
 

 
 
 
 
 

BE A PART OF THE FUTURE! 
 

UT Southwestern Medical Center is one of the world’s foremost research institutions 
with four active Nobel laureates, more than any other medical school in the world, 16 
members of the National Academy of Sciences, and 19 members of its Institute of 

Medicine.  We have more than 2,500 research projects under way and are leading the 
way in a new era of scientific discovery in the 21st century.   

 
Objective:  Each summer, the STARS Program at UT Southwestern Medical Center offers 

opportunities for students to work one-on-one with faculty researchers on an investigative project 
in a laboratory setting.  This program provides meaningful experiences in biomedical research to 
encourage students to consider careers in the sciences.  As part of the requirements of the 
program, each student will give an oral presentation of their experimental results and will present 
highlights of their experience to classmates at their home campus during their senior year. 

 
Eligibility:  Applicants must be at least 16 years old by June 1, 2009, and be currently classified as 

a junior and enrolled in high school in the Dallas Independent School District.  Criteria used to 
select candidates are class rank, standardized test scores, essay and personal interview.  While an 
interest in science is very helpful for candidates, a strong willingness to learn and an enjoyment 
of the process of discovery are much more important than a background in the biological 
sciences. 

 
Compensation: The eight-week program will begin on June 8 and end on July 31, 2009.  This 

program is a FULL TIME (M-F, 8hrs/day) commitment and will require a considerable amount 
of time and effort on the part of the participants, therefore, no other major activities should be 
planned for the duration of the program. A stipend of $2500 will be paid to each student to 
compensate for any possible loss of income that this may cause. 

 
How to apply: Students must provide a completed application form including: a personal essay, 
letters of recommendation from two teachers, a copy of SAT, PSAT or ACT scores, and official high 
school grade transcripts.   

ONLINE APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.UTSOUTHWESTERN.EDU/STARS 

 
Application materials must be POSTMARKED and/or received by  

4p.m. on Friday, Feb. 6, 2009. 
 

If you would like to obtain an application or need additional information please contact: 
 

STARS Summer Research Program for Students 
UT Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas 

5323 Harry Hines Blvd. 
Dallas, TX  75390-9137 

(214) 648-9505 
Fax (214) 648-9508 

STARSmail@UTSouthwestern.edu 



 
 

STARS Summer Research Program for Students 
The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas 

 
Instructions:  Complete the form below.  Be sure to include all requested information.  In order for your application 
to be considered you must include all of the items listed at the bottom of this form.  This application and all 
supporting documents must be postmarked by 4 pm on Friday, Feb. 6, 2009.  All applicants will be notified in 
writing as to whether or not they have been accepted.  Final selections will be based on strength of application and 
personal interview.  
 
(Please Type or Print) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Date of Birth 

Street Address City 

Home Phone E-mail Address Grade Level 
 

   11th 
School Name 

� Native-born or naturalized citizen    
 
� Permanent resident (“green” card) 
 

    � Other _____________________________     
      If “other,” do you have authorization for work?  Y / N

Citizenship Status Ethnicity:   For HR purposes only.
____White, not Hispanic 
____Black or African-American 
____Hispanic 
____Native American/ American Indian 
____Asian-American/ Pacific Islander 
____Other (please describe) 

School District 
 

Dallas Independent School District 

Class Rank / Class Size 

Zip Code 

Social Security Number 

Please include the following items with your completed application form. 

Essay: Your essay should NOT exceed two, double-spaced pages.  Describe yourself and discuss EACH of the 
following as part of your essay.   You are NOT limited to these areas. 
1) important academic experiences in science  
2) important academic experiences in other areas  
3) extracurricular activities that have influenced you in a positive way 
4) community service activities that have influenced you in a positive way   
5) how your experiences, including participation in this program, will influence your plans for the future.   

Standardized Test Scores: Include a Photocopy of your scores from the PSAT, SAT or ACT exams.   

Grade Transcripts: Include an official copy of your current high school transcripts. If your transcript does not 
include your First Semester Junior Year grades, please provide a copy of your report card along with your transcript. 

Letters of Recommendation: Include two letters of recommendation on official school letterhead: one from a high 
school science teacher, and one from any other teacher you have had.  The letters should include but are not 
limited to a description of your capabilities as a student, a discussion of your character traits, and give specific 
reasons why you are well suited for participation in the program. 
 

All application materials must be postmarked by 4 pm on Friday, Feb. 6, 2009. 
If you choose to submit your application via fax, be sure to also submit the original documents by mail.  

 Postmarked by Feb. 6, 2009. 
 

Completed applications and inquiries should be directed to: 
 

STARS Summer Research Program for Students 
UT Southwestern Medical Center 

5323 Harry Hines Blvd. 
Dallas, Texas  75390-9137 

214-648-9505 
Fax 214-648-9508 

STARSmail@utsouthwestern.edu 
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