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Welcome to the Inaugural UT System  

AI Symposium in Health Care

Artificial intelligence (AI) has the potential to revolutionize biomedical research, 

health care, and education. However, this excitement is balanced by concerns 

of over-inflated expectations, errors, and biases. The UT System AI Symposium 

in Health Care aims to bridge the gap between cutting-edge methodology and 

current applications. We hope to create a collaborative space that brings together 

researchers, clinicians, educators, and students to: 

Explore current AI activities:  

Learn about the latest AI initiatives and breakthroughs in the health care domain.

Forge new collaborations:  

Connect with fellow UT System researchers, practitioners, and innovators.

Uncover diverse AI possibilities:  

Delve into the multifaceted applications of AI in health care.

Join us for an enlightening event where knowledge converges, ideas flourish,  

and the future of AI-enhanced health care takes shape.
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Time  Agenda     

1-1:20 p.m.  Introductions:

   W. P. Andrew Lee, M.D.      
        Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, Provost, and Dean   
   UT Southwestern Medical School 
 
   Welcome Remarks:  
   John M. Zerwas, M.D., FASA  
   Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 
   The University of Texas System 
    
   Daniel K. Podolsky, M.D. 
   President of UT Southwestern Medical Center 
 
1:20-2 p.m.  Keynote Address: AI in Health Care 
   Nigam Shah, M.B.B.S., Ph.D.  
   Chief Data Scientist    
   Stanford Health Care 
 
2-3 p.m.  Panel Discussion: AI Across the UT Health System 

   Moderator:  
   Eric Peterson, M.D., M.P.H. 
   Vice Provost and Senior Associate Dean for Clinical Research 
    UT Southwestern 

   Panelists:

        a.  The Honorable Tan Parker 
                     Texas Senate District 12

        b.  Claudia Lucchinetti, M.D. 
                     Dean of Dell Medical School 
                     Senior Vice President for Medical Affairs          
                  UT Austin 
 
                c.  Jonathan Efron, M.D. 
                     Executive Vice President for Health System Affairs   
                     UT Southwestern 
 
        d.  Jiajie Zhang, Ph.D. 
                     Dean of the School of Biomedical Informatics 
                    UTHealth Houston 
 
                e.  Dan Shoenthal 
                     Chief Innovation Officer and Vice President of Innovation 
                    MD Anderson Cancer Center 
 
        f.   Nigam Shah, M.B.B.S., Ph.D. 
                    Stanford Health Care 

Thursday, May 30 • Noon-7 p.m.
Tom and Lula Gooch Auditorium (C)
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Time  Agenda     

3-3:15 p.m.  Break   
 
3:15-4 p.m.  Plenary Session 1: Role of AI in Health Care I 
 
   Chair:  
   Yang Xie, Ph.D. 
   Associate Dean of Data Sciences 
   UT Southwestern 
 
   1.  Presentation: AI in Medical Imaging  
         Presenter: Joseph Maldjian, M.D. 
                        Professor of Radiology 
                        UT Southwestern 
 
   2.  Presentation: AI in Clinical Risk Prediction 
         Presenter: Jia Wu, Ph.D. 
                      Assistant Professor of Imaging Physics 
                        MD Anderson Cancer Center 
 
   3.  Presentation: Leveraging AI for Enhanced Clinical Operations 
         Presenter: Steve Jiang, Ph.D. 
                   Vice Chair of Digital Health and AI 
                           UT Southwestern 
 
4-4:15 p.m.  Break  

4:15-5 p.m Plenary Session 2: Role of AI in Health Care II 
 
   Chair: Hongfang Liu, Ph.D. 
              Vice President of Learning Health System 
      UTHealth Houston 
 
   1.  Presentation: Privacy Issues in Large Language Models  
                               and Mitigation Strategies 
 
        Presenter: Xiaoqian Jiang, Ph.D. 
                  Associate Vice President of Medical AI 
                          UTHealth Houston 
 
   2.  Presentation: Equity by Design: A Blueprint for AI-Driven Health   
        Care Transformation 
        Presenter: Andrea Cooley, D.O. 
                        Assistant Professor of Medical Education   
                                       UT Tyler School of Medicine 
 
   3.  Presentation: AI Ethics and Regulations 
        Presenter: Susan Fenton, Ph.D. 
                   Vice Dean for Education 
                          UTHealth Houston 

5-7 p.m.  Poster session, happy-hour networking 

   

   7:30-8 a.m. Breakfast 
 
8-8:05 a.m. Welcome Remarks: The Future of UT System Collaborative Research  
   Eric Peterson, M.D., M.P.H.     
   UT Southwestern    

Friday, May 31 • 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tom and Lula Gooch Auditorium (C) 
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Time  Agenda     

8:05-8:45 a.m.  Keynote Address: The Future of Science and Technology with AI 
   Peter Stone, Ph.D. 
   Truchard Foundation Chair in Computer Science and University  
   Distinguished Teaching Professor in the Department of Computer   
   Science  
   UT Austin  
   
8:45-8:50 a.m. Remarks: The Honorable Giovanni Capriglione 
   Texas House of Representatives District 98 
 
 
8:50-9:15 a.m. Panel Discussion: AI Technology and Science  
     
   Moderator:  
   Joan Conaway, Ph.D. 
   Vice Provost and Dean of Basic Research 
   UT Southwestern 
 
   Panelists: 

         a.  Xiaoqian Jiang, Ph.D 
                     Chair of Department of Data Science and Artificial Intelligence 
                   UTHealth Houston

         b.  Peter Stone, Ph.D. 
                      Truchard Foundation Chair in Computer Science and University  
                   Distinguished Teaching Professor in the Department  
                      of Computer Science   
                       UT Austin

         c.  Daniel Stromberg, M.D. 
                   Director of Pediatric Cardiac Critical Care for the  
             Texas Center for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Disease 
                       UT Austin, Dell Medical School 
 
9:15-9:30 a.m.             Break

9:30-10:15 a.m.            Plenary Session 3: AI Methodology and Science 
 
                           Chair:  
   Ying Ding, Ph.D. 
   Bill & Lewis Suit Professor at School of Information 
                           UT Austin 
 
                          1.  Presentation: Can We Build a Foundation Model for MRI? 
        Presenter: Jon Tamir, Ph.D. 
                 Assistant Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
                 UT Austin 
 
                           2.  Presentation: AI for T-Cell Receptor Discovery  
        Presenter: Tao Wang, Ph.D. 
                 Associate Professor of the Quantitative Biomedical   
                  Research Center 
                         UTSouthwestern 
 
                           3.  Presentation: Health Care Foundation Model 
         Presenter: Degui Zhi, Ph.D., M.S. 
                 Chair, Department of Bioinformatics  
                  and Systems Medicine     
                                                UTHealth Houston 
 
10:15-10:30 a.m.          Break 

Friday, May 31 • 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tom and Lula Gooch Auditorium (C)
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V

Time  Agenda      
 
 10:30-11:15 a.m.          Breakout Session I 
 
                          1.   Presentation: Leveraging AI to Facilitate Precision Education  
 
                              Chair:  
                                           Andrea Cooley, D.O. 
                                   Assistant Professor of Medical Education 
      UT Tyler School of Medicine 
 
                                Presenters: 

                                          a.  Diego Niño, M.D., Ph.D. 
               Associate Professor of Cellular Biology & Pharmacology 
               Florida International University 

                                          b.  Lin Lipsmeyer, Ed.D. 
               Department Chair and Professor of Teaching & Learning 
                     Southern Methodist University 

                                          c.  Toufeeq Syed, Ph.D. 
               Associate Professor and Assistant Dean of Education 
                      UTHealth Houston  
 
                                     2.   Presentation: Early Experiences with AI Embedded in the  
        Electronic Health Record and Clinical Practice     
         Chairs:  
         DuWayne Willett, M.D. 
         Chief Medical Informatics Officer  
          UT Southwestern 
 
         Peter McCaffrey, M.D. 
         Director, Division of Bioinformatics and Artificial 
         Intelligence 
         The University of Texas Medical Branch 
      
         Presenters: 

                                          a.  Carlos Clark 
               Chief Medical Information Officer 
                     The University of Texas Medical Branch 

                                          b.  Yee Seng Ng, M.D. 
               Assistant Professor of Radiology                      
               UT Southwestern
                           3.  Presentation: AI in Medical Imaging 
        Chairs:  
        Guanghua Xiao, Ph.D. 
        Professor at the O'Donnell School of Public Health         
        UT Southwestern 
 
        Jia Wu, Ph.D. 
        Assistant Professor of Imaging Physics 
        MD Anderson Cancer Center 

        Presenters: 
      
                                       a.  Junzhou Huang, Ph.D. 
             Professor of Computer Science and Engineering 
                      UT Arlington  
 
                                       b.  Baowei Fei, Ph.D. 
              Professor of Bioengineering and Computer Science 
             UT Dallas
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Time  Agenda      
 
                                       c.  Ganesh Sankaranarayanan, Ph.D. 
               Associate Professor of Surgery  
                     UT Southwestern 
 
               4.  Presentation: AI in Brain Health 
         Presenters:  

                                          a.  Igor Zwir, Ph.D. 
               Associate Professor of Neuroscience 
                     UTRGV School of Medicine 

                                       b.  David Paydarfar, M.D. 
               Chair of Neurology 
                                             UT Austin, Dell Medical School 

                                          c.  Gabriel de Erausquin 
               Professor of Neurology 
                     UT Health San Antonio 

                                          d.  Alexander Huth, Ph.D. 
               Assistant Professor of Neuroscience and Computer Science 
                     UT Austin 

                                       e.  Ramiro Salas, Ph.D. 
               Associate Professor of Psychiatry Research  
                     Baylor College of Medicine  
 
11:15-11:30 a.m.         Break 
 
11:30-12:15 a.m.          Breakout Session II 
 
                          1.   Presentation: Innovation, Tech Transfers, and Collaborations 
                               with Vendors 
        Presenters:  

                                          a.  Stephen Ekker, Ph.D. 
               Associate Dean of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
                     UT Austin 

                                       b.  Mark Arnold 
               Associate Vice President for Discovery to Impact 
                                             UT Austin 

                  c.  Kal Clark, M.D. 
               Clinical Vice Chair of Informatics 
                     UT Health San Antonio 

                                       d.  Isamu Hartman, Ph.D., M.B.A. 
               Assistant Director of Technology Commercialization  
                     UT Southwestern  

                                       e.  Bryan Chambers 
               Co-Founder and President  
                     Capital Factory  
 
   2.   Presentation: AI in Biomedical Discovery 
        Chairs:  
         Milo Lin, Ph.D. 
       Assistant Professor, Lyda Hill Department of Bioinformatics 
        UT Southwestern  
 
        Zhongming Zhao, Ph.D., M.S. 
      Chair and Director of the Center for Precision Health 
        UTHealth Houston

Friday, May 31 • 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
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VII

Time  Agenda     

11:30-12:15 a.m.          Breakout Session II   
        Presenters: 

                                          a.  Wenjin Jim Zheng, Ph.D. 
               Director of the Data Science and Informatics Core  
                for Cancer Research 
                     UTHealth Houston 

                                       b.  Yidong Chen, Ph.D. 
               Professor of Microbiology, Immunology, and  
                Molecular Genetics 
               UT Health San Antonio 
 
   3.   Presentation: Health Care AI Ethical Framework and Regulations 
        Presenters:  

                                          a.  Susan Fenton, Ph.D. 
               Vice Dean for Education      
               UTHealth Houston 

                b.  Amar Yousif, M.B.A. 
               Vice President and Chief Information Officer 
               UTHealth Houston 

                                       c.  Susan McBride, Ph.D., RN-BC 
               Associate Dean of Research 
                                             UT Tyler 
 
   4.   Presentation: Large Language Models and Natural Language   
         Processing 
         Presenters:  

                 a.  Elmer Bernstam, M.D., M.S.E. 
               Director of the Biomedical Informatics Group at  
              UTHealth’s Center for Clinical and Translational Sciences 
                     UTHealth Houston 

                b.  Xiaoqian Jiang, Ph.D. 
               Associate Vice President of Medical AI 
               UTHealth Houston 

                c.  DuWayne Willett, M.D. 
               Chief Medical Informatics Officer 
               UT Southwestern 

                                       d.  Degui Zhi, Ph.D., M.S. 
               Chair, Department of Bioinformatics and Systems Medicine 
                                             UTHealth Houston 
 
12:15-1:15 p.m.  Lunch 
 
1:15-2:15 p.m.  1.   Presentation: Industry and Academic Partnership 
  
   Moderators: 
    
   Russell Poole, M.B.A. 
   Vice President for Information Resources and Chief Information Officer 
   UT Southwestern 
 
   Eric Peterson, M.D., M.P.H.     
   UT Southwestern  

         a.  David C. Rhew, M.D. 
                     Global Chief Medical Officer & VP of Healthcare  
                     Microsoft 
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Time  Agenda      

1:15-2:15 p.m.               b.  Christine Tsien Silvers, M.D., Ph.D.  
               Healthcare Executive Advisor                                 
               Amazon Web Services 

                c.  Alexander "Sasha" Sicular  
               Executive Lead of Healthcare and Life Sciences   
                   Google Public Sector 

                d.  Tyler Rorabaugh  
               Distinguished Researcher     
               Palo Alto Networks

2:15-3 p.m. Plenary Session 4: One UT Health System  
   AI Collaboration Strategy Panel Discussion 
     
   Moderator:  
   SuRon Green 
   Executive Director, The University of Texas Health  
   Intelligence Platform (UT-HIP) 
   UTHealth Houston 
 
   Panelists: 

              a.  Edward Sankary, M.D. 
               Chief Health Informatics Officer, Regional  
               Physician Network 
                     UT Health San Antonio 

                 b.  Peter McCaffrey, M.D. 
                    Assistant Professor of Pathology, Director of Pathology  
                                                            Informatics and Laboratory Information Systems 
                       University of Texas Medical Branch

                 c.  Eric Martinez, M.S. 
                Assistant Director of Business Intelligence  
                and Enterprise Engineering 
               UTRGV School of Medicine 
 
          d.  Xiaoquian Jiang, Ph.D. 
                Associate Vice President of Medical AI 
               UTHealth Houston 

                                       e.  DuWayne Willett, M.D. 
               Chief Medical Informatics Officer 
               UT Southwestern Health System                                               

         f.   Zain Kazmi 
               Officer in Health Affairs 
                                            University of Texas System 
 

3-3:20 p.m.  Break  

3:20-4:45 p.m. Abstract Presentations

   Joan Conaway, Ph.D. 
   Professor, Vice Provost and Dean of Basic Research 
   UT Southwestern

4:45-5 p.m. Closing Remarks 
  
   Eric Peterson, M.D., M.P.H. 
   Professor, Vice Provost and Senior Associate Dean  
   for Clinical Research 
   UT Southwestern

Friday, May 31 • 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tom and Lula Gooch Auditorium (C)
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