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Infectious Disease

UT Southwestern Clinical Fellowship in South Africa
It’s Tuesday, and Dr. Lana Lee is hopping into her car for 
her daily route from the cottage on the Farrant farm into 
Vaalwater for her work at Boikhutsong Hospice.  Today is 
the busy day when most of the blood gets drawn for the 
week. She will see 20-30 patients today, whose drawn 
blood will be sent by courier to the lab at Ndlovu Medical 
Center. Later in the week, she will review last week’s 
labs with CD4 counts and viral loads, tests previously 
unavailable in this part of rural South Africa, until the 
Waterberg Welfare Society opened its doors.  The 
patients Lana sees are poor, black South Africans living 
in the government-built township or on the farms. Most 
of them are severely under-educated and living with a 
suspicion of HIV but have a fear of getting tested due to 
the grave stigma it brings in their country. 

At some point they choose to walk through the gates of the clinic at the edge of the township, where they 
are met by July Letsebe, the lead counselor, recently recovered from multi-drug resistant tuberculosis. They 
receive education and counseling about HIV, have a swab taken of their gums, and then see the doctor. 

referral to the hospital, perhaps for pneumonia, heart failure or meningitis. After they have come consistently 
for appointments, bring in a family member or other supporter and vow to discontinue treatments being given 
by the local traditional healers, patients can then be given HIV medications. 

Lana started the UT Southwestern Clinical Fellowship in South Africa in November 2008, initially for a six-
month program. She found the work so rewarding and the need so great that she extended her time in South 
Africa another year. Lana brought continuity to the program with her steadfast and gentle approach to patient 

medical students. 

The Waterburg Welfare Society (WWS) currently serves 
a township of approximately 35,000 people. The HIV 
prevalence rate in South Africa is estimated between 25-30 
percent. The HIV transmission rate from mother-to-child with 
the medications provided by the government is estimated 
at 20 percent, far higher than that of the United States and 
other industrialized countries. The WWS is able to provide 
treatment for pregnant women similar to that received in the 
United States. 

In 2009, the WWS started antiretroviral treatment for 112 
men/boys and 204 women/girls, bringing the cumulative 
number of patients on treatment to 409. Twenty-seven 
women were placed on therapy in 2009, making the total 
number of pregnant women treated in the program to date 
to 55. Only one infant of a mother treated in the program has 
become infected, making the transmission rate at the WWS 

what can be achieved using the South African government 
regimen. 
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line therapies based on World Health Organization 
recommendations, but also to provide second- and third-

line agents. This is a major accomplishment and key to 
the sustainability of any HIV program if it is to meet the 
standards set by American health care. UT Southwestern 
fellows are able to seek advice for managing these more 
complex cases through communications with Dr. Theresa 
Barton and other UT Southwestern HIV experts.

The UT Southwestern Fellowship program provided 
funding for Dr. Lee to attend the International AIDS 
Society Conference on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment 
and Prevention in Capetown, South Africa. In addition 
to learning some of the most up-to-date advances in HIV care, Dr. Lee wrote, “The conference was very 
good. It raised a lot of questions on my end regarding some of the quandaries of practicing in a resource-
limited setting, but also made me think about some of the things we do at the clinic and wonder where we 

the conference, which provided an opportunity for important networking and collaboration between the two 
organizations. 

In order to provide additional HIV expertise support, as well as continuing education for the Fellows, a 
series of web-based conferences were started in 2009. The conferences are scheduled every other week, 
depending on availability away from clinical duties, and have consisted of didactic lectures and case-based 
discussions of HIV management. When possible, the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Fellows also attend to 
learn from the challenging scenarios presented by the South Africa Fellows. In order to be as cost-saving as 
possible, conferences have been conducted using a paid conference service (The Conference Group) with 
a free web chat service (Skype). 

The establishment of a four-week elective rotation for 
senior UT Southwestern medical students, enabled the 
accommodation of four medical students in 2009. Funds 
were used to assist students with transportation costs, 
as well as to provide safe lodging and cellular telephone 
access for the students. A curriculum and schedule were 
established allowing them to experience not only medical 
care in the clinic, but the social impact of HIV in this rural 
African community through participation in counseling, 
home visits and prevention outreach efforts.

The UT Southwestern Clinical Fellowship in South Africa 
continues to provide a meaningful training experience for 
physicians interested in HIV primary and specialty care. 
It is an example of bringing American technology and 

standards of care into an impoverished area, without imposing American values over the spirit of South Africa. 
The program goals are to create a sustainable presence and open the door for future medical students and 
residents, allowing them to learn the practice of medicine in a resource-poor area and reap the rewards of 
caring for patients where the needs are greatest.
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Infectious Disease

The Division of Pediatric Infectious Disease at UT 
Southwestern has provided an active infectious 
disease consultation service for Children’s for more 
than 40 years, with consultation and care to more than 
700 infants and children each year. Division faculty 
direct the infection control program at Children’s and 
manage an active ambulatory service for children with 
infectious diseases, including a large clinic for HIV-
infected and HIV-exposed children and adolescents. In 
these clinics, fellows, residents and medical students 
are trained in the management of complicated 
infectious diseases in pediatrics. This clinical training 
is in the form of consultations, rounds, conferences 
and outpatient infectious disease and HIV clinics. 
Since 1965, 96 physicians from 23 different countries 
have completed training in the division’s fellowship 
training program and approximately 75 percent of 
these individuals have academic appointments at 
universities and children’s hospitals worldwide. Many 
graduates of the program are Chairs or Directors of 
academic programs. 

Faculty in Pediatric Infectious Disease also have been actively engaged in clinically applied research for 
more than 40 years. Results of their clinical- and laboratory-based research are presented at many forums 
nationally and internationally. The faculty is recognized worldwide as leaders in many areas of infectious 
diseases and as principal investigators of domestic and international collaborative research projects. The 
research efforts of the division are supported by a wide variety of sources including the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Disease (AIAID), the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
(NICHD), the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and several foundations as well as 
through grants and contracts from the pharmaceutical industry.

As a consultative service, faculty and fellows in Pediatric Infectious Disease interact with all divisions in the 
department and assist in the management of children with a variety of underlying medical problems.
 

Faculty
Jeffrey Kahn, M.D., Ph.D., Professor and Director of the Pediatric Infectious Disease program, holds the Sarah 
M. and Charles E. Seay Chair in Pediatric Infectious Diseases.  He was recruited from Yale University in May 

States to report the clinical features, epidemiology and genetic features of human metapneumovirus, human 
coronavirus HKU1 and NL63, and human bocavirus. These new viruses are associated with upper and lower 
respiratory tract disease in infants and young children. Dr. Kahn earned his B.S. at McGill University, Montreal, 
PQ, Canada in 1982 and his M.D. and Ph.D. degrees from State University of New York, Health Science Center 
at Brooklyn in 1991. His Ph.D. in Microbiology focused on the molecular biology of vaccinia virus, the virus used 
in the smallpox vaccine. He performed his internship and residency in Pediatrics at Yale-New Haven Hospital 
in Connecticut from 1991 to 1994 and served as Chief Resident of Pediatrics at the newly-opened Children’s 
Hospital at Yale-New Haven. Dr. Kahn completed his Pediatric Infectious Disease Fellowship at Yale University 
from 1995-1998, after which he joined the faculty at Yale. Among his accomplishments, Dr. Kahn received 
distinguished research, clinical and teaching awards at Yale and has received research funding from the National 
Institutes of Health, the American Lung Association, and the American Heart Association, among others.

Jeffrey Kahn, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Pediatric Infectious Disease
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Monica Ardura, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases
Research expertise: Infections in immunocompromised hosts and related clinical trials
Education: Ursinus College, Collegeville, PA, B.S., 1994; Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, PA, D.O., 1997, UT Southwestern, Clinical Research Scholar, 
Clinical Sciences, 2007-2010
Post-doctoral training: Penn State Geisinger Health System, Danville, PA, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1997-2000; Chief Resident, Pediatrics and Medicine, 2000-2001; UT 
Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 2004-2008

Theresa Barton, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Director, ARMS (AIDS Related Medical Services) Clinic
Interim Director, UT Southwestern Clinical Fellowship in South Africa
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases, HIV infection
Research expertise: Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
Education: Smith College, Northampton, MA, A.B, 1993; UT Southwestern, M.D., 1997
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1997-2000; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 2000-2003

Michelle A. Gill, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases, immunology
Research expertise: Immunobiology of human dendritic cells and their role in the 
pathogenesis of clinical disease processes
Education: Louisiana State University, Shreveport, B.S., summa cum laude, 1988; 
Louisiana State University Medical Center, Shreveport, Ph.D., 1993; M.D., 1995
Post-doctoral training: University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, 
Intern and Resident, Pediatrics, 1995-1998; Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 1998-1999; UT 
Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 1999-2003

George H. McCracken, Jr., M.D.
Professor
GlaxoSmithKline Distinguished Professorship of Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases, meningitis, respiratory infectious 
diseases
Research expertise: The epidemiology of invasive pneumococcal disease in Dallas 
and the effectiveness of daptomycin in children with serious MRSA infections
Education: Williams College, Williamstown, MA, B.A., 1958; Cornell University Medical 
College, New York, NY, 1962
Post-doctoral training:  Cornell University Medical College, New York, NY, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1962-1965; UT Southwestern/Children’s, Chief Resident, Pediatrics, 1965-
1966; Investigator, National Institutes of Health, 1966-1968
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Infectious Disease

Jeffrey McKinney, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Resident Education Director
Clinical expertise:  Pediatric infectious diseases, zoonoses
Research expertise: Infections in immunocompromised hosts
Education: University of Iowa, Iowa City, B.S., 1986; (Oxon) Rhodes Scholar, Oxford 
University, United Kingdom, B.A., 1988; University of Iowa College of Medicine, Iowa 
City, M.D. and Ph.D., 1995
Post-doctoral training: Yale University/Yale-New Haven Children’s Hospital, New 
Haven, CT, Intern and Resident, Pediatrics, 1995-1998; Yale University, New Haven, 
CT, Fellow, Pediatrics and Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology, 1998-2001

Maria Asuncion Mejias, M.D. 
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases
Research expertise:
of RSV infection, host systemic immune response to viral respiratory pathogens, and 

Education: Universidad de Medicina Malaga, Spain, M.D., 1995, UT Southwestern, 
Clinical Research Scholar, Clinical Sciences, 2007-2010
Post-doctoral training: Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1997-2001; UT Southwestern, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases, 2001-2003; Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 2003-2006

John D. Nelson, M.D.
Professor Emeritus
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases
Research expertise: Management of osteomyelitis, mechanisms of antibacterial 
resistance, suppurative and reactive arthritis in children, community-acquired 
pneumonia in children
Education: University of Minnesota Medical School, Minneapolis, B.S., 1952; M.D., 
1954
Post-doctoral training: University of Minnesota Medical School, Minneapolis, 
Resident, Internal Medicine, 1954-1955; UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1957-1959; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 1959-
1960

Octavio Ramilo, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases, HIV infection, respiratory infectious 
diseases
Research expertise: Host-pathogen interactions, immunopathogenesis and new 
therapies for viral infections, clinical application of genomics to infectious diseases
Education: Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain, M.D., 1981
Post-doctoral training: Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1983-1987; UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1992-1993; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 1987-1990; Post-doctoral 
Research Fellow, Immunology, 1990-1992
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Pablo J. Sanchez, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Neonatal and congenital infections
Research expertise: Congenital, perinatal and neonatal infections with focus on 
congenital syphilis and congenital CMV infections, gentamicin nomogram and validation
Education: Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ, B.S., 1977; University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine, PA, M.D., 1981
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, PA, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1981-1984; Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center, New York, NY, Fellow, Neonatology, 
1984-1986; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 1986-1988

Jane Siegel, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric infectious diseases, infection control
Research expertise: Community-acquired MRSA infections, healthcare associated 
infections
Education: University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, B.A., 1970; Boston University 
School of Medicine, MA, M.D., 1974
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, PA, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1974-1977; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Disease, 1977-1979

Post-doctoral Fellows & Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)

Clinical Fellowship in South Africa
Lana Lee, M.D.

Completed June 2009
Steve Grube, M.D.

Chonnamet Techasaensiri, M.D.

3rd Year
Michael Chang, M.D.

Carla Garcia, M.D.

2nd Year
Amanda Evans, M.D.

Alejandor Jordan-Villegas

134



Infectious Disease

1st Year
Thomas Fox, M.D.

Eduardo Lopez Medina, M.D.

Clinical/Research Staff

Romain Banchereau
   Research Assistant
Gagan Bajwa
   Research Associate
Kathy Gaynor
   Senior Research Associate
Shama Khokhar
   Research Assistant II
Alejandra Soriano-Fallas
   Post-doctoral Trainee Clinician
Adriana Sanchez
   Clinical Data Specialist
Benyachalee Techasaensiri
   Clinical Data Specialist

Research Activities
Research in the division involves such areas as diarrhea, bacterial meningitis, clinical pharmacology, 

Mycoplasma), the link between pulmonary infection and asthma, HIV/AIDS, nosocomial infections, genomic 
signatures in children with different infections, immunobiology of the dendritic cell responses to RSV and 

populations and neonatal infections.

Dr. Gill received K08 training award, Dr. Ramilo has been the principal investigator of large program projects 
(U grants) and Dr. McCracken is the principal investigator of the NICHD Pediatric Pharmacology Research 
Network located at both Children’s and UT Southwestern. All fellows participate in research projects with the 
faculty.

Clinical Activities
Consultations in the pediatric and neonatal intensive care units at Parkland and Children’s involve patients 

rheumatologic disorders; and infants and children with a wide variety of classic as well as unusual infectious 
disease problems.

The division is responsible for an active infectious disease ambulatory clinic at Children’s, where follow-
up care is provided to children with complicated infections who were initially managed as in-patients and 
to those who have been referred to the clinic by practicing physicians in the community. The division also 
manages approximately 100 HIV-infected children and adolescents as well as an additional group of infants 
and young children with perinatal HIV exposure. 
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Presentations/Teaching Activities
While in the Pediatric Infectious Disease fellowship 
program, trainees are provided a background in laboratory 
techniques of classical microbiology, immunology and 
molecular biology; experience in application of the 

an opportunity to develop competence in diagnosis and 
management of infectious diseases.

Third- and fourth-year medical students and pediatric residents can elect to work in the general Infectious 
Disease and HIV/AIDS clinics where these patients are managed. During this rotation, trainees gain 
experience with diagnosis and management of infections in neonates, infants and children, familiarity with 
the rationale for selection of antimicrobial agents, and insight into issues related to infection-control practices 
in hospitalized patients.

At a weekly Wednesday morning Infectious Disease Conference, lectures and open discussions are held in 
which infectious disease topics are presented and discussed. Fellows present their work-in-progress reports 
at least twice each year at Journal Club, where cases on the clinical service are thoroughly discussed. 
In addition, the faculty members participate actively in the teaching of students, residents and fellows 
through lectures in the annual Department of Microbiology course; formal and informal discussions with 
students, residents, fellows and visitors during daily rounds; lectures to students and residents at many noon 

and ambulatory clinic service in ARCH; and talks at the annual Children’s-sponsored Haltalin Seminar.

The UT Southwestern Clinical Fellowship in South Africa provides an educational and enlightening medical 
experience for participants. In addition to providing medical services for HIV/AIDS children and adults, 
program fellows are directly involved in providing education and support services for people in the Waterberg 
region of the Limpopo province of South Africa.

Jeffrey S. Kahn, M.D., Ph.D.

Rounds, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, New York, NY, October 2008

November 2008

Society of Pediatric Research Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD, May 2009

Chicago, IL, July 2009
Theresa Barton, M.D.

TX, April 2009

Michelle Gill, M.D, Ph.D.

Children’s, January 2009

2009

The division has one of the oldest and largest 
fellowship training programs in Pediatric 
Infectious Disease in the world.
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Infectious Disease

George H. McCracken Jr., M.D.

Hospital, Kansas City, MO, November 2009
Jane Siegel, M.D.

October 2008

Meeting, San Diego, CA, March 2009

Seminar, UT Southwestern, April 2009

Conference, Dallas TX, April 2009

Texas Pediatric Society Committee of Infectious Disease and Immunizations (Poster presentation)

Kagan, M.D. Lectureship, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA, May 2009

Continuing Medical Education, Children’s Legacy, October 2009

Siegel J, IDSA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, October 2009 (Poster presentation)

David MZ, Daum RS, Henderson J, Loes G, Lo K, Boyle-Vavra S, Asthi K, Siegel J, IDSA Annual Meeting, 
Philadelphia, PA, October 2009 (Poster presentation)

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Jeffrey S. Kahn, M.D., Ph.D.

Theresa Barton, M.D.

Angle)

Michelle Gill, M.D, Ph.D.

Fall Exacerbations) Clinical Trial Protocol Team, NIH/NIAID Inner City 
Asthma Consortium 
George H. McCracken, Jr., M.D.

Foundation
John D. Nelson, M.D.

Drs. George McCracken and John Nelson 
have been Chief Editors of The Pediatric 
Infectious Disease Journal for nearly 30 years.
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Pablo Sanchez, M.D.

Administration (FDA)

Academy of Pediatrics
Jane D Siegel, M.D.

Infection Public Reporting 2007 to present

present

present; Heme-Onc, 2009 to present

Awards and Honors
Monica Ardura, D.O.

Theresa Barton, M.D.

Asuncion Maria Mejias, M.D.
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Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

Rich History in Neonatal Care
In 1973 the Division of Neonatal Medicine consisted of one full-time faculty member, Dr. Jacob Kay, who 
trained at Boston Children’s Hospital in the 1950s. The division also included two part-time faculty, both of 
whom trained at UT Southwestern Medical School and volunteered at Parkland Hospital as needed. At that 

deliveries annually, there was no Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at Parkland, nor at the adjacent 

Care Unit (ICU), which admitted a mix of neonates, older infants and children. Additionally, up to this point, 

In 1973, Dr. Charles Rosenfeld was recruited to join the Neonatal 

University of Colorado.  Central to the recruitment effort was the 

square feet that connected with Children’s. Dr. Rosenfeld came on 
board with the mission to build a NICU and expand the Division. 

Children’s. Soon thereafter, Dr. Kay left Dallas and Dr. Rosenfeld 

was recruited from the University of California San Francisco to 

Pritchard, and Neonatal Medicine.

Furzan and others. In 1976, Drs. Tyson and Rosenfeld, in collaboration with Dr. Paul MacDonald, Chairman 

conjunction with Dr. Juan Jimenez in Obstetrics, the Neonatal Database was established to evaluate all 
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area of the NICU with 15 beds. The older NICU area became the step-down or intermediate care area. This 

The Hospital District and County Commissioners soon realized that Parkland needed to be updated and the 

accommodate the increase in deliveries to 11,000 annually.

the division to collaborate successfully with Dr. Marie McCormick at Harvard on a nationwide study of early 

deliveries. There are presently more than 15,000 births per year and approximately 1,300 admissions to the 
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Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

NICU to become a major site for neonatal referrals in the area. Recruitment efforts continue in order to 

and neonates in North Texas.

academic careers.

to excellence.

The Division of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine maintains a 

clinical care at each site. The division is also responsible 

university levels. Neonatal-Perinatal faculty continue to be 
invited nationally and internationally to present and serve on 
committees to advance neonatal care.

the UT Southwestern, Parkland and Children’s campuses, 

Health & Hospital System, of which 1,300 are admitted to 
the 90-bed NICU at Parkland. The 36-bed referral NICU at 

experience in basic and/or clinical research.

Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine includes basic science projects and neonatal translational and clinical projects, as 

Donald McCurnin and Julide Sisman to the faculty.

Rashmin Savani, M.B.,Ch.B.
Director, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine
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Faculty
Rashmin Savani, M.B.,Ch.B., Professor, is Director of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine at UT Southwestern 

he was recruited to the University of Pennsylvania and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia in 1996. There 

recruited to UT Southwestern.  Dr. Savani’s clincial expertise is in the areas of bronchopulmonary dysplasia, 

Mahmood Alasmi, M.D., M.S.
Associate Professor
Clinical Expertise: Neonatal and newborn care, nutrition
Research Expertise:  Nutrition of very premature infants and newborns, international 
neonatal care and education, neonatal cholesterol metabolism, neonatal lipid 

Education:
Post-doctoral Training: Hahnemann University Hospital, Philadelphia, PA, Resident, 

Cincinnati Medical Center, OH, Pediatric Clinical Research Fellow and Biostatistics and 

Sue Bacsik, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Newborn medicine
Research expertise:
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Timothy Brannon, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical Expertise: Neonatal and newborn care, electronic medical records
Research expertise: Bioinformatics
Education:
Southwestern, M.D., 1988
Post-doctoral training:
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine, 1991-1994



Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

Luc P. Brion, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise:
and electrolytes
Research expertise: Neonatal Research Network and other multicenter clinical trials, 

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Lina Chalak, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy, brain development, early 

chorioamnionitis and cerebral palsy
Research expertise:

spectroscopy (NIRS)
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Hernan Cruz, M.D. 
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
education, nasal intermittent positive pressure ventilation
Research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Faculty in the Division of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine 
coordinate integrated neonatal care across the UT 
Southwestern, Parkland and Children’s campuses.
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William D. Engle, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Bilirubin metabolism and neonatal hyperbilirubinemia, 

Research expertise:

auditory brainstem responses, myeloproliferative disorders in Downs’ syndrome, use of 

Education:
Medicine, Boston, MA, M.D., 1974
Post-doctoral training:

Becky Ennis, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
Research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Roy J. Heyne, M.D.
Professor
Clinical/research expertise:

Research expertise: Neurodevelopmental outcomes in extremely premature infants, 
neurodevelopmental outcomes in neonatal hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy
Education:
School of Medicine, Denver, M.D., 1974
Post-doctoral training:
UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1975-1978

Gregory Jackson, M.D., M.B.A.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Newborn medicine
Research expertise: Bilirubin, infection, neonatal jaundice in hispanic infants, neonatal 
pneumonia, medications, chorioamnionitis-exposed infants, treatment of neonatal 

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

144



Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

Mambarath Jaleel, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Mechanical ventilation, neonatal nutrition, neonatal resuscitation
Research expertise: Neonatal nutrition, neonatal resuscitation, implementation and 
impact of the institution of an electronic medical record
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Hospital, Brown Medical School, Providence, RI, Fellow, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine, 

Sunjun Kang, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Mechanical ventilation, neonatal nutrition, community advocacy, 
fellow education
Education: 
Columbus, M.D., 1989
Post-doctoral training: UT Health Science Center at San Antonio, Resident, 

Rodica Catrinel Marinescu, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
Research expertise:
Education: Universitatea De Medicina-Farmacia, Bucharest, Romania, M.D., 1994.
Post-doctoral training: Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA, Research 

Laura McClendon, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise:  Newborn medicine, resident and medical student 
education
Research expertise:  Newborn medicine
Education: cum laude

Post-doctoral training:

UT Southwestern faculty are consistently highly 
rated for teaching excellence by medical students, 
residents and fellows.
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Donald McCurnin, M.D.

Medical Director, NICU
Clinical/research expertise:
hypertension, severe BPD
Research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Monica Patel M.D. 
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
Research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Eneysis Pena, M.D. 
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Neonatal critical care
Research expertise:
Education: Universidad Nacional Pedro Henriquez Urena, School of Medicine, Santo 

Post-doctoral training:

Susan Raff, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Newborn medicine, implementation of electronic medical record
Research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

 

Research funding for Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine exceeded 
$1.75 million  for 2008-2009. One of the more than eight NIH-
supported grants within the division has been continuously 
funded for more than 30 years.
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Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

Charles R. Rosenfeld, M.D.

Clinical expertise:

Research expertise:

Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Medicine, 1971-1973

Pablo J. Sánchez, M.D.
Professor
Clinical/research expertise:
Research expertise:  Neonatal Research Network and other multicenter trials, 

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Joseph Schneider, M.D., M.B.A.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Newborn medicine, clinical informatics, post-NICU transitional care
Research expertise:
Education:

1995
Post-doctoral training:

Dorothy Sendelbach, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise:
infants, newborn nutrition
Research expertise: Newborn effects of chorioamnionitis, antibiotic treatment of term 
newborns, noninvasive bilirubin measurements, treatment of neonatal abstinence 

Education:

Post-doctoral training:
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Philip W. Shaul, M.D.
Professor

Clinical expertise: Neonatal-perinatal medicine
Research expertise:

by C-reactive protein
Education:
M.D., 1981
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Medical Center of Cincinnati, University of 

Island, Brown University, Providence, Fellow, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine, 1984-1986

Julide Sisman, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
Research expertise:
Education: Istanbul University, Istanbul Faculty of Medicine, Turkey, M.D., 1993
Post-doctoral training:

Elizabeth Stehel, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:
education 
Research expertise:

Education:
1997
Post-doctoral training:

Myra H. Wyckoff, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Asphyxia, newborn cardiopulmonary resuscitation, resident 
education
Research expertise:
stabilization in the delivery room, hemodynamics and optimization of cardiopulmonary 

Education:
1994
Post-doctoral training:
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Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)
Completed June 2009

3rd Year
Katherine Bennett, M.D.

2nd Year
Maria Afanador, M.D.

Schwarz, Mentor
Tara DuPont, M.D.

Natalie Frost, M.D.

Dr. Philip Shaul, Mentor

John Sparks, M.D.

Mentor

1st Year
Joshua Frankfurt, M.D.

Jenita Jeyaraj, M.D.

Michel Mikhael, M.D.

Mentors
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Nathan C. Sundgren, M.D., Ph.D.

Katherine Bennett, M.D.

Natalie Frost, M.D.

Lilian Teng St. John, M.D.

Clinical/Research Staff

Research Nurses

Research Staff

Research Activities

sponsored by National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). The division has been 

pharmacokinetic studies in neonates.

Cathy Boatman, RN Alicia Guzman, RN

Nancy Miller, RN

Anupama Aditham, M.S.
   Research Associate
Rajiha Alsaadi, M.S.
   Sr. Research Associate

   Sr. Research Scientist
Kevin DeSpain
   Research Assistant I

Damien Garcia
   Research Technician II

   Sr. Research Associate

   Sr. Research Associate
Jason Mitchell
   Research Technician I

Timothy Roy
   Research Assistant II
Jessica Sontoyo

   Research Assistant I
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Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

General neonatal projects include the natural 

optimization of resuscitation and stabilization of the 

prevention of infection in the newborn, the effects of 

prevention of hyperbilirubinemia in neonates.

Clinical projects in the division are facilitated by the 
comprehensive databases that are maintained in 

Clinical Activities
Parkland Memorial Hospital

Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine faculty participated in the care of more than 1,300 neonates admitted to the NICU, 
as well as an additional 14,500 neonates admitted to the NBN at Parkland. Continued close collaboration 
with the faculty and fellows in the Maternal-Fetal Medicine Division in the Department of Obstetrics and 

adjusted neonatal mortality remains less than four per 1,000 live births and outcomes compare extremely 
favorably to benchmark institutions nationwide. Faculty, fellows, advanced practice nurses (APN) and 

Children’s Medical Center

This academic year saw the completion of the state-of-the-art new 36-bed NICU in Tower D at Children’s, 

division also joined the Children’s Hospitals Neonatal Database, and plans to optimize database collection 
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Low Birth Weight Clinic and Follow-up Program

backup on a volunteer basis.  He now serves as the 

Dr.  Roy Heyne, advanced practitioners, and other 
healthcare professionals provide comprehensive 

intensive intervention, education, social services, and 

babies. An electronic database of these patients has 
been in existence for more than 10 years and this 

Presentations/Teaching Activities
Division faculty play prominent roles in the educational activities within the School of Medicine, the Department 
of Pediatrics, the Division of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine, and Maternal-Fetal Medicine in the Department of 

sick and preterm neonate prior to transfer to a tertiary care facility.



Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

unique experiences to be discussed. 

and fellows have enjoyed a 95 percent success rate on the American Board of Pediatrics’ Neonatal-Perinatal 
sub-board examination.

Rashmin C. Savani, M.B.,Ch.B.

Susan Bacsik, D.O.

Lina Chalak, M.D.

 Luc P. Brion, M.D.

William D. Engle, M.D.

Mambarath Jaleel, M.D. 

Charles R. Rosenfeld, M.D.
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Pablo J. Sánchez, M.D.

presentation)
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Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

R, Palmer A, Boppana S, “Utility of Direct Real-Time PCR on Newborn Urine to Detect and Quantify 

(poster presentation)

Myra Wyckoff, M.D.

Asphyxia” and “Delayed Onset of Cardiac Compressions 

Delivery Room CPR on the Outcome of Preterm Infants,” 
75th Perinatal and Developmental Medicine Symposium, 
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Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Rashmin C. Savani, M.B.,Ch.B.

Journal of Biological Chemistry and American Journal of Physiology-Lung Cell 
and Molecular Physiology

Journal of Clinical Investigation 
Luc P. Brion, M.D.

Journal of Perinatology

Lina Chalak, M.D.

William D. Engle, M.D.

Roy J. Heyne, M.D.

Gregory L. Jackson, M.D., M.B.A

Mambarath Jaleel, M.D.

for Division of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine
Charles R. Rosenfeld, M.D. 

Reproductive Sciences
Early Human Development
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Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine

Pablo J. Sánchez, M.D.

Infectious Diseases in Children

Administration (FDA)

Academy of Pediatrics
Dorothy Sendelbach, M.D.

Philip W. Shaul, M.D.

Southwestern Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Elizabeth Stehel, M.D.

Myra Wyckoff, M.D.

Association

Awards and Honors
Luc P. Brion, M.D.

Lina Chalak, M.D.

Charles R. Rosenfeld, M.D.

Pablo J. Sánchez, M.D.

 D Magazine
Dorothy Sendelbach, M.D. 

Myra H. Wyckoff, M.D.
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Nephrology

The Division of Pediatric Nephrology is the main provider 
of clinical services for children with renal disease and 
hypertension at Children’s. The Nephrology inpatient and 
outpatient services, comprised of physicians, nurses and 
staff, are dedicated to the treatment of children with these 
diseases.

Specializing in all areas of renal-related diseases, including 
inherited renal disorders, chronic kidney disease, urinary 
tract infections, hypertension, tubular abnormalities, renal 
tubular acidosis and metabolic bone disease, Nephrology 
offers outstanding services and equipment that enables 
the division to provide state-of-the-art care. The physicians 
provide care to patients with end stage renal disease, and 
it is one of the largest pediatric hemodialysis, peritoneal 
dialysis and transplant programs in the United States.

There are usually six Nephrology fellows in training at a 
time, each being mentored in both clinical nephrology and 
either basic or clinical research. Several of the fellows have 

been presented the Research Award given by the American Society of Pediatric Nephrology, and some are 

manuscript in a leading journal by the completion of their fellowship, and most graduating trainees continue 
productive careers in academic medicine.

The research productivity of the Nephrology division is outstanding. Members of the division publish both 
clinical and basic research manuscripts in the most prestigious Nephrology journals. Division faculty have 
been continuously funded by the NIH for more than 20 years.

Dr. Michel Baum is the editor of Pediatric Nephrology, the journal of the International Society of Pediatric 
Nephrology. Members of the division are on editorial boards of Pediatric Nephrology, the American Journal 
of Physiology, and the Journal of the American Society of Nephrology.

Faculty
Michel G. Baum, M.D., is Professor and Director of the Pediatric Nephrology Division. He holds the 
Sarah M. and Charles E. Seay Chair in Pediatric Research. Dr. Baum’s clinical expertise is in chronic kidney 
disease, dialysis, nephrotic syndrome, renal transplantation, tubular disorders and renal tubular acidosis. 
His research interests are centered on epithelial transport, renal development, and tubular disorders. Recent 

and its role in phosphate wasting diseases, X-linked hyposphatemia and the prenatal programming of adult 
hypertension. Dr. Baum graduated summa cum laude from the University of California at Los Angeles with a 
bachelor of science degree in biochemistry in 1974. He received his medical degree from UCLA in 1978 and 
performed his pediatric residency at Yale-New Haven Hospital from 1978 to 1981. He performed fellowships 
at the Children’s Renal Center, University of California at San Francisco, in Pediatric Nephrology from 1981 to 
1982, and at the Cardiovascular Institute, University of California at San Francisco, in Nephrology and Renal 
Physiology from 1982 to 1984. He has been listed as one of the Best Doctors in America from 2002 to the 
present and serves as a permanent member of an NIH Study Section. He is editor of Pediatric Nephrology, 
the journal of the International Society of Pediatric Nephrology. He has been elected to Phi Beta Kappa, 
Alpha Omega Alpha, the American Society for Clinical Investigation, the Association of American Physicians, 
the Society for Pediatric Research, and the American Pediatric Society.

Michel G. Baum, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Nephrology
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Amy Becker, M.D., M.S.C.S.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Chronic kidney disease, nephrotic syndrome, end stage renal 
disease, kidney disease in children with inborn errors of metabolism
Research expertise: Sickle cell nephropathy
Education: Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, B.S., summa cum laude, 1995; 
UT Southwestern, M.D., 2000; M.S.C.S., 2009
Post-doctoral training: Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Resident, 

Jyothsna Gattineni, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Chronic kidney disease, dialysis, hypertension, renal transplantation
Research expertise:
Education: Stanley Medical College, MGR University, Chennai, Tamilnadu, India, 
M.B.B.S., 1994
Post-doctoral training: Driscoll’s Children’s Hospital, Corpus Christi, TX, Intern and 

2009

Fangming Lin, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Hematuria, proteinuria, renal genetics, polycystic kidney disease
Research expertise: Stem cell therapy for acute kidney injury
Education: Fujian Medical College, Fuzhou, China, M.D., 1984; New York Medical 
College, Valhalla, Ph.D., 1995
Post-doctoral training: Fujian Medical College Union Hospital, Fuzhou, China, 
Resident, Pediatrics, 1984-1988; New York University Medical Center, Resident, 
Pediatrics, 1995-1998; University of Washington, Seattle Children’s Hospital, Fellow, 
Pediatric Nephrology, 1998-2001

Raymond P. Quigley, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Chronic kidney disease, end stage renal disease, dialysis, renal 
transplantation, tubular disorders, renal tubular acidosis
Research expertise: Development of renal water transport, effects of arachadonic acid 
metabolites in renal function
Education: Auburn University, Auburn, AL, B.S., 1979; University of Alabama School of 
Medicine, Birmingham, M.D., 1985
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern/Children’s, Resident, Pediatrics, 1985-1988; 
UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Nephrology, 1988-1991



Nephrology

Mouin G. Seikaly, M.D.
Professor
Clinical expertise: Chronic kidney disease, dialysis, renal transplantation, metabolic 
bone disease in children, pediatric hypertension, pediatric renal transplant
Research expertise: Metabolic bone disease and growth in children with chronic 
kidney disease, X-linked hypophosphatemia and focal segmental glomerulosclerosis 
(FSGS)
Education: 
Post-doctoral training: American University of Beirut, Resident, Pediatrics, 1980-

Scott Williams, M.D. 
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Chronic kidney disease, dialysis, nephritic syndrome
Research expertise: Pathogenesis of cyst development, autosomal recessive 
polycystic kidney disease, understanding of the molecular regulation of kidney 
development
Education: Morehouse College, Atlanta, GA, B.S., 1995; Washington University 
Medical School, St. Louis, MO, M.D., 1999
Post-doctoral training: Northwestern University, Chicago, IL, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1999-2002; UT Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Nephrology, 2002-2005

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows (Research Interests)

Competed June 2009
Jyothsna Gattineni, M.D.

3rd year
Sabeen Habib, M.D.

Katherine Twombley, M.D.

2nd year
Modini Vinai, M.D.

Diana Zepeda-Orozco, M.D.

1st year
Pamela Winterberg, M.D.

Matthias Wolf, M.D.



Research Staff

Research Activities
Research activities of the Division of Pediatric Nephrology are aimed at understanding the pathogenesis 
and treatment of kidney disease in children. The kidney starts developing at 10 weeks gestation, and the full 

units called nephrons in each kidney. However, there are diseases of the kidney that occur because of insults 
that happen in utero or because of inherited diseases of 
the kidney that result in mild to severe renal disease.

The faculty works to determine how prenatal insults 
result in kidney disease and hypertension in later life. 
They also examine inherited diseases that affect kidney 
development such as autosomal recessive polycystic 
kidney disease. Even if the kidney develops normally, 
it can be injured by nephrotoxic drugs or an interruption 
in the blood supply to the kidney that leads to acute 
kidney injury. The prognosis for acute kidney injury has 

acute kidney injury is a major cause of chronic kidney 
disease.

Investigators are examining novel treatments to improve 
the outcome of acute kidney injury using bone marrow stem cells. Sometimes renal disease causes permanent 
loss of kidney function and requires extensive therapy such as dialysis. The division conducts clinical studies 
examining how to improve the lives of children on dialysis and improve the likelihood that a kidney transplant 
will be successful. Finally, there is a connection between kidney disease and debilitating bone disease. 
Investigators have taken basic discoveries made at the bench to clinical studies in patients with bone disease. 
Funding for research is provided by the NIH, the American Heart Association and Children’s.  

Clinical Activities
The Nephrology division at UT Southwestern is one the largest programs in the United States for the 
treatment of children with end stage renal disease, and the primary healthcare provider for children with end 
stage renal disease in North Texas. The hemodialysis unit, at which outpatient hemodialysis is performed 
six days a week, is a child-friendly environment that provides laptop computers to children while they are 
being dialyzed. The peritoneal dialysis program is staffed by devoted physicians and nurses dedicated to the 
families treating children with outpatient peritoneal dialysis. There is an average of 24 hemodialysis patients 

per year making ours one of the largest programs in the country.  

The inpatient Pediatric Nephrology Service has a mean census of 11 patients, with all patients treated on the 

Rachel Black, B.S.
   Research Tech II
Sam Bradshaw, B.S.
   Research Tech II
Vangipuram N. Dwarakanath, M.S.
   Research Associate

Linda [Ling] Li, M.D., Ph.D.
   Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Pamela G. Waber, M.S.
   Research Study Coordinator
Qiuyu Zhang
   Research Associate
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As the sole renal consultants for the intensive care services at Children’s, the division performed an average 

Dr. Baum, along with Drs. Scott Williams, Raymond Quigley, Mouin Seikaly, Amy Becker, Jyothsna Gattineni 
and Fangming Lin, provided the inpatient attending responsibility for the Pediatric Nephrology service over the 
previous 12 months. In addition to responsibility for providing consults at Children’s and Parkland Memorial 
Hospital, with an average of 21 consults per month, the inpatient attending provides the majority of teaching 
for students, residents, and fellows during the month they are on service.

The Pediatric Nephrology Clinic at Children’s Dallas is now in operation Monday through Friday, and clinics 
have been initiated at Children’s Legacy. In addition to the clinical responsibilities at Children’s, doctors see 
patients at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children, where Dr. Seikaly is the Director of the Metabolic Bone 
Clinic. 

plans include expanding outpatient services to accommodate patients and the private physicians in Dallas.

Presentations/Teaching Activities
Michel Baum, M.D.

Wayne State University, Detroit, May 2009
Fangming Lin, M.D.

Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cells, Guangzhou, 
China, December 2008

Kong, China, August 2009
Mouin Seikaly, M.D.

Pediatric Conference, Corpus Christi, TX, March 2009

International Pediatric Transplant Association (IPTA) 
5th Congress on Pediatric Transplant, Istanbul, Turkey, 
April 2009

MI, May 2009

Corpus Christi, TX, April 2009

September 2009

Oklahoma City, November 2009



Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Michel Baum, M.D.

Pediatric Nephrology
Current Opinions in Pediatrics

Amy Becker, M.D., M.S.C.S.
Pediatric Nephrology

Fangming Lin, M.D.

Society of Nephrology Annual Meeting

Raymond Quigley, M.D.

Pediatric Nephrology
Mouin Seikaly, M.D.

Renal Transplant Cooperative Study

Pediatric Nephrology
Dialysis and Transplantation

The Division of Nephrology at UT Southwestern is one of 
the largest programs for the treatment of children with end 
stage renal disease in the United States.



Nephrology

Awards and Honors
Michel Baum, M.D.

Amy Becker, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Raymond Quigley, M.D.

Mouin Seikaly, M.D.
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Neurology

The Division of Pediatric Neurology represents an 
academic practice with commitment to patient care, 
teaching and research. Formed in the 1980s as part of 
the Department of Neurology, the division maintained 
a successful academic and training program through 
the 1990s.

Dr. Susan Iannaccone became Division Chief in 2004, 
and the division joined the Department of Pediatrics in 
2006. The faculty represents a mix of young and mature 
individuals, each of whom brings special talents and 
experience that promise to contribute to further growth 
and development of the division. Additional faculty are 
being recruited to join the team.

The national shortage of pediatric neurologists has 
been deemed a crisis by both the American Academy 
of Neurology and the Child Neurology Society. For this 
reason, a high priority for the division is to maintain a 
competitive Pediatric Neurology (PN) Training Program 

that will help supply high-quality faculty for many years to come. PN residents complete two years of pediatric 
residency before entering the program. The PN training is three years in duration and includes one full year 
of Adult Neurology. Beginning in 2009, the Department of Pediatrics offered medical students an opportunity 

There are nine PN residents, three per year. Each sees his/her own patients in their weekly PN Continuity 
Clinic (CC); there are two CCs per week, each staffed by two faculty.  In 2009 the PN Training Program, 

excellent tribute to the hard work of all involved in the program. 

PN sub-specialties is available in the division for epilepsy, neuromuscular medicine and neurodevelopment. 
This training is available for one year after completion of the PN residency but in some cases may be 
extended for two years in order to include a year of research.

Each year, the division, in collaboration with the Department of Neurology, Children’s and the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, presents the Carrell-Krusen Neuromuscular Symposium. Dr. Iannaccone is the 
Program Director for this meeting and most residents and fellows from the division and from the Department 

The division is committed to providing 
high-quality care in an appropriate 
timeframe and to utilizing resources 

Clinic are reviewed weekly to determine 
the appropriateness of the referral and 
to ensure that the neurologist receives 
supporting records and documentation. 
Attending neurologists are available 
24/7 to answer any questions regarding 
referrals and to provide guidance to 
general practitioners and pediatricians.

Susan T. Iannaccone, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Neurology
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Faculty
Susan T. Iannaccone, M.D., Professor, is the Jimmy Elizabeth Westcott Distinguished Chair in Pediatric 

interests are focused on neuromuscular medicine and neurorehabilitation. Her research includes clinical 
trials in Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) and spinal muscular atrophy. She was Principal Investigator 
for American Spinal Muscular Atrophy Randomized Trials (AmSMART), 2000 to 2008, with funding from the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). Current projects include a Phase II clinical trial of PTC124 (ataluren) in 
DMD and establishment of a registry for heredity neuropathy. Dr. Iannaccone received her medical degree 

1972 to 1975.

Jose Luis Aceves, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: General neurology     
Education:
Post-doctoral training: Hospital General de Mexico, Mexico City, Intern, 1985; 

Paso, Resident, 1991-1993; Cleveland Clinic Foundation, OH, Resident, Pediatrics, 
1993-1994; Fellow, Child Neurology, 1994-1995 and 1998-2000

Susan T. Arnold, M.D.
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: EEG/neurophysiology, epilepsy, surgical management of epilepsy
Research expertise: Antiepileptic dug treatment in children, Landau-Kleffner syndrome
Education:

Post-doctoral training: 
Pediatrics, 1988-1991; Resident, Neurology, 1991-1992; St. Louis Children’s Hospital, 

Medicine, St. Louis, MO, Fellow, Pediatric Epilepsy/Neurophysiology, 1994-1996

Michael M. Dowling, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.C.S.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: Stroke in children, cerebrovascular disease in children, neurologic 
complications of sickle cell disease
Research expertise: Neurologic injury in children with acute anemia, alternative 
etiologies for stroke in sickle cell disease, pediatric stroke, Sturge-Weber syndrome
Education:

Post-doctoral training:
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Patricia Evans, M.D.
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: Medical ethics, neurobehavior, neurodevelopmental disorders
Research expertise:  Neurodevelopmental disorders
Education:
Sciences Center, Lubbock, M.D., 1983
Post-doctoral training: 

Pediatric Neurology, 1992-1995; Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, Kennedy Krieger 
Institute, Baltimore, MD, Cognitive Development, 1995-1996

Muna Q. Khan, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: EEG/neurophysiology, epilepsy-intractable, genetic epilepsy 
syndromes
Research expertise: Epilepsy-intractable
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Southwestern, Resident, Child Neurology, 2007-2008; Fellow, Clinical Neurophysiology, 
2008-2009

Saadat A. Khan, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: EEG/neurophysiology, epilepsy-intractable, genetic epilepsy 
syndromes
Research expertise: Antiepileptic drug treatment in children
Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Southwestern, Fellow, Clinical Neurophysiology, 2005-2006

Juan M. Pascual, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Neurology, Physiology and Pediatrics
Clinical expertise: Rare and complex diseases, mitochondrial diseases, neurogenetic 
disorders, neurometabolic diseases
Research expertise: Brain metabolism, functional-brain imaging, neural excitability: 
synaptic transmission
Education:
Medicine, Houston, TX, Ph.D., 1995
Post-doctoral training: 

Research, 1995-1998
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Rana R. Said, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: Epilepsy-intractable, ketogenic diet
Research expertise: Treatment of refractory epilepsy, ketogenic diet and medical 
education
Education:
Post-doctoral training: The Specialty Hospital, Amman, Jordan, Rotating Intern, 
1995-1996; New England Medical Center, Boston, MA, Resident, Pediatrics, 1996-
1999; Resident, Child Neurology, 1999-2002; Children’s Hospital Boston, MA, Fellow, 
Epilepsy, 2002-2004

Deepa Sirsi, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: EEG, epilepsy
Research expertise: Antiepileptic drug treatment in children
Education: Bangalore Medical College, India, M.D., 1998
Post-doctoral training: Victoria & Bowring Lady Curzon Hospitals, Bangalore, 
India, Rotating Intern, 1997-1998; Christian Medical College, Vellore, India, Pediatric 
Registrar, 1999-2000; Children’s Hospital of New Jersey at Newark Beth Israel Medical 

William E. Zinser, M.D.
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Neurology
Clinical expertise: Medical ethics, neonatal neurology, spasticity, neurodevelopment, 
and cerebral palsy
Research: Regional and general anesthesia study
Education:
Auto de Guadalajara, Mexico, M.D., 1979
Post-doctoral training:
Guadalajara, Guadalajara, Mexico, Junior Rotating Internship, 1979-1980; Hospital 

College, Residency, Pediatrics, 1982-1985; Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX, 
Fellow, Neurology, 1985-1988

Residents, Fellows, Volunteer Faculty and
Clinical/Research Staff
Residents
3rd Year
Sailaja Golla, M.D.
  Co-Chief Resident
  NDD Fellow July 1, 2009
Rita Newman, M.D.
  Co-Chief Resident
Satish Agadi, M.D.

2nd Year
Andrea Andrade, M.D.
Lindsay Elton, M.D.
Adrian Lacy, M.D.

1st Year
Mazen Almidani, M.D.
Diana Castro, M.D.
Cherie Herren, M.D.
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Fellows

Volunteer Faculty

Clinical and Research Staff
Clinical Nurses

Pediatric Nurse Practitioners/Physician Assistants

Research Coordinators

Academic Support

Clinical and Support Staff

Clinical Neurophysiology Fellow
Muna Khan, M.D.

Neuromuscular Medicine Fellows
Chaiyos Khongkhatithum, M.D.
Cristian Ionita, M.D.

Ricardo Calvo, M.D.
Nathaniel Kho, M.D.

Steve Linder, M.D.
David Owen, M.D.

Barbara Chancey, RN
Nicole Frith, RN
Karen Goodson, RN

Jennifer Hogg, RN
Roylyn Howard, LVN
Lori Irvin, RN

Kristyn Johnson, RN
Chloe Miller, RN
Lauri Moreno, RN
Jessica Rivera, RN
Terry Spencer, RN
Atta Thomas, RN

Juanita Dale, Ph.D., RN, CPNP-PC
Maureen Edwards, M.S.N, RN, CPNP-PC
Evelyn Hildebrandt, RN, M.S., APN, PNP-BC

Heather Gilbreath, M.P.A.S., PA-C
Sue Polachek, RN, PNP
Carol Gaggini, RN, CPNP 

Mariam Andersen, M.A., CCRP Medrith Greene, RN, B.S.N.

Sandy Pacholick
Kellie Shaw
Terry Hurst

Audrey McGraw
Jenny Jones

Elizabeth Chapman, RRT, MPH
   Program Manager - Epilepsy
Mary Ann Morris, Ph.D.
   Educational Diagnostician
Elia Esquivel, RN, B.S.N.
   Neuromuscular Case Manager:
Mary Susan Spears, RD, CSP, LD
   Dietitian (Neuromuscular & Ketogenic Diets)
Temika Hopkins
   Medical Assistant
Sandra Lovo
   Medical Assistant

   Medical Assistant
Kari Wood
   Medical Assistant
Jerry Stern
   Administrative Assistant

Liza Lopez
   Administrative Assistant - Epilepsy
Amelia Robledo 
   Scheduler
Francisco Salinas
   Scheduler
Karen Horn
   Scheduler
Christina Arriaga
   Patient Access Representative
Crystal DeLuna
   Patient Access Representative
Michell Pernell
   Sr. Patient Access Representative
Patty Gonzales
   Sr. Patient Access Representative 
Carmen Lewis
   Sr. Patient Access Representative
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Research Activities
Faculty

Division faculty conduct a variety of neurologic bench/basic research and clinical studies, including clinical 

disease clinical trials, anti-epileptic drug trials, clinical trials in pediatric stroke and clinical studies in the 
autism spectrum. Research funding from a variety of sources, including the NIH, exceeded $400,000 in 2009.

Faculty present results of their work at many national and international meetings and published 10 articles 

and Safety Study of PTC124 in subjects with nonsense-mutation-mediated Duchenne and Becker muscular 
dystrophy. DMD is a disabling and life-threatening X-linked genetic disorder affecting young boys. Becker 

muscular dystrophy (BMD) is a phenotypically milder 
form of the dystrophic muscle disease. Boys with DMD/
BMD develop progressive proximal muscle weakness 
that leads to deterioration of ambulation, wheelchair 
dependency, and eventual respiratory and cardiac 
failure. There is no cure for DMD/ BMD. Dr. Iannaccone 
is the site director for the Charcot-Marie Tooth (CMT) 
Center of Excellence grant for the Charcot-Marie Tooth 
and Muscular Dystrophy Associations.

In approximately 10 to 15 percent of boys with DMD 
and BMD, the causative defect in the dystrophin gene is 
a nonsense mutation that truncates dystrophin protein 
production by introducing a premature stop codon into 
the dystrophin messenger ribonucleic acid (mRNA). 
PTC Therapeutics Inc. has discovered and developed 
ataluren, an orally bioavailable, small-molecule drug 
that promotes ribosomal read-through of mRNA 

containing a premature stop codon. This study is a Phase 1b, international, multicenter, randomized, double-

effect of ataluren on ambulation, as assessed by the distance walked during a six-minute walk test (6MWT). 
The study assesses at-home activity as measured by pedometry; evaluates timed tests of standing, stair-
climbing and running; measures strength; determines the frequency of accidental falls; assesses patient/
parent-reported health-related quality of life (HRQL) and treatment satisfaction; evaluates verbal memory 
and attention; and follows serum creatine kinase (CK) values as a measure of whole-body-muscle fragility. 
Safety is assessed through collection of adverse event information, measurement of laboratory parameters, 
and performance of electrocardiograms (ECGs). Ataluren plasma concentrations are collected for Pharmaco 
Kinetics. At the completion of blinded treatment, all compliant participants will be eligible to receive open-

in 2010.

Dr. Michael Dowling serves as Site Co-investigator for a study called “Validation of the NIH Stroke Scale in 
Children.” Stroke affects approximately 3.3 per 100,000 children under age 18 every year in Europe and 
North America, and ranks among the top 10 causes of death in childhood. Long-term motor and cognitive 

live with the sequelae of stroke for the duration of their childhood and throughout their adult lives. Despite the 
magnitude of the public health impact of childhood stroke, there are no proven or widely accepted strategies 
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for acute management or prevention of childhood stroke, other than blood transfusion for children with sickle 

stroke interventions in children, as well as the limited data available from existing cohort studies regarding 
the factors that determine outcome.

that has proven intra- and interrater reliability, and has predictive validity for stroke outcome. Consequently, 

multicenter study.

given as adjunctive therapy in patients with refractory partial seizures as well as serving as PI for the study 
of Clobazam in patients with Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome. Drs. Saadat Khan and Rana Said serve as Co-
Investigators on the two studies along with Dr. Arnold.

Dr. Juan M. Pascual participated in ten funded research studies:
 

control of the inspired air” (as Co-Investigator) studying human cerebral oxygen consumption and electrical 
(EEG) activity changes under CO2, a component of breathing air that has vasodilatory properties and 
mediates the action of some drugs used to treat epilepsy. 

Medical Center and Childrens Medical Center” (as Principal Investigator). This program has positioned our 
group as the sole provider of comprehensive clinical and genetic diagnosis and care for this genetic disorder 
that causes epilepsy and developmental delay. 

Act titled “Genotype and metabolic phenotype in glioblastoma” (as Co-Investigator). This challenge grant 
represents the expansion of novel MRI methodology and the additional development of MRI methods for the 
study of the human brain to search for metabolic alterations in cancer that can become predictors of disease 
severity and help identify therapeutic targets. 

“Developing a North American mitochondrial diseases consortium (NAMDC)” (as Co-Investigator and Site 

and Canada aimed to treat these frequent but still incurable disorders. 

the institutional award). This project helped develop skeletal (leg) muscle MRI spectroscopy, a non-invasive 
methodology that is available at most institutions that perform MRIs. These studies will help us understand 
mechanisms of energy failure in muscle and brain disorders, improve the diagnosis of several metabolic 
disorders and identify potential biomarkers (disease indicators) for clinical trials. 
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a Ph.D. postdoctoral fellow trainee). The goal of the proposed research plan is to understand, as quantitatively 
as possible, the dependence of brain excitability on brain energy metabolism by studying both the normal 
and a prototypic disease state. 

function relationships” (as Principal Investigator). This gift was established to support research on childhood 

(as Mentor to Postdoctoral Fellowship Recipient). This competitive fellowship was awarded based on the 
merits of the applicant, mentor and research project proposal to support salary, fringe and small expenses of 

research trainee). This gift was directed to Dr. Pascual to support his mentoring and the salary expenses of a 

and now plans to join the Pediatric Neurology faculty. 

Residents

Satish Agadi, M.D.

Mentor
Andrea Andrade, M.D.

Diana Castro, M.D.

Lindsay Elton, M.D.

Sailaja Golla, M.D.

Mentor

Biomarkers in Muscle in Paients with MELAS; Dr. Juan Pascual, Mentor

Dr. Benjamin Greenberg, Assistant Professor of Neurology, holds a multi disciplinary 
clinic twice each month for pediatric patients.  His expertise is Demyelinating disease 
including Multiple Sclerosis, Transverse Myelitis and Neuromyelitis Optica.  His clinic 
at Children’s is one of less than 10 across the country that provides diagnosis and 
management for children with demyelinating disorders.
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Clinical Activities
The expertise of the faculty is focused on several sub-specialties: comprehensive epilepsy management 
including seizure surgery; neuromuscular medicine clinics including myasthenia gravis, muscular dystrophy, 
Charcot Marie Tooth and transitional care for adolescent muscle; cardiovascular disease; neonatal intensive 
care follow-up; Zero-2-3 neurodevelopment clinic; rare disorders clinic; and neurodevelopmental disabilities 

(ADHD/LD) and traumatic brain injury.

Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Program
 

opportunities, research, education, and community outreach. NDD clinics are all multi-disciplinary in structure 

ADHD/LD issues. The program will expand to provide full-time NDD services to both the Dallas and Legacy 
campuses beginning in July 2010. Plans are now underway to build an NDD-dedicated space at the Legacy 
campus to open in 2011.

From an education standpoint, in the year since 
it was created and ACGME accredited, the NDD 

resident, and recently published in Journal of Clinical 
Neuromuscular Disease. She brings a wealth of 
experience as well as solid research and clinical 
skills, and, we are delighted to announce, will start 
as assistant professor of neurology and pediatrics in 
July 2010.

of four NIH-funded sites nationally looking at the 
synaptic changes seen in autistic children and the 
use of buspirone. Additional research projects are 

Drs. Pascual and Patricia Evans, looking at autistic children with unusual genetic markers. Drs. Pascual and 
Golla, are working to assess the biochemical, clinical, radiologic and genotypic analysis of a mitochondrial 
condition, MELAS (Mitochondrial Encephalomyopathy, Lactic Acidosis, and Stroke-like Episodes). Dr. Mary 

published in the Journal of Child Neurology in February of 2009. Drs. Evans and Morris are in the processing of 
writing a book for primary care providers about the diagnosis and management of autism spectrum disorders. 

Finally, the NDD team continues to work diligently to serve the North Texas community at large. The team 
attends special needs children on site at the Dallas-based Autistic Treatment Center on a quarterly basis, 
and works closely with Dr. Carolyn Garver and her outstanding team of specialists. Drs. Evans and Morris 
both continue to speak throughout the metroplex in various educational settings, including the Dallas ISD, the 
Dallas Theological Seminary, and other specialty programs regarding children with special needs.
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6186
1742

865
19

1232
10,044

44%
25%
11%
1%
7%
9%
3%

Patient Visits

Epilepsy 
General Neurology
Neuromuscular
Neurometabolic
Neurodevelopment
Residents
Stroke/Sicle Cell

Patient Visits

Attending Providers 
PAs/PNPs
Residents
Educational Diagnostician
Other
Total Visits

Dallas Campus:
Adolescent Clinic
Attention and Learning Disorders   
Autistic Spectrum Disorders
Brachial Plexus Clinic

Charcot-Marie Tooth Clinic (Center of Excellence)
Cognitive Development Clinic
Comprehensive Epilepsy Clinics
Comprehensive Pediatric Stroke Clinic
Epilepsy Surgery Clinic

Headache Clinic
Ketogenic Diet Clinic
Muscle Clinic
Myasthenia Gravis Clinic
Pediatric Neurology Continuity Clinic
Rare Disorders Clinic
Rett Syndrome/Angelman Syndrome Clinic
Sickle Cell Neurology Clinic    
Traumatic Brain Injury
Zero-2-3 Neurodevelopment Clinic

Legacy Campus:
Attention and Learning Disorder
Autistic Spectrum Disorders
Epilepsy

Susan Iannaccone, M.D.
Patricia Evans, M.D.    
Patricia Evans, M.D. 
William Zinser, M.D.
Jonathan Cheng, M.D.
Susan Iannaccone, M.D.
Patricia Evans, M.D.
Susan Arnold, M.D.
Michael Dowling, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.C.S.
Susan Arnold, M.D.
Rana Said, M.D.
Jose Aceves, M.D.
Rana Said, M.D. 
Susan Iannaccone, M.D.
Susan Iannaccone, M.D.
Rana Said, M.D.
Juan Pascual, M.D., Ph.D.
Susan Arnold, M.D.
Michael Dowling, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.C.S.
Patricia Evans, M.D.
William Zinser, M.D.

Patricia Evans, M.D.
Patricia Evans, M.D.
Susan Arnold, M.D.
Saadat Khan, M.D.
Deepa Sirsi, M.D.

and performed more than 500 procedures; the C7/Consult Team provides eight beds. Both teams include 
an attending and support staff; the C7/Consult Team includes at least one PN resident and several third-
year medical students on their required Neurology rotation plus rotating residents from Adult Neurology, 
Psychiatry or other specialties.
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Presentations/Teaching Activities
Dr. Rana Said, Program Director for the PN residency and clerkship, with the assistance of Program 
Coordinator Kellie Shaw, leads the teaching program that educates fellows and residents for inpatient and 

psychiatry fellows for 10 weeks each in the outpatient clinic, three psychiatry residents for one month each, 

and pediatric neurophysiology/epilepsy fellows and one to three neuromuscular medicine fellows for one 
year each. More than 200 neurology clerkship students rotate for two-week intervals on either inpatient or 
outpatient rotations each year.

Faculty participate in up to eight neurology teaching conferences per week as well as a series of pediatric 

residency in June 2008. He was instrumental in curriculum development and many technological upgrades 
to the residency program. During his training, he received a travel scholarship to the American Academy of 
Neurology to present his work, “Rapsyn Mutation-Associated Congenital Myasthenic Syndrome (CMS) in an 
Infant Presenting with Hypotonia and Arthrogryposis Multiple Congenita” in April 2008. He also received a 
scholarship from the Neurology Residents Scholar Program (NRSP) for further resident education in pediatric 

Child Neurology residents in March 2008. Among all adult and child neurology residents, he received a 

neurology clerkships. Because of his work in sickle cell disease and stroke with Dr. Dowling, Dr. Nguyen 

an adult or child Neurology trainee based on the excellence of their research.

Susan T. Iannaccone, M.D.

Advisory Board, Dallas, TX, October 2008 

January 2009

April 2009

Myopathy & Centronuclear Myopathy)  Family Conference, Houston, TX, July 2009

2009

Susan T. Arnold, M.D.

Electroneuroneurodiagnostic Technicians, November 2008
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Michael M. Dowling, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.C.S.

November 2008

November 2008

Conference, King Fahd Medical City, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, November 2008

January 2009

2009

Disease,” December 2009
Juan Pascual, M.D., Ph.D.

Metabolic Disease, Oak Island, NC, May 2009

Deepa Sirsi, M.D.

MA, December 2009

Residents

Satish Agadi, M.D.

Lindsay Elton, M.D.

February 2009
Adrian Lacy, M.D.

Carrel-Krusen Symposium, Texas Scottish Rite Hospital, Dallas, February, 2009
Rita Newman, M.D.

Dallas, February 2009

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Susan T. Iannaccone, M.D.

Developmental Disabilities, Centers for Disease Control

Disease, Neuromuscular Disorders
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Susan T. Arnold, M.D.

Michael M. Dowling, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.C.S.

for AAN, American Academy of Neurology

Journal of Immunopathology and Pharmacology, American Journal of Medical Genetics and Circulation

to review the social and emotional impact of a neurologically-impaired child in the family. All students read 
the play, Joe Egg, by Peter Nichols, and submitted an essay describing their response. Approximately 250 

Patricia Evans, M.D.

Juan Pascual, M.D., Ph.D.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Letters, Journal of  Neuroscience, Biochemistry, Journal of Biological Chemistry

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Rana R. Said, M.D.
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Awards and Honors
Jose Aceves, M.D.

Michael M. Dowling, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.C.S.

Juan Pascual, M.D., Ph.D.

Residents

Satish Agadi, M.D.

Meeting, Scholarship Recipient, Seattle, 
WA, May 2009
Andrea Andrade, M.D.

Southwestern Medical Students in 
Neurology Clerkship, June 2009

Resident Program Scholarship Recipient, 

Program, Scholarship Recipient, 
Chandler, AZ, October 2009
Lindsay Elton, M.D.

Southwestern Medical Students in 
Neurology Clerkship, June 2009
Sailaja Golla, M.D.

Santa Clara, CA, November 2008
Adrian Lacy, M.D.
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Pulmonary and Vascular Biology

The Division of Pulmonary and Vascular Biology was 
established in 2005-2006 to provide a programmatic 
research home for pediatric faculty and trainees 
pursuing basic research in Pulmonary Biology and 
Vascular Biology. It is an exclusively research-driven 
division in the Department of Pediatrics, thereby 

and effectiveness of pediatric faculty and trainees 
alike. In addition, Pulmonary and Vascular Biology 
has provided a valuable resource for campus-wide 
investigative endeavors. This is represented by active 
collaborations between Pulmonary and Vascular 
Biology faculty and other UT Southwestern faculty in 
the Departments of Internal Medicine, Cell Biology, 
Physiology, Pharmacology and Biophysics, and by the 
participation of Pulmonary and Vascular Biology faculty 
in numerous training and center grants across the 
campus. Notably, in 2009 a shared effort by Pulmonary 
and Vascular Biology and the Division of Pulmonary 

and Critical Care Medicine (PCCM) in the Department of Internal Medicine resulted in procurement of a 
coveted T32 training grant from the National Institutes of Health to support postdoctoral research training at 
UT Southwestern in Lung Biology and Disease. Pulmonary and Vascular Biology is one of but a handful of 
research divisions in Pediatric departments nationwide.

The division’s mission is to expand basic understanding of lung and vascular diseases, striving to gain 
new knowledge that will ultimately lead to new diagnostic, prophylactic and therapeutic strategies. Within 
the context of lung and vascular diseases, the division focuses on lung and vascular development and 

The faculty members in Pulmonary and Vascular Biology are physician-scientists from the Pediatric divisions 
of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine (Drs. Rashmin Savani and Phil Shaul), Pediatric Critical Care Medicine (Drs. 
Margaret Schwarz and Julio Pérez Fontán), Pediatric Infectious Disease (Dr. Michelle Gill) and Pediatric 

Levitz and Michi Umetani, who are basic scientists working in partnership with physician scientists. During 
2008-2009, Pulmonary and Vascular Biology was comprised of 10 faculty, 17 graduate students, postdoctoral 
fellows or residents pursuing research fellowships, and 14 laboratory research staff, including a number of 
experienced scientists holding doctoral degrees. Further recruitments of faculty and trainees are ongoing.

Faculty
Philip W. Shaul, M.D., Professor, is Director of Pulmonary and Vascular Biology and holds the Lowe 
Foundation Professorship in Pediatric Critical Care Research at UT Southwestern. He specializes in neonatal-
perinatal medicine, and his research interests encompass caveolae-lipid rafts, membrane-associated 
estrogen receptors, nitric oxide synthase, scavenger receptor class B-Type I (HDL receptor) and signaling by 
C-reactive protein. Dr. Shaul received his B.A. from Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, in 1977 
and his medical degree from the University of Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1981. He received residency training in 
pediatrics at the Children’s Medical Center of Cincinnati, University of Cincinnati, from 1981 to 1984, and was 
a fellow in neonatal-perinatal medicine at the Women and Infants Hospital of Rhode Island, Brown University, 

to the American Society for Clinical Investigation in 1999, and he was President of the Society for Pediatric 
Research in 2005-2006. 

Phil Shaul, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Pulmonary and Vascular Biology
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Rashmin C. Savani, M.B.Ch.B.
Professor and Director, Division of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine
Associate Director, Pulmonary and Vascular Biology
William Buchanan Chair in Pediatrics
Clinical/research expertise: Neonatal-perinatal medicine, bronchopulmonary 

Education:

Post-doctoral training: Duke University Medical Center, Durham, NC, Resident, 

Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise:  Cystic Fibrosis, asthma, pediatric pulmonology
Research expertise: Pathogenesis of pulmonary infection in the lungs of patients with 
CF and the development of novel therapies to treat these infections
Education:

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, Houston, Ph.D., 1993
Post-doctoral training:  Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA, Intern and Resident, 

Medical School/Brigham & Women’s Hospital, Boston, MA, Research Fellow, 1998-
1999

Michelle A. Gill, Ph.D., M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise: General infectious diseases, immunity, RSV
Education:

University Medical Center, M.D., 1995
Post-doctoral training: University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, 

Southwestern, Fellow, Pediatric Infectious Diseases, 1999-2003

Ruth Levitz, Ph.D.
Instructor
Research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training: Tel Aviv University, Israel, Fellow, Biological Chemistry, 1986-

1990-1995

The faculty members in Pulmonary and Vascular Biology are 
seven physician-scientists from four other pediatric divisions 
working in partnership with three basic scientists.
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Pulmonary and Vascular Biology

Chieko Mineo, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Research expertise: Vascular biology and atherosclerosis
Education:
Post-doctoral training: UT Southwestern, Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Cell Biology, 
1994-1999

Julio Pérez Fontán, M.D.
Professor and Vice Chairman, Department of Pediatrics
Interim Director, Division of Respiratory Medicine
Joel B. Steinberg, M.D., Chair in Pediatrics
Clinical expertise: Pediatric cardiac critical care
Research expertise: Airway smooth muscle, autonomic nervous system, neurogenic 

Education:
Compostela, Spain, M.D., 1977
Post-doctoral training: Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona, Resident, Pediatrics, 

Francisco, Research Fellow, 1982-1985

Margaret A. Schwarz, M.D.
Associate Professor
Clinical expertise: Pediatric critical care
Research expertise: Pulmonary morphogenesis and vascularization, endothelial-
monocyte activating polypeptide II, 5 1 integrin / FN / VEGFR interactions, pancreatic 
tumor growth
Education:
year Medical School, Kansas City, M.D., 1987
Post-doctoral training: Children’s Hospital, Columbus, OH, Intern and Resident, 

1990-1993

Michihisa Umetani, Ph.D.
Instructor, Pediatrics and Pharmacology
Research expertise: Oxysterols, nuclear receptor biology, vascular disease
Education:
Post-doctoral training: University of Tokyo, Japan, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 

Biochemistry, 2002-2007

Olatunji W. Williams, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical expertise: Respiratory diseases, acute asthma therapy
Research expertise:
Education:
Post-doctoral training: Oklahoma University Medical Center, The Children’s Hospital, 

Baylor College of Medicine, Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston, Fellow, Pediatric 
Pulmonology, 2003-2006
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Postdoctoral Fellows, Other Research Trainees 
and Research Staff
Fellows

Research Staff

Research Activities
The research efforts of Pulmonary and Vascular Biology are focused on lung and vascular development and 

lung and vascular diseases with the end goal of developing new diagnostic, prophylactic and therapeutic 
approaches. The studies of lung biology are pursued primarily by the laboratories of Drs. Rashmin Savani, 

The studies of vascular biology are pursued primarily in the laboratories of Drs. Philip Shaul, Chieko Mineo 
and Michihisa Umetani. 

6th Year
Hongmei Jiang, Ph.D.

5th Year

4th Year
Sarah Oltmann, M.D. (Surgery Resident)
Qian Wu, Ph.D.
Cristina Tarango, M.D.

3rd Year
Katherine Bennett, M.D.
Rodica Catrinel Marinescu, M.D.
Yao Chen, Ph.D.
David Lam, M.D.
James Reid, M.D.
Christopher Todd, M.D.

2nd Year
Maria Afandor, M.D.
Sonika Saddar, Ph.D.
Nathan Sundgren, M.D, Ph.D.

1st Year
Jose Barrera, Ph.D.
Natalie Frost, M.D.
Wan-Ru Lee, Ph.D.
Anne Mahan, M.D.
Elizabeth Persad, M.D.
David Pyle (Graduate Student)
Parth Shah, Ph.D
Victoria Ulrich (Graduate Student)

Anupama Aditham, M.S.
   Research Associate
Mohamed Ahmed, B.S.
   Research Technician II

   Senior Research Associate

   Research Associate
Ken Chambliss, Ph.D.
   Senior Research Scientist
Naeun Cheong, Ph.D.
   Senior Research Scientist
Caroline Dong, Ph.D. 
   Research Associate
Daniel Han, B.S.
   Research Assistant I

Kevin Han, B.A.
   Research Technician I
Susan Legan, Ph.D.
   Senior Research Associate
Jie Liao, Ph.D.
   Senior Research Associate
Jason Mitchell
   Research Technician II
Janet Thornton, B.S.
   Senior Research Associate
Junko Umetani, B.S.
   Research Assistant II
Haiming Xu, Ph.D.
   Senior Research Associate
Ivan S. Yuhanna, M.S.
   Senior Research Associate
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Faculty (research interests)

Philip W. Shaul, M.D.

Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D.

Michelle A. Gill, Ph.D, M.D.

Ruth Levitz, Ph.D.

tissues by mass spectroscopy

conditions for autostimulation of macrophage cell-line in culture 
by truncated substance P
Chieko Mineo, Ph.D.

endothelial cell function

endothelial cell function

syndrome
Julio Pérez-Fontán, M.D.

Rashmin C. Savani, M.B.Ch.B.

using transgenic and knockout mice, in particular CD44 and 
RHAMM

and hormonal regulation of alveogensis) to determine the regulation of this intricate process

caveolae that regulate macrophage, endothelial and vascular smooth-muscle cell migration
Michihisa Umetani, Ph.D.

Olatunji W. Williams, M.D.
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Fellows (research interests)

Maria Afandor, M.D.

Joseph Barrera, Ph.D.

Katherine Bennett, M.D.

Yao Chen, Ph.D.

Natalie Frost, M.D.

Hongmei Jiang, Ph.D.

David Lam, M.D.

Anne Mahan, M.D.

Rodica Catrinel Marinescu, M.D.

angiogenesis
Sarah Oltmann, M.D.

Elizabeth Persad, M.D.

James Reid, M.D.

Sonika Saddar, Ph.D.

Parth Shah, Ph.D.

Nathan Sundgren, M.D., Ph.D.

Keiji Tanigaki, Ph.D.

Christina Tarango, M.D.

Christopher Todd, M.D.

mechanisms
Qian Wu, Ph.D.

Presentations/Teaching Activities
The primary teaching activities of the Pulmonary and Vascular Biology faculty occur at the laboratory bench. 
There they train residents, clinical pediatric subspecialty fellows, graduate students and Ph.D. post-doctoral 
fellows in pulmonary biology research and vascular biology research. Pulmonary and Vascular Biology 
faculty also perform didactic teaching in various settings and make presentations at national and international 
meetings.
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Philip W. Shaul, M.D.

Elliott Memorial Lecture, Austin, TX, October 2008

School of Medicine, MA, January 2009

Molecular Medicine Series, Tufts Medical Center, Boston, MA, January 2009

Joseph B. Warshaw Lecture, Association of Medical School Pediatric Department Chairs/Frontiers in 
Science Meeting, Savannah, GA, March 2009

Genome Research Institute, OH, April 2009

Grand Rounds, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, September 2009

Research Conference, Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Harvard Medical School, Boston, September 2009

Society of Nephrology Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, 
October 2009

for Free Radical Biology and Medicine, San Francisco, CA, November 2009
Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D.

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, October 2008

Research, Akron, OH, July 2009

Sommerville, NJ, July 2009

2009

General Hospital Center for Systems Biology, Boston, October 2009
Michelle Gill, Ph.D., M.D.

Children’s, January 2009

2009
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Chieko Mineo, Ph.D.

Rheumatology Meeting, San Francisco, CA, November 2008

B Type I (SR-BI) Selectively Inhibit the Cholesterol Sensing that is Required for HDL-initiated Intracellular 

Rashmin C. Savani, M.B.,Ch.B.

Pediatrics NCE Meeting, Washington, DC, October 2008

Rico, November 2009 
Margaret Schwarz, M.D.

Research Conference, UT Southwestern, September 2008

December 2008

UT Southwesern, January 2009

Biology and Medicine, Indianapolis, June 2009
Michihisa Umetani, Ph.D.

Olatunji W. Williams, M.D.

Baltimore, MD, May 2009

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Philip W. Shaul, M.D.

Southwestern Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D.

Michelle Gill, Ph.D., M.D.

Protocol Team, NIH/NIAID Inner City Asthma Consortium

Pulmonary and Vascular Biology is one of but a handful of research divisions 
in pediatric departments nationwide.
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Pulmonary and Vascular Biology

Julio Pérez Fontán, M.D.

Rashmin C. Savani, M.B.,Ch.B.

Journal of Biological Chemistry and American Journal of Physiology-Lung Cell 
and Molecular Physiology

Journal of Clinical Investigation
Margaret Schwarz, M.D.

Olatunji W. Williams, M.D.

Awards and Honors
Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D.

Margaret Schwarz, M.D.

Michihisa Umetani, Ph.D.
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Respiratory Medicine

Children with Cystic Fibrosis
Have a Friend in

Dr. Claude Prestidge



Faculty
Julio Pérez Fontán, M.D.

summa cum laude



Respiratory Medicine

Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D. 

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:  cum laude

Post-doctoral training: 

Steven C. Copenhaver, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Andrew S. Gelfand, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Peter M. Luckett, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Tanya M. Martinez-Fernandez, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

S. Kamal Naqvi, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Claude B. Prestidge, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:
Education: 
Post-doctoral training:

Yadira M. Rivera-Sanchez, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training: 

Peter N. Schochet, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Respiratory Medicine

Felix R. Shardonofsky, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training: 

Olatunji W. Williams, M.D.

Clinical/research expertise:

Education:
Post-doctoral training:

Clinical/Research Staff

Suja Abraham, RN

Barbara Baum, LMSW

Genelle Beerbower, RD, CSP, LD

Linda Blane, RN

Amy Boronow, RN, BSN

Beth Coleman, RN, MSN, CPNP

Cindy Contreras, MA

Ashlee Dillow, RRT

Katherine Gapp, RN, MSN, CPNP

Jamie Grollman, Ph.D.

Andrew Hebert, BSRC, RRT, RCP

Maria Izaguirre, MA

LuAnn Jackson, RRT, CPFT

Paul Klemm, RRT, RPFT

Elizabeth Lopez, MA

Robin Luffy, RN, MSN, CPNP

Vivian Ojeda, MA

Poonam Patel, RN, BSN

Pamela Petersen, RN

Jennifer Powell, RN, BSN, MHA



Rebecca Richardson, RD, LD

Rachel Rosen, RN, MSN, CPNP

William Ruiz, RRT, AE-C

Laura Smith, RRT-NPS, RPFT, AE-C

Margaret Smith, RN, BSN

Brenda Urbanczyk, RN, BSN, BBA

Guadalupe Villarreal, RRT

Christine Wagner, RN, CPNP

Research Activities



Respiratory Medicine

Clinical Activities



Pulmonary Aerodigestive Disorders Clinic (PAD)

Asthma Outpatient Services

Cystic Fibrosis Care and Teaching Center



Respiratory Medicine

Neuromuscular Disorders Clinic

Pulmonary Hypertension Clinic

Sleep Disorders Center

 

Presentations/Teaching Activities

Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D.



S. Kamal Naqvi, M.D.

Major Administrative or Leadership Responsibilities
Julio Pérez Fontán, M.D.

Carolyn L. Cannon, M.D., Ph.D.

Andrew S. Gelfand, M.D.

Peter M. Luckett, M.D.

Tanya M. Martinez-Fernandez, M.D.

S. Kamal Naqvi, M.D.

Yadira M. Rivera-Sanchez, M.D.

Peter N. Schochet, M.D.

Felix R. Shardonofsky, M.D.

Olatunji W. Williams, M.D.



Rheumatology

The Division of Pediatric Rheumatology at UT Southwestern 
serves as the major resource for Pediatric Rheumatology in 
North Texas. Its clinics are unique in the region and are staffed 

Texas.

as a Master of the American College of Rheumatology. It has 
continuously trained fellows from all over the world for more 

each month to one of the country’s largest clinics for children 
with rheumatic diseases.

The rheumatology clinics at Children’s and Texas Scottish Rite 

Faculty
Marilynn G. Punaro, M.D.

and systemic onset arthritis.  Dr. Punaro received her medical degree from Tulane University School of 

of treatment guidelines for juvenile arthritis.

Marilynn G. Punaro, M.D.
Director, Pediatric Rheumatology



Alisa C. Gotte, M.D., M.S.C.S.
Instructor
Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Katherine L. Madson, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Lorien Nassi, M.D.
Instructor
Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Matthew L. Stoll, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise:

arthritis
Education:

Post-doctoral training:

Tracey B. Wright, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Clinical/research expertise:

Education:

Post-doctoral training:



Rheumatology

Post-doctoral Fellows and Clinical/Research Staff
Fellows

2nd year

1st year

Research Staff

Heather M. Benham, ND, RN, CPNP

Shirley H. Henry, RN, PNP
   
Jolene Wesley, RN
   TSRHC Nurse Coordinator
Alex Almanza, LVN
   TSRHC Nurse Coordinator

Research Activities
The Division of Pediatric Rheumatology is actively involved in both translational and clinical research 

a Phase I trial.

clinical disease activity. 

UT Southwestern is the only pediatric 
center in Texas participating in the 



genetic information for use in future investigations. 

Clinical Activities

        

Juvenile Arthritis    796
    128
    101
    48

671
           1,744

2008-2009 Active Rheumatology Patients

Outpatient clinic visits handled by staff   4,941
    460
    796
    657



Rheumatology

Presentations/Teaching Activities

of this elective are to:

Punaro is Program Director. She also serves as faculty for the Internal Medicine Rheumatology training 

Marilynn G. Punaro, M.D.

 



Southwestern represent 45 percent of all 



Rheumatology

Alisa C. Gotte, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Major Administrative or Leadership 
Responsibilities
Marilynn G. Punaro, M.D.

Alisa C. Gotte, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Awards and Honors
Marilynn G. Punaro, M.D.

Texas Monthly

Alisa C. Gotte, M.D., M.S.C.S.

Matthew L. Stoll, M.D., Ph.D.
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Grants

NIH and Other Government Grants and Contracts

James F. Amatruda, M.D., Ph.D.

Theresa Barton, M.D.

Michel Baum, M.D.

Kamal Bharucha, M.D.

George R. Buchanan, M.D.

Scott Cameron, M.D., Ph.D.

Deborah Carlson, Ph.D.



Matthew J. Cox, M.D.

Ralph DeBerardinis, M.D., Ph.D.

 Andrew P. Feranchak, M.D.

Vidu Garg, M.D.

Michelle Gill, Ph.D., M.D.

Halim Hennes, M.D.

Michele R. Hutchison, M.D., Ph.D.

Janna Journeycake, M.D., M.S.

Steven Kernie, M.D.

Bassil M. Kublaoui, M.D.



Grants

Fangming Lin, M.D.
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