specialists, Drs. Indulekha Warrier, J. 
Andrew Bird and William Neaville see children with allergic 

clinics per week. In addition, Dr. Maite de la Morena 

at Children’s. She sees all inpatient consultations for 

during which she evaluates patients with these disorders. 

Dr. J. Andrew Bird joined the division in July of 2009, 
focusing primarily on food allergy treatment.  He completed 
two years of Allergy and Immunology fellowship at Baylor 
College of Medicine in Houston and one year at Duke 
University Medical Center in Durham, N.C.  Since joining 

UT Southwestern, Dr. Bird has been awarded with the Dedman Family Scholar in Clinic Care.  The Robert 
H. Dedman Jr. Family Foundation, The Robert and Nancy Dedman Foundation and Mrs. Robert H. Dedman 
Sr. have given $2.35 million to launch the new Food Allergy Center, which will open in the spring of 2010.  
Because of its association with UT Southwestern, Children’s Medical Center will have the only academic-

allergic diseases in both inpatient and outpatient settings and will be conducting research that is instrumental 
in developing treatments and therapies.

Dr. David Khan is the Program Director of the Allergy and Immunology fellowship program. Both he and Dr. 
Rebecca Gruchalla, Division Director, see adults and children with asthma and allergic disorders at the Aston 
Center at UT Southwestern. 

The division continues to participate in both clinical and basic science research efforts. As both a clinical and 
a mechanistic site in the Inner City Asthma Consortium (ICAC), it continues to expand its research efforts in 
pediatric asthma.  The division also collaborates with various basic scientists on campus: Drs. Michelle Gill, 
Nitin Karandikar and David Farrar.

In addition to asthma research, the Clinical Immunology Program at UT Southwestern was awarded 
recognition by the Jeffrey Modell Foundation as a Center of Excellence for diagnosis and treatment of primary 

geographic referral area encompassing North Texas, eastern New Mexico, Oklahoma, western Louisiana 
and southern Arkansas. This comprehensive program provides both diagnostic and state-of-the-art treatment 

Furthermore, the Immunology Program is committed to the education of physicians and other healthcare 
providers, trainees, the general public, patients and families regarding diagnosis, manifestation, natural history 

Diseases for the General Practitioner, held in 2008, was sponsored by the Department of Pediatrics and the 

Modell Foundation.

Rebecca Gruchalla, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Allergy & Immunology
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Faculty
Rebecca Gruchalla, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Internal Medicine and Pediatrics, is the Division Chief of 
Allergy and Immunology at UT Southwestern and holder of the William A. Sellars, M.D. and Joyce M. Sellars 
Distinguished Chair in Allergy and Immunology. She received her Ph.D. in Immunology in 1981 and her medical 
degree in 1985 from UT Southwestern and her Bachelor of Science degree from Texas Tech University, 
Lubbock, Texas, in 1976. Dr. Gruchalla completed her residency in Internal Medicine at The Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia in 1988 and her fellowship training in Allergy and Immunology at 
UT Southwestern in 1990. Dr. Gruchalla’s clinical interests are focused on anaphylaxis, asthma, drug allergy, 
mastocytosis and urticaria. In addition to her clinical activities, Dr. Gruchalla is principal investigator of the 
Inner City Asthma Consortium, Dallas site. This Consortium is a multi-site National Institutes of Health (NIH)-
funded consortium that is performing both clinical and mechanistic studies pertaining to pediatric inner-city 
asthma. In 2007, Dr. Gruchalla was honored with the Gail G. Shapiro Memorial Lectureship and received the 
Women’s Involvement in the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology Special Recognition 
Award. She currently serves on the Board of Directors of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology and 
on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology. She recently completed a four-year 
term on the Board of Directors of the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology.

John Andrew Bird, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine
Dedman Family Scholar in Clinical Care
Clinical/research expertise: Food allergy treatment, anaphylaxis, eosinophilic 
esophagitis, development of oral tolerance
Education: Texas A&M, College Station, B.S. cum laude, 1999; UT Health Science 
Center at San Antonio, M.D., 2003
Post-doctoral training: Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX, Intern and Resident, 
Pediatrics, 2003-2006; Fellow, Allergy and Immunology, 2006-2008; Duke University 
Medical Center, Durham, NC, Clinical Research Fellow, Food Allergy, 2008-2009

M. Teresa (Maite) de la Morena, M.D.
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine

Clinical/research expertise:
Education: University Complutense De Madrid, Madrid, Spain, M.D., 1983
Post-doctoral training: Hospital Clinico San Carlos, Madrid, Spain, Research 
Assistant, Surgery, 1983-1986; Hospital General Gregorio Maranon, Research 
Assistant, Immunology, Madrid, 1986-1987; All Children’s Hospital, University of South 
Florida, St. Petersburg, FL, Fellow, Immunology and Research, 1987-1988; Intern, 
Pediatrics, 1988-1989; Resident, Pediatrics, 1989-1991; Fellow, Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology, 1991-1994; Fellow, Clinical Laboratory Immunology, 1994-1995

With the opening of the new Food Allergy Center in the spring of 2010, 

pediatric food allergy center in North Texas.
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Allergy & Immunology

David A. Khan, M.D.
Professor, Internal Medicine
Director, Allergy and Immunology Fellowship Program, UT Southwestern
Director, Asthma and Allergy Clinic, Parkland Memorial Hospital
Clinical/research expertise: Rush immunotherapy, anaphylaxis, mood disorders in 
asthma, nonallergic rhinitis and alternative therapies for chronic urticaria
Education: University of Illinois School of Medicine, Chicago, M.D., 1988
Post-doctoral training: Good Samaritan Medical Center, Phoenix, AZ, Resident, 
Internal Medicine, 1988-1991; Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, Fellow, Allergy and 
Immunology, 1991-1994

William Neaville, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine
Clinical/research expertise: Asthma and allergies
Education: University of Arkansas at Little Rock, B.S., 1993; University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences, Little Rock, M.D., 1997
Post-doctoral training: University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital, Little Rock, Resident, Pediatrics, 1997-2000; University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, Fellow, Allergy and Immunology, 2000-2003

Indulekha Warrier, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine
Clinical/research expertise: Asthma, allergies, immunology, pharmacology
Education: Medical College, Trivandrum, University of Kerala, India, M.B.B.S., 1991
Post-doctoral training: Trivandrum Medical College Hospital and SAT Hospital, 
India, Intern, 1990-1991; Ophthalmic Hospital, Trivandrum, India, Graduate Student, 
Ophthalmology, 1991; Government BJ Medical College, India, Graduate Student, 
Radiology, 1991-1993; Children’s Hospital of Michigan, Wayne State University, Detroit, 
Resident, Pediatrics, 1994-1997; Fellow, Clinical Pharmacology, 2003-2006; Fellow, 
Allergy and Immunology, 2005-2006; Research Fellow, Allergy and Immunology, 2007

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)

3rd Year
Douglas D. Min, M.D.

Sandeep Reddy, M.D.

2nd Year
Gene Devora, M.D.

Eric Kovash, M.D.

Robert Silge, M.D.
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1st Year
Stephanie Boos, M.D.

Pooja Paranjpe, M.D.

Clinical/Research Staff

Research Activities
Under Dr. Gruchalla’s direction, the division continues to expand both its clinical and basic science research 

basic research goals. The current ICAC clinical research study is evaluating the effectiveness of omalizumab 

colleagues at Mt. Sinai Medical Center in New York City 
to evaluate the associated mechanisms of this therapy. 

T cell proliferative responses to allergens are being 
evaluated in study participants. Dallas is one of only four 
(out of eight) sites performing mechanistic studies in the 
Inner City Anti-IgE Therapy for Asthma (ICATA) study. The 
division also continues to partner with Dr. Michelle Gill, in 
the Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, whose area 

cells in pediatric respiratory viral infections. Over the 
past two years, Dr. Gill also has been working with Dr. 
Gruchalla’s group to evaluate the role of dendritic cells in 
asthma pathogenesis.

In addition to pediatric asthma studies, Dr. David Khan 
is conducting various research projects, primarily in 

adults, focused on understanding the mechanisms of nasal polyp disease, mood disorders and asthma, rush 
immunotherapy and assessment tools for rhinitis and urticaria.

Maria Crain, APN
   Allergy Clinic-Children’s
Cangzhuan (Caroline) Dong
   Research Associate
Deborah Gonzales
   Clinical Data Specialist
Holly Grannon, RN
  Immunology Clinic-Children’s
Rebecca Hardy
   Senior Research Nurse
Nan Jiang
   Research Associate

Kristen Malone, RN
   Allergy Clinic-Children’s
Brenda Lewis
   Clinical Data Specialist
Dolores Santoyo
   Research Coordinator
Elizabeth Tschoepe, RN
   Allergy & Immunology Clinic-Children’s
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Allergy & Immunology

Clinical Activities
Asthma and Allergy

diseases. There are nine half day clinics per week to provide care for patients. An average of 200 patients 
are seen per month for diagnosis, including, but not limited to, asthma, allergic rhinitis, atopic dermatitis, food 
allergies and eosinophilic esophagitis. Procedures such as skin prick testing for environmental allergens, 
food allergy testing, hymenoptera venom allergy testing and testing for drug allergies are performed by 
trained personnel. Other services offered are immunotherapy - both traditional and rush - and anti-IgE 
immunoglobulin administration. The Pulmonary Function Lab is available for spirometry as well as exhaled 
nitric oxide studies for the evaluation and management of patients with asthma. Providers work closely 
with educators from the Asthma Education and Asthma Management programs to provide a comprehensive 
management strategy for patients with severe asthma. Special procedures such as drug challenges and food 
challenges are also performed in the outpatient clinic.

An active inpatient consult service is available for evaluation of 

cases of suspected drug-allergy, anaphylactic reactions and severe 
asthma.

Immunology
Directed by Dr. de la Morena, the Immunology outpatient clinic at 

diseases for North Texas, southern Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana 
and New Mexico. Patients with recurrent infections, persistent 
infections or unusual infections are evaluated for an inherited disorder 
of immune function. The clinic has expertise for management of all 

currently recognized). Referrals for periodic fever syndromes and 
evaluations for immunosuppressed states post transplantations also 
are seen in clinics.

Assisted by clinic personnel Holly Grannon and Elizabeth Tschoepe, 
more than 500 patients have been seen in the outpatient clinics. The Immunology program currently follows 

seven days a week. More than 100 inpatient consults were provided last year.

(HSCT) team at Children’s, 11 patients have received hematopoetic cell transplantation for primary 

       1 Interferon-gamma defect
          1 Chediak Higashi syndrome
          1 Wiskott Aldrich syndrome
          2 Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH)

         1 Hyper IgM
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Presentations/Teaching Activities
The Allergy and Immunology division provides the major instruction to Pediatric residents in the evaluation 

didactic teaching for the Pediatric residents on the basics of Allergy and Immunology and directs teaching 
for the Pediatric residents in the regular departmental clinical conferences and as part of the inpatient 
consultation service.

An Allergy and Immunology elective is available for Pediatric residents, and fourth-year medical students. 
The objectives of the elective are to:

The Pediatric residents see outpatients in our clinics under the supervision of one of the members of the 

at the beginning of each rotation and residents attend clinical conferences offering didactic teaching for 
fellows.

In addition to resident training, the division has one of only 71 accredited programs for fellowship training in 
Allergy and Immunology. Dr. David Khan is the Program Director.

Rebecca Gruchalla, M.D., Ph.D.

DC, March 2009

year, 1995-present

J. Andrew Bird, M.D.

Clinical Immunology Food Allergy Training Course, Castelbrando, Italy, November, 2008

(Poster Presentation – Featured Poster)

M. Teresa (Maite) de la Morena, M.D.

2009

year, 2007-present
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Allergy & Immunology

David A. Khan, M.D.

Society Meeting, Louisville, KY, March 2009

AAAAI Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, March 2009

Valley, ID, July 2009

1999-present

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Rebecca S. Gruchalla, M.D., Ph.D.

M. Teresa (Maite) de la Morena, M.D.

Immunology

The Immunology program received national recognition from 
the Jeffrey Modell Foundation in 2008.
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David A. Khan, M.D.

Awards and Honors
J. Andrew Bird, M.D.

David A. Khan, M.D.
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CardiologyCardiologyCardiology

The Division of Cardiology has three areas of primary focus: a 

and basic research; provision of the pediatric cardiac service 
needs of the region; and serving as a resource for both the 
education of new physicians and the ongoing support of 
practicing physicians throughout the state.

Research is strongly supported by UT Southwestern’s main 
campus resources, including extensive core facilities for 
genetic evaluation and both surgical and catheterization suites 
for large animal studies. Clinical research is further augmented 
by the Department of Clinical Sciences, with support services 
for study design, grant preparation and statistical analysis.

base, including those from regional, national and international 
sources in addition to the local Metroplex population. In 
collaboration with Children’s, construction of a new Heart 
Center is under way to bring all cardiac services together on 

that opened this year.

The division actively participates in the training of students, residents and subspecialty fellows, which is 
provided by a diverse cardiology faculty, representing all of the major training programs in the United States.

Emory University, will support outreach efforts and fellow education.  Dr. Shannon Blalock trained in pediatric 

Hospital, returned to extend our MRI capabilities and support fetal cardiology.  Dr. Candace Gibbin joined the 
team from Johns Hopkins where she had extensive experience in fetal imaging.  Her primary role will be in 
support of divisional outreach efforts.  

Additional faculty recruitments to support expansion in the 
areas of cardiac transplantation, heart failure and advanced 
noninvasive imaging are ongoing.

Faculty
William A. Scott, M.D., M.S., Professor of Pediatric Cardiology and Clinical Sciences, is the Director of 
the Pediatric Cardiology program at UT Southwestern. Dr. Scott specializes in cardiac electrophysiology, 

noninvasive evaluation. His research involves arrhythmia diagnosis and management, cardiac involvement 
in neuromuscular disease, epidemiology of congenital heart disease, heart rate variability and pacemaker 
device therapy. Dr. Scott graduated from the University of Notre Dame, Indiana, with a Bachelor of Science 

More than 8,000 inpatient, 
outpatient and diagnostic 
services were provided in 2009.

William A. Scott, M.D., M.S.
Director, Pediatric Cardiology



CardiologyCardiology

Aliessa Barnes, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Congenital heart disease, ECHO, transplantation, cardiomyopathy, 
cardiac transplantation, fetal echocardiography.
Research expertise: Transplantation, echocardiography
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Shannon Blalock, M.D., M.S.P.H.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Fetal echocardiography, cardiac MRI, pulmonary arterial 
hypertension
Research expertise:  Maladaptive ventricular changes in systemic right ventricles and 
pulmonary arterial hypertension
Education:

Post-doctoral training: University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, 

Sarah Blumenschein, M.D.
Clinical Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Cholesterol, congenital heart disease, hyperlipidemia, obesity, lipid 
disorders
Education:

Post-doctoral training: New York University, Bellevue Hospital, Intern, Pediatrics, 

Michael Day, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric cardiology
Research expertise: Endocarditis
Education: magna cum laude with honors, 

Post-doctoral training: Brown University, Hasbro Children’s Hospital, Providence, 

V. Vivian Dimas, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Interventional cardiology
Research expertise:
operative outcomes
Education: Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, B.A., cum laude

Post-doctoral training: University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, Norman, 



CardiologyCardiologyCardiology

Reenu Eapen, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Congenital cardiac disease, fetal and postnatal echocardiography, 
myocardial function, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), adriamycin cardiotoxicity
Education: University of Dayton, OH, B.S., cum laude

Post-doctoral training: Columbus Children’s Hospital, OH, Resident, Pediatrics, 

David Fixler, M.D.
Professor
Dr. Fred S. Brooksaler Professorship in Pediatrics
Clinical expertise: Congenital heart disease, transplantation
Research expertise: Epidemiology of congenital heart disease, childhood hypertension
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Northwestern University Medical School, Children’s Memorial 

Vidu Garg, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Congenital heart disease
Research expertise: Genetics of congenital heart disease, molecular basis of normal 
and abnormal cardiac development
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Nationwide Children’s Hospital, Columbus, OH, Resident, 

Candace L. Gibbin, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
Disease, outpatient pediatric cardiology
Research expertise: Fetal echocardiography
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Georgetown University Medical Center, Washington, DC, 



CardiologyCardiology

Lisa Heistein, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Congenital heart disease, fetal echocardiography, pediatric 
echocardiography
Research expertise: Echocardiography
Education: Case Western University, Cleveland, OH, B.A., summa cum laude

Post-doctoral training:

Catherine Ikemba, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Noninvasive imaging including transthoracic, transesophageal, and 
fetal echocardiography, perinatal cardiology and counseling
Research expertise:  Noninvasive cardiac imaging, psychological impact of prenatal 
diagnosis
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY, Resident, 

Colin E. Kane, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatric cardiology, echocardiography, fetal 
echocardiography
Research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Christiana Care Health System, Newark, DE, Resident, 

Matthew Lemler, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise:
fetal echocardiography, single ventricle palliation
Research expertise:
sedation
Education:
Post-doctoral training:
University of Colorado Health Science Center, Denver, Fellow, Pediatric Cardiology, 



CardiologyCardiologyCardiology

George Lister, M.D.
Professor and Chairman, Department of Pediatrics
Robert L. Moore Chair in Pediatrics
Clinical expertise:  Cardiopulmonary interaction
Research expertise: Cardiovascular and hematologic development, SIDS
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, CT, Resident, 

Lynn Mahony, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Congenital heart disease, congestive heart failure, Marfan 

Research expertise:
outcomes for patients with congenital heart disease including quality of life
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Stanford University Medical Center, CA, Resident, Pediatrics, 

Alan Nugent, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric cardiology, interventional catheterization, cardiovascular 
intensive care
Research expertise: Interventional cardiology
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Claudio Ramaciotti, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Congenital heart disease, Duchenne muscular dystrophy, 
echocardiography, ventricular function, patent ductus arteriosus in extreme low birth 
weight infants
Research expertise: Congenital heart disease, echocardiography
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Intern, Pediatrics, 

University of California at San Francisco, Research Fellow, Pediatric Echocardiographic 
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Tia Raymond, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
care medicine, cardiopulmonary resuscitation
Research expertise: Cardio resuscitation
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Daniel Stromberg, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
disease/cardiopulmonary bypass, cardiopulmonary resuscitation
Research expertise: Cardiopulmonary resuscitation, post operative outcomes
Education:

Post-doctoral training: University of California, San Francisco Medical Center 

Thomas Zellers, M.D.
Professor

Clinical expertise: Interventional cardiology and novel techniques, congenital heart 
disease
Research expertise: Interventional cardiac catheterization and the role of 
interventional procedures and devices in congenital heart disease
Education: cum 
laude
Post-doctoral training:

Ilana Zeltser, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Interventional cardiology, cardiac electrophysiology, cardiovascular 

Research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training: Mount Sinai Hospital Medical Center, New York, NY, Resident, 
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Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)

4th Year
Tejas Shah, M.D.

Suren Reddy, M.D.

3rd Year
Poonam Punjwani, M.D.

Ashleigh Richards, M.D.

2nd Year
Adrian Dyer, M.D.

Jason Imundo, M.D.

Jeremy Affolter, M.D.

1st Year
Preetha Balakrishnan, M.D.

Arshid Mir, M.D.

single ventricle patients

Clinical/Research Staff

Asha Acharya, Ph.D.
   Postdoctoral Researcher
Meenakshi Maitra, Ph.D.
   Postdoctoral Researcher
Haley Nichols, B.S.
   Research Assistant
Hubert Pan, B.S., M.S.
   Clinical Research Associate
Nita Sachan, Ph.D.
   Postdoctoral Researcher
Tre Welch
   Senior Research Scientist – CardioThoracic Surgery
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Research Activities
The division had diverse research accomplishments. 

in left heart obstructive lesions in addition to continuing 

led by Dr. Lynn Mahony and prominent results included 

therapy. Dr. Claudio Ramaciotti oversees investigations 
into the natural history of the ductus arteriosus in 

investigating the results of stent placement for patients with coarctation. A pilot study of the utility of screening 
athletes with electrocardiography and echocardiography was completed by Dr. Ilana Zeltser.

Clinical Activities

cardiology inpatient unit.

facilities. In addition to overall cardiac evaluation, specialty clinics provided focused care for patients 
with implanted devices, arrhythmia, obesity, cholesterol and lipid disorders, heart transplantation, Marfan 
syndrome, and adults with congenital heart disease. 

of those were electrophysiologic procedures including 
catheter ablation. Noninvasive studies are comprised 
of imaging and electrocardiographic studies. The 

Additionally, telemedicine capabilities for transmission 
and review of echocardiographic and electrocardiographic 
studies are available to multiple institutions across the 
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Presentations/Teaching Activities
Sarah D. Blumenschein, M.D.

Michael Day, M.D.

Candace Gibbin, M.D.

Lynn Mahony, M.D.

Pediatric Mechanical Circulatory Support Systems and Pediatric Cardiopulmonary Perfusion, Dallas, TX, 

Thomas Zellers, M.D.

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
William Scott, M.D., M.S.

Michael Day, M.D.

Reenu Eapen, M.D.

David Fixler, M.D.

Vidu Garg, M.D.

Catherine Ikemba, M.D.

Matthew Lemler, M.D.

Pediatric Cardiology
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Lynn Mahony, M.D.

Alan Nugent, M.D.

Claudio Ramaciotti, M.D.

Daniel Stromberg, M.D.

Thomas Zellers, M.D.



Critical Care Medicine

The Division of Pediatric Critical Care Medicine plays a vital 
role in providing care to critically ill children at Children’s 
and is continuously making improvements and innovations 
to ensure the patient care provided is of the highest quality. 
The division has a long-standing history of clinical bench and 
translational research, with three NIH-funded laboratories 
and multiple lines of support from other sources.

Some of the country’s brightest pediatric graduates enroll 
in the division’s internationally recognized Critical Care 
Fellowship program, one of the oldest and largest of its 
kind in the United States. Teaching of fellows, residents 
and medical students takes place at the bedside and during 
lectures and interactive sessions.  In addition, there is an 
array of research training opportunities helping fellows 

the genetic, molecular, cellular and physiologic aspects of 
pediatric critical care medicine.

In November 2009, Dr. Leticia Castillo was recruited from 
Texas Children’s Hospital and Baylor Medical School in Houston to serve as Director for the Division of Critical 
Care Medicine. Dr. Fiona Levy, who had been serving as Interim Division Director, returned to her full-time 
role as Vice President for Quality at Children’s. Drs. Joshua Koch, Susan Morris and Raymond Nkwantabisa 
also joined the faculty this year.  Three faculty members received promotions during this annual year: Dr. 
Peter Luckett to the rank of Professor, Dr. Maeve Sheehan to Associate Professor and Dr. Joshua Wolovits 
to Assistant Professor.  Dr. Steven Kernie was named the medical director of research administration at 
Children’s.

Recruitment of additional faculty continues in an effort to meet the growing demands of patients and referring 
physicians in the area.

Faculty
Leticia Castillo, M.D., Professor, is the Director of the Division of Pedicatric Critical Care Medicine and 
was appointed the Thomas Fariss Marsh, Jr. Chair in Pediatrics. She began her medical career at the 
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, where she received her M.D.  Following her internship and 
residency in pediatrics in Mexico City, she served as an intern and resident at the New England Medical 
Center, Boston, Massachusetts.  She then completed a fellowship in Pediatric Critical Care Medicine at 
Massachusetts General Hospital and a postdoctoral fellowship in Nutrition Biochemistry at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, where she worked in the laboratory of the late Vernon Young, one of the giants in 

of amino acids.  Dr. Castillo was on the faculty at Harvard Medical School, where she was an Associate 
Professor and scientist at the laboratory of Human Nutrition, Massachustetts Institute of Technology, until 
2005. She then moved to Baylor College of Medicine and joined the faculty as a member of the Critical Care 
Section and as a Senior Investigator at the Children’s Nutrition Research Center. She has served as a board  
member of the National Center for Rehabilitation Research at the Eunice Shriver National Institute of Child 
Health Development at NIH, which oversees pediatric critical care research portfolios, and in a wide range of 
other leadership roles locally and nationally.

Leticia Castillo, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine
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Robert M. Alisharan, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care
Research expertise: Electronic health records and performance improvement
Education: University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada, B.Sc., 1995; Howard 
University College of Medicine, Washington, DC, M.D., 1999
Post-doctoral training: Children’s National Medical Center, Washington, DC, 
Resident, Pediatrics, 1999-2002; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine, 2003-2007

Deborah L. Carlson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Surgery
Research expertise: Surgery, cardiac function following burn injury and sepsis, matrix 
metalloproteinases in cardiac dysfunction
Education: State University of New York at Fredonia, B.S., 1989; State University of 
New York at Buffalo, Roswell Park Division, Ph.D., Molecular and Cellular Biology, 
1996
Post-doctoral training: University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Fellow, Protein Biochemistry, 
1995-1997

Mandeep Chadha, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Ischemic brain injury, traumatic brain injury
Research expertise:  Traumatic brain injury
Education: University of Tulsa, OK, B.S., cum laude, 1994; UT Medical Branch at 
Galveston, M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training: Arkansas Children’s Hospital, Little Rock, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1998-2001; Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, PA, Fellow, Pediatric Critical 
Care Medicine, 2001-2004; Safar Center for Resuscitation Research, Pittsburgh, PA, 
NRSA Fellow, Neurointensive Care and Resuscitation Research, 2003-2005

Cindy Darnell, M.D., M.S.C.S.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pain control, sedation
Research expertise:  Effects of low dose ketamine infusion, safety of Lorazepam use 
in critically ill children
Education: University of Louisville, KY, B.A., cum laude, 1994; University of Louisville 
School of Medicine, KY, M.D., 1998, UT Southwestern, M.S.C.S., with distinction, 2008
Post-doctoral training: University of Tennessee at Memphis, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1998-2001; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 2001-2004

Archana Dhar, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care; use of online, noninvasive, intravascular 
monitoring in continuous renal replacement therapies
Research expertise: Effects of CVVH and ICP monitoring on outcomes following 
acute liver failure
Education: B.J. Medical College, Gujarat University, India, M.B.B.S., 1993
Post-doctoral training: Gujarat University/Civil Hospital, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India, 
Resident, Pediatrics, 1993-1995; University of Oklahoma Health Science Center, 
Tulsa, Resident, Pediatrics, 1999-2002; University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center, Memphis, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 2002-2003 and 2005-2008
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Critical Care Medicine

Leslie Garner, M.D.
Assistant Professor 
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care
Research expertise: Macrophage function
Education: Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, B.A., summa cum laude, 1992; UT 
Southwestern, M.D., 1996
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Intern, Pediatrics, 1996-1997; 
Resident, Pediatrics, 1997-1999; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine, 2000-2003

Steven Kernie, M.D.
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Developmental Biology
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care
Research expertise: Hippocampal development, neural stem cells in traumatic brain 
injury, injury-induced neurogenesis in the brain
Education: Stanford University, Stanford, CA, B.A., 1988; University of Washington 
School of Medicine, Seattle, M.D., 1992
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1992-1995; 
Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 1995-1996; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine, 1996-1999; Fellow, Developmental Neurobiology, 1997-1999

Joshua Koch, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Neurocritical care
Research expertise: Neurocognitive outcomes in children after congenital heart 
surgery, investigation and improvement of intensive care neurologic monitoring
Education: Trinity University, San Antonio, TX, B.S., 1997; University of Kansas School 
of Medicine, Wichita, M.D., 2001
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2001-2004; 
Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 2004-2005; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine, 2005-2008

Ruth Levitz, Ph.D.
Instructor
Research expertise:

Education: Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, B.Sc., 1972; M.Sc., 1974; Tel Aviv 
University, Israel, Ph.D., Biochemistry, 1986
Post-doctoral training: Tel Aviv University, Israel, Fellow, Biological Chemistry, 1986-
1989; Public Health Research Institute (PHRI), Newark, NJ, Fellow, Biomedical Studies, 
1990-1995

Fiona H. Levy, M.D.
Associate Professor
Vice President of Quality, Children’s
Clinical expertise:  General and cardiac ICU care
Research expertise: Quality improvement, patient safety
Education:  Wellesley College, MA, B.A., 1983; New York Medical College, Valhalla, 
M.D., 1987; Washington University, St. Louis, MO, M.B.A., 2001
Post-doctoral training:  SUNY Health Center, Syracuse, Resident, Pediatrics, 1987-
1990; Children’s Hospital and Medical Center, Seattle, WA, Fellow, Pediatric Critical 
Care Medicine, 1990-1993
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Peter M. Luckett, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Acute lung injury, mechanical ventilation
Research expertise: Pulmonary outcomes in neuromuscular disease, clinical trials in 
pediatric critical care
Education: University of Kentucky, Lexington, B.G.S., 1975; University of Kentucky 
College of Medicine, Lexington, M.D., 1978
Post-doctoral training: University of Kentucky, Lexington, Resident, Pediatrics, 1978-
1981; Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, NY, Fellow, 
Pediatric Pulmonary Medicine, 1981-1984; Fellow, Cellular Physiology, 1984-1987

T. Raju Meyappan, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pulmonary ventilation, congenital heart disease, single ventricle 
physiology, extracorporeal support
Research expertise: Effects of cardiopulmonary bypass, use and role of technology in 
medical practice
Education: Lafayette College, Easton, PA, A.B., 1994; Georgetown University, 
Washington, DC, M.S., 1995; SUNY Downstate Medical Center College of Medicine, 
Brooklyn, M.D., 1999
Post-doctoral training: Schneider Children’s Hospital, Miami, FL, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1999-2002; Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 2002-2005; Fellow, Pediatric 
Cardiac Critical Care, 2005-2006

Darryl Miles, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Traumatic brain injury, neural protection strategies
Research expertise: MRI imaging biomarkers of neuronal injury, neural stem cells
Education: San Jose State University, CA, B.S., 1993; University of California San 
Francisco School of Medicine, M.D., 1997
Post-doctoral training: University of California San Francisco, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1997-2000; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 2002-2005

Susan Morris, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care medicine, transport, sedation
Research expertise: Medical simulation
Education: Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, B.S., 1999; Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center, Shreveport, M.D., 2003
Post-doctoral training: Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 2003-2006; Emory University School of Medicine/Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta at Egleston, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 2006-2009

Frances Morriss, M.D.
Professor, Anesthesiology and Pain Management and Pediatrics
Clinical expertise: Anesthesia for cardiac patients for non cardiac surgery, care of the 
chronically ill ventilator dependent infant, anesthesia for liver transplant
Education: Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, B.A., 1966; UT Southwestern, M.D., 
1970
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1970-
1973; UT Southwestern, Resident, Anesthesiology, 1973-1974; Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, Fellow, Pediatric Anesthesia and Intensive Care, 1975
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Raymond Nkwantabisa, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care
Education: University Medical School of Pecs, Hungary, M.D., cum laude, 1996
Post-doctoral training: Brookdale University Hospital and Medical Center, Brooklyn, 
NY, Resident, Pediatrics, 2000-2002; Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 2002-2003; Case 
Western Reserve University/Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital, Cleveland, OH, 
Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 2003-2006

Julio Pérez Fontán, M.D.
Professor, Vice Chairman
Joel B. Steinberg, M.D. Chair in Pediatrics
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical, pediatric cardiac critical care
Research expertise: Airway smooth muscle, autonomic nervous system, neurogenic 

Education: University De Santiago De Compostela, Spain, M.D., 1977
Post-doctoral training: Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1978-1981; University of California San Francisco, Fellow, Pediatric Critical 
Care Medicine, 1981-1984; Cardiovascular Research Institute, University of California 
San Francisco, Fellow, 1982-1984, Associate 1984-1985

Lakshmi Raman, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care
Research expertise: Chronic hypoxia and hippocampal injury, hypothermia in 
traumatic brain injury
Education: Madras Medical College, University of Madras, India, M.B.B.S., 1989
Post-doctoral training: Royal College of Physicians, London, Diploma in Child Health, 
1993; Royal College of Physicians, London, MRCP, Pediatrics, 1994; SUNY Downstate 
Medical Center, Brooklyn, Resident, Pediatrics, 1997-2000; Chief Resident, 2000-2001; 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care, 2001-2004

Margaret Schwarz, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric and cardiac critical care
Research expertise: Pulmonary morphogenesis and vascularization, endothelial-
monocyte activating polypeptide II, 5 1 integrin / FN / VEGFR interactions, pancreatic 
tumor growth
Education: University of Missouri, Kansas City, 1986, B.A., University of Missouri Six-
Year Medical School, Kansas City, 1987
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Hospital, Columbus, OH, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1987-1990; Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, PA, Pediatric Critical Care Fellowship, 
1990-1993
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Maeve Sheehan, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Multi-system organ failure, pediatric stabilization, triage and 
transport
Education: University College Dublin, School of Medicine, Ireland, M.D., 1993; 
Diploma in Child Health, 1995
Post-doctoral training: St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin, Ireland, Resident, Medicine 
and Surgery, 1993-1994; The Children’s Hospital, Dublin, Ireland, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1994-1995; The National Maternity Hospital, Dublin, Ireland, Resident, Neonatology, 
1995; The Cleveland Clinic Foundation, OH, Resident, Pediatric and Adolescent 
Medicine, 1996-1999; Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, OH, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care/
Clinical and Research, 1999-2002

Paul W. Sheeran, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology and Pain Management and Pediatrics
Clinical expertise: Anesthesiology and pain management
Research expertise: Methods for prevention of withdrawal from sedatives and 
analgesia in the Pediatric ICU
Education: Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA, B.A., cum laude, 1987; University of
Washington School of Medicine, Seattle, M.D., 1991
Post-doctoral training: Harbor UCLA Medical Center, Torrance, CA, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1994-1997; UT Southwestern, Resident, Anesthesia, 1998-2000; Fellow, 
Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 1995-1997; Chief Fellow, Pediatric Intensive Care, 
1997-1998; Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, PA, Fellow, Pediatric Anesthesia, 2000-
2001

James Thomas, M.D.
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Molecular Biology
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care, immunology
Research expertise: Innate immune response to infection, innate immune signaling 
and autoimmunity, innate immunity and myocardial dysfunction
Education: Princeton University, NJ, A.B., magna cum laude, 1981; Stanford University 
School of Medicine, CA, M.D., with research honors, 1989
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, CA, Resident, Pediatrics 
1989-1992; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 1992-1995

Marita T. Thompson, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Extracorporreal membrane oxygenation, pediatric trauma
Research expertise: Extracorporreal membrane oxygenation, quality improvement
Education: University of California at Los Angeles, B.S., 1983; University of Illinois 
College of Medicine, Chicago, M.D., 1989
Post-doctoral training: Harbor UCLA Medical Center, Torrance, CA, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1989-1992; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, 
1993-1996
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Joshua Wolovits, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Cardiac critical care, quality-care initiatives in the ICU
Research expertise: Cerebral hemodynamics and neuro-protection in congenital 
heart disease, sedation strategies in the cardiac patient, strategies to prevent shunt 
thrombosis in the single ventricle patient
Education: UT Austin, B.A., 1998; UT Southwestern, M.D., 2002
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Intern, Pediatrics, 2002-2003; 
Resident, Pediatrics, 2003-2005; University of California San Francisco, Fellow, Critical 
Care, 2005-2008; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Cardiac Critical Care Medicine, 2008-2009

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)
3rd Year
Ashraf M. Resheidat, M.D.

Christopher S. Todd, M.D.

2nd Year 
Patrick Hairston, M.D.

Janet Hume, M.D.

3, and 8
Kyle Lieppman, M.D.

Anne Mahan, M.D.

1st Year 
Lane Lanier, M.D.

Humberto Liriano-Fanduiz, M.D.

Shai Manzuri, M.D.

Elizabeth Persad, M.D.

Hariprem Rajasekhar, M.D.
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Research Activities
The number and diversity of research activities within the division continues to grow. Faculty members are 
engaged in bench, translational and clinical research projects. There are multiple areas of investigation that 
the division is proud to highlight.

nutrient requirements for nutritional balance and function maintenance. Attention is focused on translational 
studies on:

critically ill children.

synthesis rates.

mechanisms and insulin resistance in critically ill children. For this purpose, we use stable isotopic mass 
spectrometric and imagining techniques. 

Munira Abbas, B.S., M.H.A./M.B.A.
   Research Study Coordinator

Dr. Deborah Carlson’s Lab
Jeremy Affolter, M.D.
   Post-doctoral Researcher
Jeong Sim Hue, Ph.D.
   Post-doctoral Researcher
Janet Hume, M.D., Ph.D.
   Post-doctoral Trainee Clinician

Dr. Steve Kernie’s Lab
Jennifer Gilley, B.S.
   Graduate Student 
Wei Li, M.A., Ph.D.
   Post-doctoral Researcher
Kyle Lieppman, M.D.
   Post-doctoral Researcher
Shereen Mohideen
   Co-mentor
Jamie Wright
   Research Intern
Cui-Ping Yang, Ph.D.
   Post-doctoral Researcher
Tzong-Shiue Yu, B.S.
   Graduate Student
Gui Zhang
   Research Assistant II

Dr. Lakshmi Raman’s Lab
Xiangmei Kong, M.S.
   Research Assistant I

Dr. Margaret Schwarz’s Lab
Mara Afanador, M.D.
   Post-Doctoral Researcher
Katherine Bennett, M.D.
   Post-Doctoral Researcher
Anne Mahan, M.D.
   Post-Doctoral Researcher
Christopher Todd, M.D.
   Post-Doctoral Researcher

Dr. James Thomas’s Lab
Michelle Jennings
   Research Assistant II
Ken-Meng Lin, Ph.D.
   Senior Research Scientist
May Tsen, M.D.
   Senior Research Associate
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(NLR’s) create a platform for regulation of the IL-1 family members through caspase-1, suggesting a role 

to a tier like system where upregulation of at least two components is required to assemble functional 

injury, to allow the use in clinical practices of established therapies such as estrogen regulation, caspase 1 
inhibition and cardiac P2X7 inhibitors more selectively to allow directed cytokine regulation.

Dr. Cindy Darnell focuses her research on the delineation and improvement of the effectiveness and mitigation 
of the undesirable effects of the sedative and analgesic medications commonly used in the care of patients in 
the intensive care unit. In keeping with this focus of study, she has been engaged in a prospective observational 
trial: the occurrence of withdrawal in critically ill children exposed to simultaneous fentanyl and midazolam 
infusions, a retrospective data review of dexmedetomindine use in the PICU, a retrospective review of the 
use of clonidine for dexmedetomindine withdrawal and a phase I trial to evalaute the pharmacokinetics and 
sedative effects of low dose ketamine.

Dr. Archana Dhar is the Principal Investigator (PI) of an IRB-approved retrospective study comparing the 

CVVHD, ICP monitors, plasma exchange: The Dallas experience.”

The laboratory of Dr. Steve Kernie, which includes new faculty member, Dr. Lakshmi Raman, continues 
to investigate how the developing brain responds to devastating injuries due to trauma or lack of oxygen. 
One area of focus is the very common clinical practice of administering pure oxygen to patients following 
brain injury. Researchers demonstrated that this practice can actually be harmful because it depletes vital 
precursor cells that ultimately form needed insulation or myelin around nerve cell projections. They found 
that mice exposed to these high levels of oxygen clinically developed an illness much like cerebral palsy 
that persisted long after the original brain injury occurred. This published work was accompanied by a press 

area of interest centers on how brain stem cells become activated by injuries and then function to replace 

hippocampus, to partially recover its important functions in learning and memory formation. Problems with 
learning and memory are among the most damaging sequelae following brain injuries due to trauma or lack 

this process of self-recovery.

Dr. Joshua Koch serves as the site primary investigator for the multi-center trial, Therapeutic Hypothermia 
After Pediatric Cardiac Arrest (THAPCA). This trial is funded by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
and began enrollment on September 1, 2009. He is also primary investigator for the project, Prospective 
Analysis of Regional Cerebral Perfusion Using Head Ultrasound and Multi-Source-Detector Near Infrared 
Spectroscopy (NIRS) Imaging.
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Dr. Peter Luckett’s current research interests include clinical trials in pediatric critical care. In 2002 he was 
an initial organizing member of the Pediatric Acute Lung Injury and Sepsis Investigators (PALISI) clinical 
trials group. This group recently completed a collaboration with members of the Acute Respiratory Distress 
Syndrome Network (ARDSnet) as part of the NIH Roadmap contract mechanism entitled “Reengineering 
Clinical Research in Critical Care.” This project involved the development, validation and distribution to naive 
sites of a computer-based decision support tool for glucose control in adult and pediatric ICUs.  An application 
to the NIH for a large multi-center trial of glucose control in critically ill children is pending. Dr. Luckett is a 
co-investigator and the site PI for this project. 

Dr. Darryl Miles has continued his work to understand the pathophysiology unique to childhood brain injury 
and to investigate the mechanisms of traumatic brain injury and neural self-repair. It is his desire to contribute 
to the development of novel therapeutic strategies, ultimately improving the neuro-cognitive outcome of 
pediatric acquired brain injury. His work using transgenic mouse models has demonstrated that immature 
neuronal and glial progenitors are selectively vulnerable to various insults such as traumatic brain injury (TBI) 
and hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy and contribute to the neural remodeling response. In the transition 
from basic science to clinical investigation, he is a contributing member of the Brain and Nerve Injury 
Center (BNIC) and is the CMC site principal investigator on a NIH funded study to investigate how genetic 
polymorphism affect long-term developmental outcome in children after moderate and severe TBI.  Dr. Miles 

injury and their relationship to neuro-cognitive outcome. This analysis hopefully will serve as a basis for future 
studies in children, using advanced neuro-imaging techniques to 
elucidate the brain’s acute and remodeling response to TBI.

During lung formation, alterations in vessel growth contribute to 
dysfunctional lung development. The research of Dr. Margaret 
Schwarz focuses on the contributions that the vasculature brings 
to functional lung development. In order to better examine this 
concept, focus has been placed on the individual vessel types as 

vascular growth factors have on other cell types that have typically 
not been determined to be responsive to vascular growth factors. 

examine whether immature cells that are capable of becoming 

factors. Their endpoint is to identify whether morphogenesis of these immature cells is impacted. Identifying 
those factors that have multi-cellular targets will greatly expand the understanding of lung development, 
leading to new therapeutic targets to treat disease processes that result in abnormal lung development. 

Dr. James Thomas focuses his work on the investigation of how the host senses and responds to injury and 

to contain the insult. These receptors communicate with the cell’s interior, using signaling proteins common 
to all the TLRs as well as the interleukin-1 family of receptors. He has worked to genetically inactivate two 

adaptive immune response, including the development of sytemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) in humans and 
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Dr. Marita Thompson works with division members, Steve Kernie, Darryl Miles, Josh Koch and Lakshmi 
Raman as well as with Dr. Pam Okada from Emergency Medicine, in research focused on brain injury. 
This group participates with three NIH multi-center hypothermia trials investigating the neurologic effect of 
lowering core body temperature in children with 1) traumatic brain injury (Cool Kids Trial), 2) cardiac arrest 
(THAPCA) or 3) neonates placed on ECMO for hypoxic respiratory failure. In addition, Dr. Marita Thompson 
has led efforts to develop and populate databases for ICU patients that have needed extracorporeal support 
of ECLS or CRRT.

Clinical Activities
The 2008-2009 academic year was one of continued productivity and enhanced clinical care for the Division 
of Critical Care Medicine, with admissions remaining over 3,000 for the year. The division, in collaboration 
with the Division of Cardiology and the Heart Center, provides state-of-the-art cardiovascular critical care 
services for children with congenital heart disease as well as other cardiac diseases.  There were 700 
additional admissions of complex cardiac disease to the Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit for this academic 

efforts by patient volume or bed number, but rather by the specialization of care that is offered and the quality 
outcomes of patients.

Senior members of the division, Drs. Marita Thompson and Maeve Sheehan, respectively, provide physician 
leadership for the ECMO program and the Children’s transport program and Access Center, two integral 
patient care services that differentiate critical care medicine within the regional market. Under their leadership 
there was not only stability in the number of patients, but an improved survival rate for patients receiving 
ECMO support and an increased number of transports for critically ill children. Under the leadership of Dr. 
Steve Kernie, senior faculty member and Medical Director of the Perot Family Center for Brain and Nerve 
Injuries, the division has seen improvement and standardization of the clinical practice and long-term follow-
up for children with brain injuries.  The Perot Center has been instrumental to the support of clinical trials in 
the area of neuroprotection. Under the leadership of Dr. Fiona Levy, a senior member of the division and Vice 

evidenced by widespread participation of the division faculty in various quality improvement projects.  Dr. 
Cindy Darnell’s efforts on organ procurement education have been decisive to improve the lives of chronically 
ill children through awareness and education on the potential of organ donation. Dr. Susan Morris has taken 
a leadership role on critical care education through simulation scenarios at our state-of-the-art simulation 
center. Dr. Leslie Garner has provided exemplary service as the division leader for both residency and 
medical student education during PICU rotations. Dr. James Thomas continues to contribute in the area of 
international medicine.

Presentations/Teaching Activities
Divisional teaching activities for residents, fellows and medical students 

didactic curriculums that foster intellectual exchange and the life-long 
habit to question and learn. The principal teaching platform is daily 
rounds; however, admissions, resuscitations and major interventions 
all provide hands-on learning opportunities. This bedside teaching is 

of training of residents and fellows. Critical care practice is based 
on team effort, and teaching activities are focused on the education 
and participation of team members, including nursing and respiratory 
therapy colleagues. At weekly division conferences, clinical cases, 
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review of quality standard practices and divisional performance is assessed. Additionaly, monthly division 
research conferences allow review of research works and evaluation of fellows’ progress toward completion 
of research projects. A weekly critical care curriculum for fellows ensures that trainees at all levels develop 
the foundational knowledge necessary for the practice of high-quality clinical care.

Leticia Castillo, M.D.

2009

Rounds, Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston, October 2009
Deborah L. Carlson, Ph.D.

and “IRAK 2 Inducibility and Its Role in TNF Secretion and Survival during Sepsis,” 6th Congress of the 
International Federation of Shock Societies, 31st Annual Conference on Shock, Cologne, Germany, 
October 2008

and Cardiac Dysfunction Associated with Burn Trauma,” 7th Congress of the International Federation of 
Shock Societies, 32nd Annual Conference on Shock, San Antonio, TX, June 2009
Cindy Darnell, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Critical Care Conference, Children’s, April 2009

2009
Joshua Koch, M.D.

the Practitioner Annual Seminar, Dallas, TX, April 2009
Fiona H. Levy, M.D.

of Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions (NACHRI) 2009 Creating Connections Conference, 
Nashville, TN, March 2009
Peter M. Luckett, M.D. 

(BALF) of Mice Following Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV), Mycoplasma Pneumoniae, and Streptococcus 
Pneumoniae Infection,” American Thoracic Society Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, May 2009
Susan Morris, M.D.

2009
Margaret Schwarz, M.D.

Research Conference, UT Southwestern, September 2008

December 2008

UT Southwesern, January 2009

Biology and Medicine, Indianapolis, June 2009
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Maeve Sheehan, M.D.

Paul W. Sheeran, M.D.

University of Iowa, Iowa City, March 2009

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Leticia Castillo, M.D.

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), National Institutes of Health

of Health

Institute

Institutes of Health
American Journal of Physiology (Endocrinology and Metabolism), Critical Care 

Medicine, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, New England Journal of Medicine, American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition, Journal of Nutrition
Deborah L. Carlson, Ph.D.

Cindy Darnell, M.D.

Archana Dhar, M.D.

Leslie Garner, M.D.

Steven Kernie, M.D.

Cell Fate, MDCN and Molecular Neurogenetics
Joshua Koch, M.D.
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Fiona H. Levy, M.D.

Institutions

America

Collection for the Center for Health Statistics, Texas Department of State Health Services

Peter M. Luckett, M.D.

T. Raju Meyappan, M.D.

Darryl Miles, M.D.

Frances Morriss, M.D.

Julio Pérez Fontán, M.D.

Margaret Schwarz, M.D.

Maeve Sheehan, M.D.

Paul W. Sheeran, M.D.

James Thomas, M.D.
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Marita T. Thompson, M.D.

Joshua Wolovits, M.D.

Awards and Honors
Peter M. Luckett, M.D.

Margaret Schwarz, M.D.

Maeve Sheehan, M.D.
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Emergency Medicine

The emergency department at Children’s Medical Center 
is the only Level 1 pediatric trauma center in Texas, 
and one of the busiest pediatric emergency medicine 
clinical services in the country.  The Division of Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine has 19 faculty and nine fellows 
dedicated to advancing the care of acutely ill and injured 
children through clinical service, education and research. 

The division had a very successful recruiting season in 
2009, adding six outstanding new faculty who graduated 
from Rochester, Children’s National Medical Center, The 
Medical College of Wisconsin, the University of Eastern 
Virginia and UT Southwestern.

Division faculty have diverse research and administrative 
interests, offering the pediatric emergency medicine fellows 
a unique opportunity to select the appropriate mentor 
with interests that matches theirs. In addition, faculty and 
fellows, play a major role in the education of pediatric 
residents, family medicine residents, adult emergency 

medicine residents, and medical students. Training in the emergency department is often sought by residents 
from other pediatric training programs in Texas and Oklahoma. Recognizing the outstanding clinical training, 
and opportunities to see a diverse population of acutely ill and injured children, fellows from other pediatric 
emergency medicine fellowship programs often submit requests for elective rotations here. 

In 2009, Dr. Beatrix Bansal, Assistant Professor, assumed the responsibility of Associate Medical Director 
for Legacy when Dr. Britton Devillier, Assistant Professor, chose to pursue additional formal education in 
medical management. Once he completes his degree, he will assume responsibility for compliance training 
and billing practice within the division.

The well-established, clinically strong pediatric emergency medicine fellowship program recruits three 
fellows per year. In 2009 the fellowship program incorporated a new comprehensive research curriculum 
with didactic teaching that covers basic research concept and statistics. In addition, the division recruited a 
full-time, experienced research coordinator to assist the faculty and fellows with their research projects. 

Faculty
Halim Hennes, M.D., M.S., Professor of Pediatrics and Surgery, is the Director of Pediatric Emergency 
Medicine at UT Southwestern and Medical Director of Emergency Services at Children’s. His clinical expertise 
is in the areas of pediatric traumatic brain injury, pain management and sedation; his current research centers 
on pre-hospital pediatric pain management and education of pre-hospital providers. Dr. Hennes received 
his medical degree from Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt, in 1973 and his M.S. in biostatistics from the 
Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, in 1992. After completing his post-graduate training in Egypt, he 
moved to the United Kingdom for additional training before coming to the United States. He completed his 
general pediatric training at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, in 1986 before joining the faculty at 
the Medical College of Wisconsin as a Pediatric Emergency Medicine physician from 1986 to 2008. In 2002, 
Dr. Hennes completed a fellowship in Emergency Medical Services and currently serves as the Academic 
Pediatric Societies liaison to the Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC). He also served on 
numerous regional, national and international committees. The Business Journal named him one of the Best 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine doctors in America in 2007.

Halim Hennes, M.D., M.S.
Director, Pediatric Emergency Medicine
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Mohamed Badawy, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, head trauma, asthma
Research expertise: Traumatic brain injury
Education:  University of Alexandria, Egypt, M.D. with honors, 1991
Post-doctoral training:  University of Alexandria Hospitals, Egypt, House Staff, 1992-
1993; Intern, General Surgery, 1993; New York Medical College, Manhattan, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1996-1999; University of Rochester, NY, Fellow; Pediatric Emergency 
Medicine, 1999-2002

M. Douglas Baker, M.D.
Professor
Director of Medical Services at UT Southwestern
Children’s Sarah M. and Charles E. Seay Distinguished Chair in Pediatric Medicine 
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, fever management in infants and 
children
Research expertise: Fever management in infants and children
Education: Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, PA, B.A., 1974; Temple 
University School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA, M.D., 1978; Yale University, New 
Haven, CT, Master of Arts, privatum, 1999
Post-doctoral training: Geisinger Medical Center, Danville, PA, Intern, Pediatrics, 
1978-1979; Children’s Hospital National Medical Center, Washington, DC, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1979-1981; Chief Resident in Pediatrics, 1981-1982; Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center, Hershey, PA, Fellow, Newborn Critical Care Medicine, 1982-1983; 
Children’s Hospital Boston, MA, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1983-1984

Beatrix Bansal, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Associate Director of Emergency Department, Children’s Legacy
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care
Education:  Santa Clara University, CA, B.S., 1989; University of Hawaii, Honolulu, 
M.D., 1994
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, 1994-1997; UT 
Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1997-2000

Sara L. Beers, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, status asthmaticus and child 
maltreatment syndrome
Education: University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, B.S., 1995; University of New 
Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, M.D., 2001
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2001-2004; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 2004-2007

Britton M. Devillier, M.D., M.P.H.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care
Education: Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, OK, B.S., 1985; Tulane University School of 
Medicine and School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, New Orleans, LA, M.D., 1989
Post-doctoral training: Baylor College of Medicine, Waco, TX, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1989-1992; Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 
1992-1994
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Philip Ewing, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, acute management of diabetic 
ketoacidosis
Research expertise: Management of diabetic ketoacidosis
Education: Davidson College, Davidson, NC, B.S., 1996; Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Medical College of Virginia Campus, Richmond, M.D., 2002
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2002-2005; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 2005-2008

Sing-Yi Feng, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, toxicology
Research expertise: Pediatric toxicology
Education: Pennsylvania State University, University Park, B.S., 1996; Jefferson 
Medical College, Philadelphia, PA, M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training: Lutheran General Children’s Hospital, Chicago, IL, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1998-2001; Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 2001-2002; UT Southwestern, 
Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 2002-2005; Fellow, Medical Toxicology, 2005-
2007

Collin S. Goto, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, toxicology
Research expertise: Pediatric toxicology
Education: University of Hawaii, Honolulu, B.A., 1986; University of Hawaii, John A. 
Burns School of Medicine, Honolulu, M.D., 1990
Post-doctoral training: John A. Burns School of Medicine/Kapiolani Medical 
Center for Women and Children, Honolulu, HA, Resident, Pediatrics, 1990-1993; UT 
Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1993-1996; Fellow, Medical 
Toxicology, 1998-1999

Craig J. Huang, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Associate Director, Transport Services
Associate Director, Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship Program
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, apparent life-threatening events, the use 
of technology in pediatric emergency care, trauma and burns
Research expertise: Pediatric trauma
Education: Rice University, Houston, TX, B.A., 1992; UT Medical Branch at Galveston, 
M.D., 1996
Post-doctoral training: Virginia Commonwealth University, Medical College of Virginia 
Hospitals, Richmond, Resident, Pediatrics, 1996-1999; Eastern Virginia Medical School, 
Children’s Hospital of The King’s Daughters, Norfolk, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency 
Medicine, 1999-2002

among adolescents—snorting heroin mixed with Tylenol® PM,
a combination known as ”cheese.”
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Audra L. McCreight, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, pediatric ultrasound
Research expertise: Applications of ultrasound technology
Education: Austin College, Sherman, TX, B.A., 1997; UT Southwestern, M.D., 2001
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2001-2004; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 2004-2007

Julia A. McDonald, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, international health
Education: Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, B.S., 1989; UT Health Science 
Center at San Antonio, M.D., 1993
Post-doctoral training: University of Louisville, KY, Resident, Pediatrics, 1993-1997; 
Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1997-2000

Jo-Ann Nesiama, M.D., M.S.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, head trauma
Research expertise: Pre-hospital pediatric trauma care
Education:  University of Benin, Benin-City, Nigeria, M.B.B.S., 1989; Graduate School 
of Biomedical Sciences, Milwaukee, WI, M.S., 2008
Post-doctoral training: Driscoll Children’s Hospital, Corpus Christi, TX, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1998-2001; Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 2001-2002; Medical College of 
Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 2005-2008

Pamela J. Okada, M.D.
Associate Professor
Division Research Director
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, traumatic brain injury
Research expertise: Pediatric trauma outcomes, traumatic brain injury, neurologic 
emergencies
Education: University of California, Los Angeles, B.S., 1985; Tulane University School 
of Medicine, New Orleans, LA, M.D., 1990
Post-doctoral training: Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Torrance, CA, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1991-1993; Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1993-1994; UT 
Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1994-1996

Kalpesh Patel, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, pediatric sedation, clinical applications 
for emerging medical technology
Research expertise: Pediatric sedation
Education:  Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, B.S., 1994; UT Health Science 
Center at San Antonio, M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training: UT Medical Branch at Galveston, Resident, Pediatrics, 1998-
2001; Emory University, Atlanta, GA, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 2005-2008
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Susan M. Scott, M.D.
Associate Professor
Director, Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship Program
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, injury prevention
Education: Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, B.S., 1978; Louisiana State University 
School of Medicine, Shreveport, M.D., 1982
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1983-1985; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1992-1995

Jessica Sharry Williams, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care
Research expertise: Post traumatic stress disorder
Education: Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA, B.A., 1999; UT Health Science Center 
at San Antonio, M.D., 2003
Post-doctoral training:  UT Medical Branch at Galveston, Resident, Pediatrics, 2003-
2006; Eastern Virginia Medical School, Norfolk, Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 
2006-2009

Geetanjali Srivastava, M.D., M.P.H.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, life-threatening infections
Research expertise: Evaluation and management of meningitis
Education: Bryn Mawr College, PA, B.A., cum laude, 1993; UT Houston, M.D., 1998; 
M.P.H., 1998
Post-doctoral training:  University of Chicago/Comer Children’s Hospital, IL, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1998-2001; Children’s National Medical Center, Washington, DC, Fellow, 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 2006-2009

Maria Stephan, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, toxicology
Education: University of Cincinnati, OH, B.S., magna cum laude, 1977; University of 
Cincinnati College of Medicine, OH, M.D., 1981
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1981-1984; Fellow, Ambulatory/Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1984-1986

Mercedes Uribe, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care, trauma
Research expertise: Resuscitation, pain and sedation management
Education: “Tupac Amaru” Peruvian National Police School, Barrios Altos, Lima, Peru, 
B.S., 1989; Universidad de Montemorelos, School of Medicine, Nuevo Leon, Mexico, 
M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training:  Weill Medical College of Cornell University/Lincoln Medical 
Center, Bronx, NY, Resident, Pediatrics, 2003-2006; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine, 2006-2009
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Robert A. Wiebe, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric emergency care
Research expertise:
preparation, injury prevention and pre-hospital care
Education: San Francisco State University, CA, B.A, cum laude, 1963; Tulane 
University School of Medicine, New Orleans, LA, M.D., 1967
Post-doctoral training: Tripler General Hospital, Honolulu, HI, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1968-1970

Post-doctoral Fellows (Research Interests)

3rd Year
Geetha Devdas, M.D.

Neil Evans, M.D.

Catherine Moore, M.D.

2nd Year
Adriana Rodriguez, M.D.

Dennis Tanner, M.D.

Atim Uya, M.D.

1st Year
Jendi Haug, M.D.

Mark Tabarrok, M.D.

Irma Ugalde, M.D.

Research Activities
The Emergency Department serves a diverse population with broad pediatric pathology and high acuity 
providing an ideal environment for clinical research.  The division has 19 faculty with diverse clinical and 
academic interests and a full-time research coordinator dedicated to assisting faculty and fellows with their 
research activities. Because of a rich clinical service and research interest, the division has been selected  
to participate in three national research network multicenter trials. Dr. Pam Okada is the site investigator on 
these three studies. In addition, the division is leading a multicenter study on prehospital pain management 
with Dr. Halim Hennes as the principle investigator. The study is funded through August 2010 by Emergency 
Medical Services for Children. 

Recognizing the importance of training the fellows in research and other scholarly activities, the division 
provides start up funds to support meaningful research by the fellows. In 2009, the division had $300,487 in 
extramural federal funding and $123,738 in industry supported research.
 

A strong three-year Emergency 
Medicine fellowship program, with 
three fellows per year, prepares for 
academic careers in PEM.
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There are several areas of research interests among division faculty:

Diabetic ketoacidosis

Pediatric asthma care

Pediatric ultrasound

of ultrasound management on outcome
Neurologic emergencies

subcontract comparing the effects of moderate hypothermia on mortality after severe traumatic brain injury

lorazepam and diazepam; NICHD subcontract comparing the treatment effects of lorazepam and diazepam 
in pediatric status epilepticus
Pre-hospital pain management

emergency medical technicians and paramedics; HRSA funded grant to develop and validate an educational 
module for pre-hospital providers on pediatric pain assessment and management
Sedation and pain control
Medical toxicology
Trauma and injury prevention

approach to patient/family-centered care; HRSA subcontract evaluating the effect of family presence in the 
care of the pediatric trauma patient

associated with pediatric trampoline use

Clinical Activities
The division of Pediatric Emergency Medicine (PEM) 

services at the Children’s Dallas and Legacy campuses. 
Nineteen faculty provide 24/7 double coverage and 
triple coverage during peak hours at the Dallas campus. 
In addition, the faculty provide limited clinical coverage 
8-12 hours/day at the Legacy campus. Adult emergency 
medicine physicians from the adult emergency medicine 
department at UT Southwestern, and two contracted 
pediatricians with extensive emergency medicine 
experience, participate in providing clinical services at 
Dallas. The clinical service is also augmented by nine 
PEM fellows and six mid-level providers. While recruitment 
efforts continue, the Legacy campus PEM clinical service 
is predominantly covered by contracted physicians 24/7 
with an additional clinical support provided by the PEM 
division faculty. 
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stabilization and resuscitation for serious and critical injuries arriving by ambulance. There are two board 

toxicology consultation service to Children’s and Parkland.

Over 116,700 patients were cared for during the last academic year at three clinical service areas. The 
majority of these patients (60,611) were evaluated in the ED. The remaining patients had lower acuity and 
were evaluated in First Care and the Referral Care Clinic, which provide urgent care resources to meet the 
needs of the private practicing pediatricians in the Metroplex. Most ED patients are seriously ill or injured, or 
with complex special health care needs, and received specialty care and consultation from the sub-specialists 
providing services at Children’s Medical Center. Approximately 25% of the patients evaluated in the ED are 
admitted to the hospital. Aside from the care provided 
to acutely ill and injured children, faculty perform many 
procedural sedations for fracture reductions, laceration 
repair, and incision and drainage of abscesses. As a 
tertiary care pediatric facility, the ED received many 
transfers from other hospitals’ emergency departments.

Despite an increase of 15% in patient volume, from 
101,480 in 2008 to 116,709 in 2009, the division 
continued to improve key performance measures. The 
overall mean length of stay decreased by 10.37% in 
2009 compared to 2008, and the number of patients that 
left without being seen decreased by 11%.  In addition, 
the door-to-provider time decreased by 22% from 149 
minutes in 2008 to 115 minutes in 2009. Furthermore, 
the ED patient satisfaction scores in 2009 improved by 
11% from 2008 scores.

care site (ACS), in collaboration with the hospital administration, medical staff, and infectious control, where 
care for approximately 8,000 children was provided. The ACS, staffed by members of the medical staff, ED 
physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants, provided an excellent service to these patients while 
allowing the emergency department to focus on acutely ill and injured children. In preparation for the winter 
season the emergency department and inpatient services developed a plan to improve continuity of care for 
admitted patients when bed availability is limited (a boarder process). The process started late in December, 
and the exact impact on admitted patients length of stay, patient, parents, and physician satisfaction is to be 
determined.

Presentations/Teaching Activities
The Emergency Medicine faculty and fellows are very active in providing didactic education internally to 
UT Southwestern residents and medical students, and physicians locally and nationally. Major internal 
educational activities include didactic lectures to the Pediatric, Family Medicine, and Emergency Medicine 
residents. The faculty are also involved in teaching pediatric advanced life support (PALS) and advanced 
trauma life support (ATLS), and operating the simulation lab. Dr. Julia McDonald is heavily involved with 
international health, traveling to Haiti and the Dominican Republic to teach Pediatric Emergency Medicine to 
physicians. She often invites other Emergency Medicine physicians and residents/medical students to travel 
with her.
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Halim Hennes, M.D., M.S.

Annual Stake Holders Meeting, Silver Spring, MD, March 2009

Pediatric Academic Scarcities, Baltimore, MD, May 2009

September 2009
Philip Ewing, M.D.

St. Paul University Hospital, Dallas, TX September 2009
Sing-Yi Feng, M.D.

Family Issues and Dynamics in Addiction: From Conception to Teen Years, Plano, TX, February 2009

Course, San Juan, Puerto Rico, March 2009

Conference, National Cheung Kung University Medical College, Tainan, Taiwan, December 2009
Audra L. McCreight, M.D.

Services Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX, November 2009
Robert A. Wiebe, M.D.

March 2009

in Care,” American College of Emergency Physicians Annual Pediatric Emergency Medicine Symposium, 
Boston, MA, April 2009

TX, September 2009

Children,” “Kids With Special Health Care Needs: Trouble Shooting High-Tech Gear” and “Visual Diagnosis 
in Children: Troubleshooting High-Tech Gear,” 25th Annual Conference on Pediatric Emergencies, Aruba 
Dutch Caribbean, Symposia Medicus, October 2009

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Halim Hennes, M.D., M.S.

emergency department planning group.

Committee, Emergency Medical Services for Children’s
Medical Center Dallas, Washington DC, March 2009

Children’s Medical Center Dallas 
is the only level-1 pediatric trauma 
center in Texas and a major regional 
referral center for acutely ill or injured 
children.
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Beatrix Bansal, M.D.

Craig J. Huang, M.D.

and Multi-media Medical Reference, Version:  v2.7

Physicians, June/September 2009

Emergency Medicine Clinical Image Library Sponsored by the Section of Emergency Medicine, American 
Academy of Pediatrics

American Academy of Pediatrics

Robert A. Wiebe, M.D.

Awards and Honors
Robert A. Wiebe, M.D.
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Endocrinology

The Division of Pediatric Endocrinology undertakes 
teaching, research and clinical care of patients with diabetes, 
obesity and endocrine disorders that affect growth, pubertal 
development or the function of the endocrine glands, such 
as the thyroid and adrenals. It is one of the largest such 
divisions in the country and is the only major program 
caring for children with diabetes in the Dallas metropolitan 
area. Because the division cares for such a large number of 
children with these disorders, within a very large catchment 
area (a 100- to 150-mile radius in most directions), it is in a 
unique position to provide fellowship training and conduct 
clinical research.

The division was created 15 years ago and has grown 
from a minimum of three faculty members to 11 full-time 
and three part-time faculty members, three of whom have 
M.D., Ph.D. degrees. Eight faculty members have active 
research programs that have received competitive funding.

school’s own pediatric residency program. The fellowship program emphasizes both broad and deep clinical 

their fellowship projects as one or more papers in peer-reviewed literature, and the majority of division 
graduates take academic positions at UT Southwestern or other medical schools.

Teaching is a top priority, and several fellows and faculty 
members have won local teaching awards from medical students 
or residents. A high value is placed on community service and 
many faculty members volunteer at two local diabetes camps 
run by the division. In addition, two Endocrinology faculty 
members serve as medical directors for the camps.

Faculty
Perrin C. White, M.D.
in Pediatric Endocrinology. He was recruited to UT Southwestern as Director of the Pediatric Endocrinology 

Dr. White’s clinical interests are in pediatric endocrinology. He has conducted research on several genetic 
diseases of steroid hormone biosynthesis and metabolism including diseases affecting blood pressure, 

cells in children with either Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes mellitus. Dr. White received his A.B. magna cum laude, 

a number of awards and honors, including the Ernst Oppenheimer Award of the Endocrine Society and the 

Perrin White, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Endocrinology

The only major program caring 
for children with diabetes in the 
Dallas metropolitan area.



Soumya Adhikari, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Pharmacology
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Research expertise: Preservation of beta cell function in Type 1 diabetes
Education:
Medicine, FL, M.D., 2001
Post-doctoral training:

Kamal Bharucha, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Pharmacology
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Research expertise:
diseases and regulation of energy homeostasis
Education: summa cum 
laude

Post-doctoral training:

Bryan A. Dickson, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology, particularly endocrine disorders in neuro-

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Ernesto Fernandez, M.D.

Clinical expertise: Diabetes
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Ellen K. Grishman, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Endocrinology

Melissa R. Ham, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Education: magna cum laude

Post-doctoral training:

Michele R. Hutchison, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology, particularly obesity and growth disorders
Research expertise: Development of the mammalian growth plate
Education: cum laude

Post-doctoral training:

Bassil M. Kublaoui, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine
Clinical expertise: Pediatric and adult endocrinology, obesity
Research expertise: Understanding the mechanism of hypothalamic obesity due to 

utilization of hemoglobin A1c to screen for Type 2 diabetes
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Pediatric/Adult Endocrinology, 2001-2005

D. Randy McMillan, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Research expertise:

Education:

Sudha L. Mootha, M.D.

Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Education: Baylor University, Waco, TX, B.A., summa cum laude

Post-doctoral training:



Jon D. Oden, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology, insulin resistance, obesity
Education: magna cum laude

Post-doctoral training:

Kathryn Sumpter, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Research expertise: Immunomodulation of Type 1 diabetes
Education: summa cum laude

Post-doctoral training:

Grace M. Tannin, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Y.C. Annie Wang, M.D.

Clinical expertise: Pediatric endocrinology
Research expertise: Behavioral interventions in type 1 diabetes patients
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)

Completed June 2009
Kathryn Sumpter, M.D.
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3rd Year  
Micah Olson, M.D.

2nd Year 
Alejandro de la Torre

Susan Hsieh

1st Year
Hillary Lockemer

Clinical/Research Staff

Kelli Higgins

Suprabha Pulipparacharuvil

Kristen Tolson

Alaina Watson

Research Activities

Foundation, she and Dr. Perrin White are following up these results in test tube studies to see what factors in 

agent — anakinra — in children with new-onset Type 1 diabetes to see if it might be safely used to prolong 
the honeymoon period in which some insulin secretion remains. Additional studies are planned with a more 
powerful related agent.

Several faculty members are conducting research on obesity and Type 2 diabetes. Dr. Kamal Bharucha is 

as being defective in a patient with severe early-onset obesity. This gene encodes a transcription factor — 



see if the way in which they regulate growth hormone secretion affects how resistant they are to the normal 
effects of insulin. Additionally, he and Drs. Kublaoui and White are comparing different methods of screening 
obese children for Type 2 diabetes, with the ultimate aim of better targeting evaluation and treatment of such 

as well as other aspects of muscle function.

Finally, Dr. Michele Hutchison conducts industry-sponsored clinical research on the therapy of short stature 

grow at specialized zones of cartilage termed growth plates.

Clinical Activities
The Division of Pediatric Endocrinology continues to grow rapidly to 
meet the rising demands of the community. Since 2002, the division 
has more than doubled in size to meet the increase in clinical volume 

year who provide comprehensive care for children with endocrine 
disorders, obesity and diabetes.
 

provides a comprehensive bilingual education program for both Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes and is one of 

division over the past year and provides an opportunity to incorporate leading-edge technology into the care 
of the patient population.

Presentations/Teaching Activities
Kamal Bharucha, M.D., Ph.D.

Melissa R. Ham, M.D.

Jon D. Oden, M.D.



Endocrinology

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities

Perrin C. White, M.D.

Soumya Adhikari, M.D.

Kamal Bharucha, M.D., Ph.D.

Bryan A. Dickson, M.D.

Ernesto Fernandez, M.D.

Ellen K. Grishman, M.D.

Melissa R. Ham, M.D.

Michele R. Hutchison, M.D., Ph.D.

Jon Oden, M.D.

Grace M. Tannin, M.D.

Awards and Honors

Kamal Bharucha, M.D., Ph.D.

Ellen K. Grishman, M.D.
Inpatient care provided for more 
than 600 patients, including 260 
with new onset diabetes.
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Gastroenterology

As the major program in North Texas caring for children with 
gastrointestinal disorders, the Division of Gastroenterology 
at UT Southwestern provides patient-centered, family- 
focused care to an ever expanding population. This 
nationally recognized division includes distinguished 
individuals focusing on diverse areas of Gastroenterology, 
including molecular biology of cholestatic liver disease, 

bowel disease, therapeutic endoscopy, and intestinal 
rehabilitation and transplantation of liver and intestine.

The recruitment of Dr. Meghana Sathe and the departure 
of Dr. Naveen Mittal kept the number of full-time physician 
faculty members at ten, and there are four full-time nurse 
practitioners. A vibrant, expanding full-service outreach 
program for consultative general Gastroenterology was 
established under Dr. Michael Russo‘s leadership at 
Children’s Legacy. In the upcoming year, the youthful 
division will add a full-time psychologist, at least two 

Consequently, there will be an expansion of programs in neurogastroenterology and intestinal rehabilitation 
and creation of a program focusing on several aspects of nutritional disorders.

Six gastroenterology fellows train in basic research areas throughout UT Southwestern, including hepatobiliary 
transport physiology, metaboloic liver disease, the molecular pathobiology of steatohepatitus, and basic 
transplant immunobiology. In addition, physician and nursing members of the division provide leadership on 
multiple committees throughout the medical center.
 

Faculty
John M. Andersen, M.D., Professor, is the Director of Pediatric Gastroenterology at UT Southwestern. 
In addition to general Pediatric Gastroenterology, his clinical specialties and areas of research are cyclic 

Austin College, Sherman, Texas, with a B.A. in 1966. In 1970, he received his medical degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine in Philadelphia, where he interned from 1970 to 1971. He 
completed his residency in Pediatrics at Children’s in 1975 and a fellowship in Gastroenterology and Lipid 
Metabolism at UT Southwestern in 1978.

Bradley A. Barth, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Director, Gastroenterology Endoscopy Unit, Children’s
Clinical expertise: Therapeutic endoscopy in children including ERCP, balloon 
enteroscopy, treatment of acute and chronic gastrointestinal bleeding, management of 
esophageal strictures and capsule endoscopy
Education: UT Austin, TX, B.A., 1993; UT School of Public Health, Houston, M.P.H., 
1995; UT Health Science Center at San Antonio, M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training: Tufts-New England Medical Center/Floating Hospital for 
Children, Boston, MA, Resident, Pediatrics, 1998-2001; Harvard University, Boston, 
MA, Fellow, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, 2001-2004

John Andersen, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Gastroenterology
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Nandini Channabasappa, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:  Intestinal failure and rehabilitation, therapeutic endoscopy
Education:  Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, B.S., 1993; University of the West 
Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad, M.B.B.S., 2000
Post-doctoral training:  Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI, Intern, Pediatrics, 2002; 
Wayne State University/Children’s Hospital of Michigan, Detroit, Resident, Pediatrics, 
2002-2005; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Gastroenterology, 2005-2008

Andrew P. Feranchak, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric gastroenterology
Research expertise:
mechanisms of bile formation, purinergic regulation of biliary secretion
Education: University of Notre Dame, IN, B.S., 1988; University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine, PA, M.D., 1992
Post-doctoral training: University of Pittsburgh Medical Center/Children’s Hospital 
of Pittsburgh, PA, Resident, Pediatrics, 1992-1995; University of Colorado Health 
Sciences Center, Denver, Fellow, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, 
1995-1998; Research Fellow, 1998-1999

Naveen Mittal, M.D.
Associate Professor
Director, Hepatology and Transplantation
Director, Intestinal Rehabilitation and Transplantation
Clinical expertise: Liver disease, liver transplantation, intestinal failure, intestinal 
transplantation
Education: University College of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, India, M.B.B.S., 1984; 
Maula Azad Medical College and Associated Hospitals, New Delhi, India, M.D., 1988
Post-doctoral training: Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi, India, Intern, 1984; Resident, 
Pediatrics and Surgery, 1985; Maulana Azad Medical College and Associated 
Hospitals, New Delhi, India, Resident, Pediatrics, 1986-1988; South Cleveland Hospital, 

Hospital, U.K., Fellow, Gastroenterology, 1990-1991; Hahnemann University Hospital, 
Philadelphia, PA, Resident, Pediatrics, 1992-1993; University of Chicago Hospital, IL, 
Fellow, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, 1994-1996

Ashish Patel, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
Research expertise:
Education: Emory University, Atlanta, GA, B.S., 1995; Texas A&M University Health 
Sciences Center, College of Medicine, College Station, M.D., 2000
Post-doctoral training: Scott & White Hospital, Temple, TX, Resident, Pediatrics, 
2000-2003; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Gastroenterology, 2003-2006
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Norberto Rodriguez-Baez, M.D.
Associate Professor
Director, Gastroenterology Fellowship
Clinical expertise: Pediatric gastroenterology, liver disease, liver transplantation, 
hepatitis C
Research expertise: Liver failure, hepatitis B, hepatitis C
Education: University of Puerto Rico, Cayey, B.S., 1990; University of Puerto Rico-
School of Medicine, San Juan, M.D., 1994
Post-doctoral training: University of Puerto Rico-School of Medicine, San Juan, 
Intern, Pediatrics, 1994-1995; Resident, Pediatrics, 1995-1997; Stanford University 
School of Medicine, Palo Alto, CA, Fellow, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and 
Nutrition, 1998-2001

Michael A. Russo, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Director, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Children’s Legacy
Clinical expertise:
polyps
Education: University of South Alabama, Mobile, B.S., 1994; University of South 
Alabama College of Medicine, Mobile, M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training: University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, 
Resident, 1999-2001; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Gastroenterology and Nutrition, 2001-
2004; Clinical and Research Fellow, 2001-2002

Rinarani M. Sanghavi, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Director, Pediatric Neurogastroenterology
Clinical expertise: Pediatric motility disorders, neurogastroenterology
Education: Jaihind College, Mumbai, India, H.S.C. 1994; Seth G.S. Medical College, 
University of Mumbai, India, M.B.B.S., 1998
Post-doctoral training: Seth G.S. Medical College, Bombay, India, Intern, Pediatrics, 
1999, SUNY, Downstate Medical Center, Brooklyn, Resident, Pediatrics, 2001-2004; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, 2004-2007; UT 
Southwestern, Clinical and Research Fellow, 2005-2006

Meghana Sathe, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric gastroenterology, nutrition
Research expertise: Cystic Fibrosis, nutrition
Education: Wellesley College, MA, B.A., 1999; University of Miami, Miller School of 
Medicine, FL, M.D., 2003
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2003-2006; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Endocrinology & Nutrition, 2006-2009

Gaith M. Semrin, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
Research expertise:
Education: University of Jordan, Amman, Faculty of Medicine, M.B.B.S., 1995
Post-doctoral training: Al-Basheer Hospital, Ministry of Health, Amman, Jordan, Intern, 
1995-1996; New England Medical Center/Floating Hospital for Children at Tufts, Boston, 
MA, Resident, Pediatrics, 1998-2000; Fellow, Pediatric Gastroenterology, 2001; Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, MA, Fellow, Gastroenterology and Nutrition, 2001-2004
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Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)

Completed June 2009
Michele Alkalay, M.D.

Meghana Sathe, M.D.

3rd Year
Michael Dougherty, D.O.

Charina Ramirez, M.D.

2nd Year
Amal Aqul

Edaire Cheng

1st Year
Isabel Rojas

Lillienne Yoon

Research Staff

Amal Dutta, M.B.B.S., Ph.D.
   Post-doctoral Researcher
Sharon Judy, RNC
   Research Coordinator
Charles Kresge
   Research Associate
Shirley Montanye, RN, CCRC
   Research Coordinator
Kangmee Woo
   Post-doctoral Researcher

Research Activities
Funded gastroenterology research spans a wide range of important areas in both basic science and clinical 
investigation.  Hepatology, both basic and clinical, comprises the most active area of investigation.  Dr. 
Andrew Feranchak is recognized internationally for his innovative approaches to elucidating the basic 
mechanisms regulating biliary secretion and mechanisms of bile formation using in vitro models employing 

the regulatory role of purinergic signaling in biliary secretion and bile formation.  Dr. Feranchak’s research 
is pivotal, since it is very likely that therapeutic interventions for cholestatic liver disease await a basic 
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Dr. Norberto Rodriguez-Baez is the principle investigator at our site for a national, multicenter, NIH-supported 
study examining the causes for fulminant hepatic failure in children.  Dr. Rodriguez-Baez’s second group of 
studies involves treatment of chronic hepatitis B and C. 

is leader of nutritional management algorithm development for the Trailblazer Collaborative for pediatric 

Clinical Activities
The nationally recognized clinical programs of the Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition 
are housed at Children’s Medical Center Dallas with satellite activity at Children’s Legacy.   In the patient-

practitioners, two physician assistants, and a child psychologist embedded in the gastroenterology program, 
provide multidisciplinary, comprehensive state-of-the-art care for children with virtually any gastrointestinal 
or liver problem.

The team also includes six dedicated outpatient Gastroenterology nurse coordinators supported by four 

are two full-time dieticians, a child life worker, social workers, a pharmacist, and an enterostomal therapist/
nurse educator.  In addition there are six Gastroenterology fellows.

Neurogastroenterology program for the evaluation and management of children with a wide range of 
disorders including abdominal pain, abnormal motility, vomiting and constipation.

Hepatology program which is producing internationally recognized research and clinical studies in viral 
hepatitis treatment and acute liver failure, and a basic liver transplant program that ranks among the busiest 
in the United States with results second to none.

Intestinal Rehabilitation program, which is one of the largest in the country and the only program of this 
type in the Southwest.

 (IBD), which is the only center in the 
Southwest providing comprehensive care for children with IBD.

Therapeutic Endoscopy program, which is one of fewer than 10 programs in the United States performing 
specialized, cutting-edge endoscopic procedures, including endoscopic retrograde cholangiopanereatography 
in children of all ages.

Gastroenterology physician who is on call daily to take calls from physicians.

including transplantation

and infusion area

700

684
7,176

3,574
2,421
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Presentations/Teaching Activities
The Gastroenterology division is actively involved in the teaching of medical students, residents 
and fellows. The main venue for resident and student education is a rotation in the inpatient unit, 

week rotation. Teaching is provided through direct patient care, bedside teaching, small-group 
discussions and didactic conferences. Electives are also offered in the Gastroenterology outpatient 
clinic for medical students, residents and visiting students/residents from other academic institutions.

The fellowship program, overseen by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education, currently 
has six fellows. The majority of fellowship education is through didactic conference and active participation 
in the inpatient, outpatient, and consulting services as well as the performance of procedures.  Fellows 
also are actively involved in scholarly activities and research throughout their three years of training.  
The Division has created an elective in nutrition with collaboration of the dieticians at Children’s.  This 
elective is offered to pediatric residents as well as to pediatric and adult Gastroenterology fellows.

Dr. Norberto Rodriguez-Baez is the fellowship program director as well as the education coordinator 
in the Division of Gastroenterology.  Responsibilities include planning, execution, and evaluation 
of all inpatient and outpatient rotations, didactic activities, development of curricular activities, 
and assessment methods for medical students, pediatric residents, and fellows.  Mrs. Erica 
McPhail is the administrave coordinator for the fellowship program and its educational activities.  

Bradley A. Barth, M.D.

October 2009

Washington, DC, November 2009
Nandini Channabasappa, M.D.

Andrew P. Feranchak, M.D.

Association for the Study of Liver Diseases (AASLD) Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, October 2008

Clinical Research Workshop, Bethesda, MD, June 2009
Ashish Patel, M.D.

Kenneth C. Haltalin Pediatrics for the Practitioner, UT Southwestern, April 2009
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Gastroenterology

Norberto Rodriguez-Baez, M.D.

Kerkar, Galoppo C, Rodriguez-Baez N, Mirta Ciocca M, Lachaux A, Lacaille F, Lang T, Kullmer U, Dietrich 
Huber W, Gonzalez T, Pollack P, Alonso E, Broue P, Ramakrishna J, Neigut D, Del Valle-Segarra A, Hunter 
B, Brass C, Noviello S, Sniukiene V, Harvey J, and Albrecht J, 59th Annual Meeting of the American 
Association for the Study of Liver Diseases, San Francisco, CA, November 2008 (poster presentation)

S, Dougherty M, Rodriguez-Baez N, North American Society for Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology 
and Nutrition Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, November 2008 (poster presentation)

Dallas, TX, March 2009

Conference, UT Southwestern, April 2009

D, Lobritto S, Lopez M, Rodriguez-Baez N
Disease Week and the 110th AGA Institute Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, May 2009 (poster presentation)
Rinarani M. Sanghavi, M.D.

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
John M. Andersen, M.D.

Bradley A. Barth, M.D.

Disease
Andrew P. Feranchak, M.D.

NASPGHAN
Naveen K. Mittal, M.D.

Children’s
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Ashish Patel, M.D.

Norberto Rodriguez-Baez, M.D.

Nutrition

Michael A. Russo, M.D.

Rina Sanghavi, M.D.

Nutrition

Hepatology, and Nutrition

Nutrition
Gaith Semrin, M.D.

Awards and Honors
John M. Andersen, M.D.

America
Andrew P. Feranchak, M.D.

Research Council of America

Naveen K. Mittal, M.D.
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General Pediatrics

The mission of the Division of General Pediatrics 
is to improve the health and well-being of children 
through excellence in clinical care, teaching, research, 
and advocacy. The division has recognized national 
leadership in research, health policy, and advocacy 
regarding racial and ethnic disparities in child health, 
and in improving access to and quality of care for 
underserved populations of children.

In 2009, Division faculty supervised the care of over 
10,000 patients seen by CMC pediatric residents in the 
Resident Continuity Clinic. Our Attending Physicians 
also cared for over 6,000 hospitalized children on the 
inpatient teaching services, while providing outstanding 
teaching to pediatric residents and UTSW medical 
students. There were 1,604 visits to the Foster Care 
Clinic, 1,024 visits to the REACH Clinic, 363 visits to 
the Medical Student Clinic (supervised by General 
Pediatrics Attending Physicians), and 122 visits to 
the International Adoption Medicine Service. The 

Adolescent Young Adult Service experienced 1,999 visits in 2009. The division also initiated the Pediatric 
Diagnostic and Consultation Clinic.

Since the last Annual Report, division faculty published 16 articles and book chapters, including articles 
in Pediatrics, the American Journal of Preventive Medicine, Academic Pediatrics, the Journal of Asthma, 
the Journal of the American Dental Association, and Pediatric Pulmonology. Our two Academic General 
Pediatrics fellows presented abstracts at the 2009 Pediatric Academic Societies meetings, including a 
platform presentation in the prestigious AAP Presidential Plenary session.

Division faculty garnered numerous honors and awards, including invited written testimony for the United 
States Congress, appointment to an Institute of Medicine committee, election as the Chair of the Research 
Committee of the Academic Pediatric Association, membership on the Diversity Task Force for the Society 
for Adolescent Medicine, co-founding and co-chairing the Family-Centered Care Special Interest Group of 
the Academic Pediatric Association, the Millie and Richard Brock Award for Distinguished Contributions to 
Pediatrics, the Physician Award from the Dallas Business Journal Healthcare Heroes, membership on the 
Texas Department State Health Services MedCares (Medical Child Abuse Referral and Evaluation Services) 
Advisory Committee, recognition as a Texas Super Doctor by Texas Monthly, appointment as the UTSW 
Associate Dean of Student Affairs, the UT Southwestern Socrates Award (Clinical Teaching Award), UT 
Southwestern Teaching Awards in Clinical Medicine (for two faculty) from the Classes of 2011 and 2012, and 
appointment as the Associate Program Director of the Pediatric Residency Program at Children’s Medical 
Center Dallas. 

Faculty
Glenn Flores, M.D., F.A.A.P., Professor of Pediatrics and Public Health and the Judith and Charles 
Ginsburg Chair in Pediatrics, is the Director of the Division of General Pediatrics and the Director of the 
Academic General Pediatrics Fellowship Program. Dr. Flores graduated with honors from Harvard College, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1984, and received his medical degree from the University of California, San 
Francisco, in 1989.  After performing his residency in pediatrics at New York Hospital/ Cornell Medical Center 
from 1989 to 1992 he was a RWJ Clinical Scholar at Yale University from 1993 to 1995.  He is on the editorial 
board of the Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, and previously served on the editorial 

Glenn Flores, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Director, General Pediatrics
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board of Academic Pediatrics. He is Chair of the Research Committee of the Academic Pediatric Association 
and a member of the National Advisory Committee of the Robert Wood Johnson Amos Medical Faculty 
Development Program, the Committee on Pediatric Research the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the 
Institute of Medicine Committee on Pediatric Health and Health Care Quality Measures. He was a member 
of the Expert Panel for the Department of Health and Human Services Health Care Language Services 

United States Senate on Latino health and the Hispanic Health Improvement Act, and provided invited written 
testimony on health disparities for the U.S. House of Representatives’ Ways and Means Committee. Dr. Flores 
was an invited speaker at the National Summit on America’s Children convened by Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi. He is a member of the Frew Advisory Committee for the Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission. He has served as a consultant and national advisory committee member for the American 
Medical Association, National Hispanic Medical Association, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the U.S. Surgeon General, and the Sesame Street Workshop. He received the 2006 American Academy of 
Pediatrics Outstanding Achievement Award in the Application of Epidemiologic Information to Child Health 
Advocacy and the 2008 Millie and Richard Brock Award for Distinguished Contributions to Pediatrics. He has 
published 111 articles and book chapters on a variety of topics in such journals as JAMA, the New England 
Journal of Medicine, Pediatrics, and the Lancet, including many papers that address uninsured children and 
racial/ethnic and linguistic disparities in children’s health and healthcare.

Rebeca Alvarez-Piantini, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: Child abuse, Munchausen by proxy
Education: Southwestern Adventist College, Keene, TX, B.S., 1985; Loma Linda 
University School of Medicine, CA, M.D., 1989
Post-doctoral training: Loma Linda University Medical Center, CA, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1992

Amy Barton, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics
Education: University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, B.A., 1996; University of 
Oklahoma College of Medicine, Oklahoma City, M.D., 2000
Post-doctoral training: University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center/Children’s 
Hospital of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, Resident, Pediatrics, 2000-2003

Jane Brotanek, M.D., M.P.H.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: Latino child health, racial/ethnic disparities, cultural 

nutritional practices
Education: Yale College, New Haven, CT, B.A., 1994; New York University School of 
Medicine, New York, M.D., 1998; University of Rochester, NY, M.P.H., 2004
Post-doctoral training: New York University School of Medicine/St. Vincent’s Medical 
Center, Staten Island, Resident, Pediatrics, 1998-2001; University of Rochester, NY, 
Fellow, General Academic Pediatrics, 2001-2004
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General Pediatrics

Laura Brumley, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Adolescent medicine, child maltreatment
Education: Hendrix College, Conway, AR, B.A., 2000; UT Health Science Center at 
Houston, M.D., 2004
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Intern and Resident, Pediatrics, 
2004-2006; Children’s Hospital and Research Center, Oakland, CA, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 2006-2007

Matthew J. Cox, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: Physical abuse, sexual child abuse, neglect, inpatient 
general pediatrics
Education: Texas A&M University, College Station, B.S., 1993; UT Medical School at 
Houston, M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training: Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1998–2001; Chief Resident, 2001-2002; Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 
PA, Fellow, Child Abuse and Neglect, 2002-2004

Ami Dharia, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics
Education: Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, B.S., 1999; UT Southwestern, 
M.D., 2003
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2003–2006; 
Chief Resident, 2006-2007

Susan Dibs, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: International adoption medicine
Education: University of California, Los Angeles, B.S., 1981; University of Pittsburgh, 
PA, M.S., 1985; Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York, NY, Ph.D., 1987; Case 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH, M.D., 1991
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, PA, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1992-1994; Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 1994-1997

Vanthaya N. Gan, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics, dermatology, asthma
Education: Mahidol University, Bangkok, Thailand, B.S., 1971; Mahidol University, 
Ramathibodi Hospital, Bangkok, Thailand, M.D., 1973
Post-doctoral training: Ramathibodi Hospital, Rotating Intern, Pediatrics, 1973-
1974; UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, 1974-1977; UT Southwestern, Fellow, 
Ambulatory Pediatrics, 1977-1979

Lauren Gore, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics
Education:Texas A&M University, College Station, B.S., 2000; UT Health Science 
Center at Houston, M.D., 2004
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2004-2007; 
Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 2007-2008
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Julie A. Hayes, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics
Education: Emory University, Atlanta, GA, B.S., 2000; Tulane University, New Orleans, 
LA, M.D., 2004
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 2004-2007

Patricia J. Hicks, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics, complex care
Education: Indiana University, Bloomington, B.S., 1979; Indiana University School of 
Medicine, Bloomington, M.D., 1984
Post-doctoral training: Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1984-1987

Shelby Joseph, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics
Education: Creighton University, Omaha, NE, B.A., cum laude, 2001; Rush University, 
Chicago, IL, M.D., 2005
Post-doctoral training: Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, IL, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 2006-2008; Chief Resident, 2008-2009

Nancy R. Kelly, M.D., M.P.H.
Associate Professor
Clinical/research expertise: General pediatrics, anticipatory guidance, injury and 
poison prevention, resident education in continuity clinic
Education: Texas A&M University, College Station, B.S., 1983, UT Medical Branch at 
Galveston, M.D., 1987; UT Health Science Center at Houston, M.P.H., 1994
Post-doctoral training: University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, 
Resident, Pediatrics, 1987-1990; Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 1990-1991; Baylor College 
of Medicine, Houston, TX, Fellow, Academic General Pediatrics, 1991-1994

Karen Y. Latour, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: General pediatrics, health care and access to health care 
of underserved children
Education: Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, B.S., 2000; UT Medical Branch at 
Galveston, M.D., 2005
Post-doctoral training: Louisiana State Health Science Center, New Orleans, 
Resident, Pediatrics, 2005-2008; Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 2008-2009
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May Lau, M.D., M.P.H.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: Adolescent general and sexual health issues, racial/
ethnic health disparities
Education: Cornell University, New York, NY, B.A., 1992; Albany Medical College, NY, 
M.D., 1998; UT Health Science Center at Houston, M.P.H., 2004
Post-doctoral training: Albany Medical College, NY, Intern and Resident, 1998-2001; 
Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston, Fellow, Adolescent 
Medicine, 2001-2004; Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Resources and 
Services Administration, Fellow, Leadership Education in Adolescent Health, 2001-2004

Michael Lee, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics
Education: Baylor University, Waco, TX, 1987-1991, UT Southwestern, M.D., 1995
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1995-1998

Karen E. S. Meador, M.D., M.B.A.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: General pediatrics
Education: Rice University, Houston, TX, B.A., 1993; UT Health Science Center at 
Houston, M.D., 1997; The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
M.B.A., 2002
Post-doctoral training: UT Health Science Center at San Antonio, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1997-2000

Angela P. Mihalic, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical/research expertise: General pediatrics, medical student and resident 
education
Education: UT Austin College of Pharmacy, B.S., 1990; UT Southwestern, M.D., 1995
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1995-1998; 
PAS/APA Educational Scholars Program, 2006-2009

Vineeta Mittal, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: General pediatrics, family-centered care
Education: St. Xavier’s College, Bombay University, India, H.S.C., 1988; Bombay 
University, India, M.D., 1994
Post-doctoral training: Bombay University, India, Resident, Pediatrics, 1994-1997; 
Canberra Clinical School, University of Sydney, Australia, Fellow, Neonatology, 1998-
2000; Royal College of Pediatrics and ChildHealth, London, England, International 
Pediatric Training Scheme, 2001-2002; Brown Medical School, Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital, Providence, RI, Resident, Pediatrics, 2003-2005
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Anu N. Partap, M.D., M.P.H.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: General pediatrics, child abuse and neglect
Education: University of Missouri, Kansas City, B.A., 1992; University of Missouri-
Kansas School of Medicine, M.D., 1995; Arizona Graduate Program in Public Health, 
Tucson, M.P.H., 2001
Post-doctoral training: Maricopa Medical Center/Phoenix Children’s Hospital, 
Resident, Pediatrics, 1995-1997; Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 1997-1998; Maricopa 
Medical Center, Fellow, HRSA Faculty Development, 1998-2000

Rashmi Shetgiri, M.D., M.S.H.S.
Instructor
Clinical/research expertise: General pediatrics, Latino child health, youth violence 
prevention, Latino child health, racial/ethnic health disparities
Education: Drew University, Madison, NJ, B.A., 2000; University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey – New Jersey Medical School, Newark, M.D., 2003; University 
of California School of Public Health, Los Angeles, M.S.H.S., 2008
Post-doctoral training: University of California, Los Angeles, Resident, Pediatrics, 
Community Health & Advocacy Training Program, 2003-2006; University of California, 
Los Angeles, Fellow, Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program, 2006-2009

Joel B. Steinberg, M.D.
Professor
Master, Fashena College at UT Southwestern
Clinical expertise: General pediatric consultation
Education: Tulane University, New Orleans, LA, B.S., 1956; Tulane University School 
of Medicine, New Orleans, LA, M.D., 1959
Post-doctoral training: Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas, TX, Rotating Intern, 1959-
1960; Tulane University School of Medicine, Charity Hospital of Louisiana, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1960-1962, Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 1962

Jennifer Walsh, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine
Clinical expertise: Adolescent and young adult care
Education: Princeton University, NJ, A.A., 1998; UT Health Science Center at Houston, 
M.D., 2003
Post-doctoral training: University of North Carolina Hospitals, Chapel Hill, Resident, 
Internal Medicine and Pediatrics, 1999-2003

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff

Fellows (Research Interests)

2nd Year
Suzanne Roper Dakil, M.D.

trauma, development of tools to identify families at risk and guide prevention efforts
Christina Sakai, M.D.
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General Pediatrics

Clinical/Research Staff
Hua Lin, Ph.D.
   Biostatistical Consultant III
Christina Bridon
   Senior Program Coordinator

Research Activities
General Pediatrics research activities encompass a wide variety of domains, including pediatric health 
services, health policy, access to healthcare, quality of care, patient safety, racial/ethnic disparities, language 
issues in healthcare, cultural competency, asthma, obesity, oral health, poverty and its impact on child health, 
pediatric workforce diversity, qualitative research, prevention of youth violence, teen dating, prevention of 
teen pregnancy, use of poison control centers, family-centered care, educational interventions for residents 
and medical students, and transitional care for adolescents and young adults. 

Clinical Activities
The Division of General Pediatrics provides both inpatient and outpatient care at Children’s. Division faculty 
staff both the inpatient teaching service and provide outpatient care and consultation in eight specialized 
clinics.

Staffed by physicians who have special interest and training in adolescent and sports medicine, the 
Adolescent Young Adult (AYA) Clinic provides primary and specialty care services for patients 11 to 21 years 
old and welcomes referrals from community physicians and healthcare clinics. Through healthcare delivery, 
education and research, the AYA Clinic seeks to improve adolescent health. There were 1,999 visits in 2009 
to the AYA Clinic.

One of only a few dozen in the United States, the International 
Adoption Medicine Program offers comprehensive medical 
care and advice to assist internationally adopted children, 
their parents and the community doctors who care for 
them, including medical evaluations before adoption, 
initial health screenings and follow-up care for children 
with special physical, developmental and social-emotional 
needs. There were 122 visits in 2009 to the International 
Adoption Medicine Clinic.

The REACH Program provides outpatient medical evaluations for child abuse diagnosis, prevention and 
treatment, and inpatient and emergency department consultations in cases of suspected child abuse. Medical 
follow-up, networking with a variety of state and local agencies and social services are offered through the 
REACH Program. Supported by physicians, pediatric nurse practitioners see children in the Foster Care 
Clinic, where they provide placement exams, pre-adoption physical and developmental screenings, and 
primary care medical services for children in foster care in Dallas County. There were 1,033 visits in 2009 to 
the REACH Clinic.

The Foster Care Clinic provides placement exams, medical homes, and pre-adoption physicals for children 
from infancy to 19 years old living in out-of-home placement due to child abuse and neglect.  The Foster 
Care Clinic had almost 1,600 visits in 2009.   Drs. Anu Partap and Christina Sakai, and PNPs Sandra Arthur 
and Mary Pat Glazier work closely with foster parents, foster agencies, CPS, court systems, and the REACH 
Team to optimize each child’s health, healthcare, safety, and well-being.   
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Pediatric residents receive training in primary ambulatory continuous care in the Resident Continuity Clinic, 
providing comprehensive care to both well and chronically ill children. The clinic also is the center for many 
clinical research studies. This state-of-the-art clinic includes technologies that maximize the educational 
experience for residents and improve care for patients. There were 10,354 visits in 2009 to the Resident 
Continuity Clinic. The Acute Care Clinic (First Care) evaluates acute nonemergency patients. Physicians 
supervise pediatric residents and support educational objectives through patient care, informal lectures and 
teaching conferences. The Pediatric Diagnostic and Consultation Clinic is available for referral of patients by 
primary-care physicians and specialists. Division faculty conduct comprehensive evaluations and diagnoses 
of patients and make recommendations for treatment and referrals back to primary-care physicians.

The Medical Student Teaching Clinic evaluates selected acute, nonemergency patients while providing 
outstanding supervised learning experiences for medical students rotating through the outpatient component 
of their pediatric clerkship. It is staffed both by division faculty and volunteer faculty pediatricians from the 
community. There were 739 visits in 2009 to the Medical Student Teaching Clinic.

Presentations and Teaching Activities
Glenn Flores, M.D., F.A.A.P

Asthma,” 2008 Annual Meeting of the Asthma Coalition of Texas, Dallas, September 2008

Minority Children,” American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, October 2008

Care,” Pediatric Grand Rounds, New York University School of Medicine, New York, NY, November 2008

November 2008 

Care,” Interdepartmental Grand Rounds, Paul L. Foster School of Medicine at Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center, El Paso, March 2009

A.C. and Hilda Freeman Silverman Memorial Lectureship, Department of Pediatrics, State University of 
New York Upstate Medical University College of Medicine, Syracuse, April 2009

Academic Societies’ Meeting, Baltimore, MD, May 2009

Special Lecture, Center for Reducing Health Disparities, Case Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine, Cleveland, OH, July 2009

Combined Pediatrics, Internal Medicine, and Medicine-Pediatrics Grand Rounds, MetroHealth Medical 
Center, Cleveland, OH, October 2009

Retention, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), Chicago, IL, November 2009
Matthew J. Cox, M.D.

Hospital, Dallas, TX, September 2008

Conference, Orlando, FL, November 2008

92



General Pediatrics

Network, Baylor Medical Center, Dallas, TX, March 2009

2009

Children’s, April 2009

Manifestations of Abusive Injuries,” 21st Crimes Against Children Conference, Dallas, TX, August 2009

Children Conference, Charleston, October 2009
May Lau, M.D.

Adolescents,” Third National Leadership Summit on Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health, 
National Harbor, MD, February 2009 (poster presentations)

U.S. Adolescents,” Pediatric Academic Societies, Baltimore, MD, May 2009 (poster presentation)

Services in U.S.,” Culture, Ethnicity, and Healthcare Special Interest Group, Pediatric Academic Societies, 
Baltimore, MD, May 2009

Adolescents,”  AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting, Chicago, IL, June 2009 (poster presentations)
Angela Mihalic, M.D.

Your Institution,” Peer-reviewed Invited Workshop, AAMC Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, November 
2008

Combined Meeting, Baltimore, MD, April, 2009
Vineeta Mittal, M.D.

Standardized Approach to FCRs,” Pediatric Academic Societies’ Meeting, Baltimore, MD, May 2009

Pediatric Dehydration Hospitalizations Can Be Prevented,” Society of Hospitalist Medicine Annual Meeting, 
Tampa, FL, July 2009 (poster presentation)

Improve Patient Outcomes? A Qualitative Study,” Society of Hospitalist Medicine Annual Meeting, Tampa, 
FL, July 2009

Major Administrative and Leadership Responsibilities
Glenn Flores, M.D., F.A.A.P.

and Translational Sciences Award (CTSA)
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Health Initiatives in Dallas (DMCHID)

Health (nominated by the Texas Health and Human Services Commission)
Avance Dallas

Development Program

represented minority pediatric residents)

Network

Healthcare in California, National Initiative for Children’s Healthcare Quality (NICHQ)

Healthcare Conference, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD

Health and Health Care

Children’s Healthcare Quality Measures for Medicaid and CHIP Programs

Quality Measures 
Amy Barton, M.D.

Matthew Cox, M.D.

Services) Advisory Committee

for Child Abuse

94



General Pediatrics

Vanthaya N. Gan, M.D.

Lauren Gore, M.D.

Shelby Joseph, M.D.

Nancy R. Kelly, M.D., M.P.H.

May Lau, M.D.

Michael Lee, M.D.

Angela Mihalic, M.D.

Vineeta Mittal, M.D.

(APA)
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Awards and Honors
Glenn Flores, M.D., F.A.A.P.

Societies Meeting, Honolulu, HI

University College of Medicine, Syracuse

Care Quality Measures
Matthew Cox, M.D.

Advocacy Center

Vanthaya N. Gan, M.D.
Texas Monthly

Angelia Mihalic, M.D.

Vineeta Mittal, M.D.
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Genetics & Metabolism

The Division of Pediatric Genetics and Metabolism is 
a major resource for clinical genetics in North Texas, 
with clinics at Children’s that are unique in the region. 

inborn errors of metabolism in North Texas. Referrals are 

of a variety of other genetic conditions such as Marfan 

clinical services for the major clinical laboratories at UT 
Southwestern that deal with genetic conditions including 
the molecular diagnosis, cytogenetics and metabolic 
disease laboratories.

Faculty
Lewis J. Waber, M.D., Ph.D.

Mary Esther Carlin, M.D.
Clinical Associate Professor
Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Intern and Resident, Pediatrics 

Lewis Waber, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Pediatric Genetics & Metabolism



Ralph DeBerardinis, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Genetics
Sowell Family Scholar in Medical Research

Research expertise:
inborn errors of metabolism, metabolism and tumor cell growth
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Clinical/Research Staff

Research Activities

each round of the cell cycle, cells need to double their 

tremendous challenge requiring energy, building blocks 
and the coordination of a large number of metabolic 

that these metabolic activities are orchestrated by growth 

embryogenesis, wound healing, activation of the immune 

with metabolic diseases.

Martha Barton, LMSW
   Social Worker, Metabolic Clinic
Gail Brookshire, M.S., CGC
   Senior Genetic Counselor
Debbie Clark, LMSW-ACP
   Social Worker, Down Syndrome Clinic
Katie Green, M.S., RD, LD
   Nutritionist
Juan Jasso, M.D.
   Resident

Donnice Michel, M.S., CGC
   Genetic Counselor
Christine Quinn, M.S., CCC-SLP

Joanna Spahis, M.S.N., RN
   Advance Practice Nurse
Jessica Sudderth
   Research Assistant I
Chendong Yang
   Research Scientist



Genetics & Metabolism

Clinical Activities
The division’s clinical activities at Children’s are focused in three areas. Faculty and staff in the Down 

genetic disorders receive evaluation and testing in the Genetics Clinic. 
Chromosomal metabolic and DNA analysis for diagnosis of genetic 

The Metabolic Disease Service also functions as a major referral center for 

Center.  When a baby in North Texas is found to have a metabolic abnormality on the newborn screen, the 

Presentations/Teaching Activities

in the biochemistry, genetics and embryology courses. Dr. Waber is the Director of the embryology course 

Lewis J. Waber, M.D., Ph.D.



Ralph DeBerardinis, M.D., Ph.D.

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Lewis J. Waber, M.D., Ph.D.



Hematology-Oncology

During the 2008-2009 academic year there were 28 full-
time faculty members in the Division of Hematology-

blood disorders and childhood malignancies. The division 
is nationally distinguished for its design and conduct of 
NIH-funded multi-center clinical trials involving childhood 

in the Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders (CCBD) at 

In 2009 Children’s Medical Center’s Oncology Program was 

faculty in July 2009 following his recruitment from the Dana Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical 

George R. Buchanan, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Hematology-Oncology
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the Hematology-Oncology faculty.

Faculty
George R. Buchanan, M.D.

Dr. Buchanan holds the Children’s Cancer Fund Distinguished Chair in Pediatric Oncology and Hematology 
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Hematology-Oncology

James F. Amatruda, M.D., Ph.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Kristine W. Appel, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Victor M. Aquino, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training: 

Carmen Ballestas, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Robert O. Bash, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
bereavement
Education:
Post-doctoral training:



Daniel C. Bowers, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
survivors
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

J. Scott Cameron, M.D., Ph.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

MaryEllen Cavalier, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
disease
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Jennifer A. Cox, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Shelley E. Crary, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Hematology-Oncology

Alexander Gozman, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Paul Harker-Murray, M.D., Ph.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Janna M. Journeycake, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

1999-2002

Laura Klesse, M.D., Ph.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:
2001
Post-doctoral training:

Andrew Koh, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Patrick J. Leavey, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Timothy McCavit, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education: magna cum laude

Post-doctoral training: 

Cindy E. Neunert, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Amy Kun Pass, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:
cum laude
Post-doctoral training:



Hematology-Oncology

Matthew H. Porteus, M.D. Ph.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Charles T. Quinn, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Zora R. Rogers, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education: with honors

Post-doctoral training:

1990

Tamra L. Slone, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Martha Stegner, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Cristina Tarango, M.D.
Instructor
Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Jonathan E. Wickiser, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

 

Naomi J. Winick, M.D.
Professor

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)
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2nd Year

in children with cancer

1st Year

febrile children with cancer

Incoming Fellows

Clinical/Research Staff

The division’s clinical research infrastructure is 

at Children’s and with UT Southwestern’s Cancer 

tumor survivors
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Research Activities
Oncology

consortium of cancer research centers.

with cancer.

Hematology

Laboratory Research

the Hematology-Oncology faculty has greatly enhanced the division’s visibility both locally and nationally. 

110



Hematology-Oncology

Clinical Research

Research Funding

These are in addition to the numerous other grants and contracts from the NIH held by divisional faculty 
members.

Long-range Research Program Goal

interact.

The Hematology-Oncology Division is 
nationally distinguished for its design and 
conduct of NIH-funded multi-center clinical 

disease and hemorrhagic disorders.
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Clinical Activities

disorders.

staffed by three or four full-time faculty members and several 

Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation Program

Outreach
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Hematology-Oncology

Presentations/Teaching Activities
The faculty in the Division of Hematology-Oncology have made a major commitment to teaching medical 

Journal Club and team meetings of each of the disease-oriented sub-

George Buchanan, M.D.



James Amatruda, M.D., Ph.D.

February 2009

February 2009

Daniel Bowers, M.D.

Scott Cameron, M.D., Ph.D.

Shelley Crary, M.D., M.S.C.S.

October 2009
Paul Harker-Murray, M.D., Ph.D.

Janna Journeycake, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Laura Klesse, M.D., Ph.D.

2009
Patrick Leavey, M.D.



Hematology-Oncology

2009
Cindy Neunert, M.D.

December 2009

2009
Matthew Porteus, M.D., Ph.D.

2009

2009

Charles T. Quinn, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Zora Rogers, M.D.



Cristina Tarango, M.D.

Naomi Winick, M.D.

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
George Buchanan, M.D.

Screening Program Performance Measures Project

Oncology

James F. Amatruda, M.D., Ph.D.

Victor Aquino, M.D.



Hematology-Oncology

Robert Bash, M.D.

Southwestern
Daniel Bowers, M.D.

Scott Cameron, M.D., Ph.D.

Southwestern

Jennifer Cox, M.D.

Janna Journeycake, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Haemostasis

CCBD

Patrick Leavey, M.D.

Cindy E. Neunert, M.D.

Matthew Porteus, M.D., Ph.D.

Charles T. Quinn, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Zora Rogers, M.D.



Tamra Slone, M.D.

Hematology
Jonathan Wickiser, M.D.

Naomi Winick, M.D.

Awards and Honors
George Buchanan, M.D.

James Amatruda, M.D., Ph.D.

Shelley Crary, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Timothy McCavit, M.D.

Cindy Neunert, M.D.

Tamra Slone, M.D.

Cristina Tarango, M.D.

The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders at Children’s is a 
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Leukemia
   ALL
   AML
   Other
Lymphoma
   Hodgkin’s
   Non-Hodgkin’s
Solid Tumor
   Central Nervous System
   Wilms/Other Kidney
   Hepatoblastoma/other liver
   Osteosarcoma
   Ewing's sarcoma
   Rhabdomyosarcoma
   Other soft tissue tumors
   Neuroblastoma
   Retinoblastoma
   Other malignant tumors
   Germ cell tumors
   Histiocytosis
   Miscellaneous (borderline)
   Myeloproliferative disorders
Total

Neurofibromatosis

Sickle Cell Disease
   Sickle cell anemia
   Sickle C disease
   Sickle beta plus thalassemia
   Sickle beta zero thalassemia
   Other hemoglobinopathies
Total

Coagulation Disorders
   Hemophilia A
   Hemophilia B
   Von Willebrand Disease
   Thrombosis
   Other Disorders
Total

Other Hematologic Disorders*

Misc. Patient Evaluations

Total New Patients

2000

28
8
1

4
10

56
12

2
1
2
5
4
5
2
7
4

10
13

174

30
11
4
1
4

50

9
0

11

3
23

202

133

582

2001

37
9
1

7
11

54
8
4
7
1
4
3
9
3
9
6
5

11

189

33
12

9
1
5

60

12
0
8

13
33

258

129

669

2002

34
8
2

4
6

57
2
1
0
2
2
6

11
9

12
2
8
6

172

18

30
14

6
0
3

53

14
3

11

23
51

259

136

689

2003

45
8
4

10
13

61
14

8
4
3
7
3

12
7
4
4
9
5

221

23

45
17

8
0
2

72

15
2
4
6

37
64

218

149

747

2004

31
9
2

4
12

61
16

1
9
5
5
8

12
5
8
5
4
5
7

209

21

39
13

0
1
8

61

11
4
7

36
15
73

217

157

738

2005

49
3
1

9
8

70
9
4
8
2
4
4

10
2
8
2

16
6
2

217

25

35
19

7
3
0

64

13
2

10
47

3
75

256

189

826

2006

38
9
9

6
16

74
8
4
8
7
2
4
9
3
7
3

13
9

229

20

38
18

2
1
3

62

12
3
6

46
3

70

277

184

842

2007

53
10

4

5
6

70
11
4
5
6
3
3
4
7

11
8

14
6

236

49

47
30

1
1
3

82

6
0
6

75
5

92

362

177

998

2008

58
13

4

13
15

84
12

2
6
4
4
4

12
7
6
7

10
11

278

48

48
17

4
1
1

71

17
2
5

55
5

84

476

259

1,216

2009

48
8
4

5
8

99
9
3
6
3
7
6

11
7

12
12

9
6
5

268

38

34
30

5
0
4

73

15
1

14
60

4
94

443

200

1,116

New Patients

*Neutropenia, idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura, miscellaneous anemias, etc.

HEMATOLOGY-ONCOLOGY PATIENT STATISTICS
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Active Patients
   ACE - Peds
   ACE -Young Adult
   Sickle cell disease
   Hemophilia & related inherited
      coagulopathies
   Misc. hematologic disorders
   Chronic erythrocyte
      transfusions
   Chronic apheresis

Stem Cell Transplants
   Autologous
   Allogeneic
Total

Outpatient Unit Visits - Dallas
   Oncology
   Neuro-oncology
   BMT
   ACE -Young Adult
   Sickle cell disease
   Hemophilia & related
      coagulopathies
   Other hematology
Total

Hospitalizations - Dallas
   Oncology Patients
   Hematology Patients
Total

Total Hospital Days - Dallas
   Oncology Patients
   Hematology Patients
Total

Outpatient Unit Visits - Legacy
   Oncology
   Neuro-oncology
   BMT
   ACE -Young Adult
   Sickle cell disease
   Hemophilia & related inherited
      coagulopathies
   Hematology
Total

Hospitalizations - Legacy
   Oncology Patients
   Hematology Patients
Total

Total Hospital Days - Legacy
Oncology Patients
Hematology Patients
Total

2000

597

155

35

5
6

11

7,821

458
320

1,439

555
1,294

11,857

1,019
350

1,369

4,844
1,093
5,937

2001

589

168

4
13
17

7,351

496
299

1,053

445
1,741

11,385

1,096
363

1,459

5,666
1,141
6,807

2002

597

226

33
10

7
12
19

7,116

581
309

1,143

493
1,791

11,433

1,036
439

1,475

4,988
1,453
6,441

2003

613

157

56

4
5
9

7,497

484
293

1,236

486
1,931

11,927

1,118
432

1,550

5,152
1,485
6,637

2004

269
171
632

158

50
10

7
10
17

7,571

623
300

1,459

583
1,794

12,300

1,239
450

1,689

5,808
1,305
7,113

2005

289
101
626

155

49

10
6

16

7,681

566
337

1,301

553
1,813

12,251

1,133
387

1,520

6,242
1,141
7,383

2006

303
131
669

157
@500

54
6

6
11
17

7,619

519
337

1,167

475
1,994

12,111

1,045
346

1,391

7,492
1,165
8,657

2007

377
150
639

235
569

70
9

9
16
25

6,533
1,232

867
337

1,243

471
2,219

12,931

1,010
421

1,431

6,745
1,795
8,540

2008

359
155
659

255
863

72
10

9
18
27

6,905
1,942

876
342

1,354

452
2,966

14,837

1,120
442

1,562

7,903
2,031
9,934

202
58

14
9

24
184
481

2009

386
156
682

263
840

83
5

4
18
22

6,493
1,902

788
391

1,802

560
2,783

14,719

543
107
10
29
67

50
401

2,619

31
11
42

237
13

250

HEMATOLOGY-ONCOLOGY PATIENT STATISTICS
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Hospitalist Medicine

Faculty
M. Douglas Baker, M.D.
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Christina C. Bourland, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Clifford N. Chen, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training: 

Kenneth Chen, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Laura Davidson Harn, M.D.

Clinical expertise: 
Education:
2002
Post-doctoral training:

Vijay Kalidindi, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Benjamin C. Lee, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training: 
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Eron S. Linver, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Jessica Lynn Lloyd, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education: magna cum laude

Post-doctoral training:

Shai Manzuri, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Adrienne McMillan, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Amit Mehta, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Kimberly D. Mulson, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Hospitalist Medicine

Gayle Murray, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Roxana Narat, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Phuong T. Nguyen, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Anna Seong-Hee Pak, M.D., F.A.A.P.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Reina M. Patel, D.O.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Hospitalist Medicine

Stephen Pishko, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Stephanie Porter, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Yolande Pengetnze, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Luis Seguias, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Karthik Srinivasan, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Research expertise:

Post-doctoral training:



Hospitalist Medicine

Shirley Tetteh, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Bharath Thankavel, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Kathleen Vandiver, M.D.

Clinical expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Jennifer Walsh, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Patient Care
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Medical Education

Research Activities

Advocacy




