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Goals for Session

ÅEncourage you to improve your teaching by 

consulting useful resources

ÅIncrease your awareness of resources available 

to improve your teaching  



ñMore important than the 

curriculum is the question of 

the methods of teaching and 

the spirit in which the 

teaching is given.ò

Bertrand Russell

English Philosopher 1872 - 1970



Good to Great

ñGreatness is not a function of circumstance.

Greatness, it turns out, is largely a matter of

conscious choice and discipline.ò

-- Jim Collins

http://www.amazon.com/Good-Great-Companies-Leap-Others/dp/0066620996


For the Basic Scientist, 

Clinician and Health 

Professional



Session Format

ÅResources for Basic Science Teachers

ïHow to write Learning Objectives

ïDeveloping a better Syllabus

ïTeaching Formats

ÅLectures

ÅSmall Group

ïWriting test questions



Session Format

ÅResources for Clinical Science Teachers

ïHow to write Learning Objectives

ïDeveloping a better Syllabus

ïTeaching Formats

ÅLectures

ÅSmall Group

ïWriting test questions

ïBedside Teaching



Resources for Teachers on the 

UT Southwestern Web site

Session Format



Goals vs. Learning Objectives

ÅGoals are broad; objectives are narrow. 

ÅGoals are general intentions; objectives are 

precise. 

ÅGoals are intangible; objectives are tangible. 

ÅGoals are abstract; objectives are concrete. 

ÅGoals can't be validated as is; objectives 

can be validated. 



Learning Objectives

ÅLearning objectives should be stated in 

terms of what the learner will do rather than 

what the teacher will do

ÅDefines expected outcomes of instruction 
for both teachers and learners
ïKnowledge

ïSkills

ïAttitudes

ÅProvides guidance for teaching and testing

See ETS Archives - Wagner Oct. 2007

Future ETS ïWagner  Mar. 2010



Bloomôs Taxonomy:
Levels of cognitive objectives

Knowledge

Comprehension

Application

Analysis

Synthesis

Evaluation

Six cognitive performance levels:

Bloom BS, ed. (1956).  Taxonomy of educational objectives.  New York: Longmans.



Syllabus

ETS ïCuthbert and Vitetta  Oct. 2003

Future ETS ïBotterman Mar. 2010



How We Teach

ÅNOW:  Lecture/textbook/syllabus, plus:

ÅClass discussion

ÅLab

ÅSmall Group Discussion

ÅNEW CHALLENGE:

ÅMore powerful kinds of LEARNING require 

more powerful kinds of TEACHING.

Multiple ETS ïSmall Group, Large Group, 

Audience Response, Preparing and Presenting

an Effective Lecture




