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EDUCATION:  
 1986 B.A.   The University of Texas at Austin.  
 1991 M.S. (Immunology) The University of Texas Health Science Center, at   
     Houston, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, 
     M.D. Anderson Cancer Center  
 1993 Ph.D. (Immunology) The University of Texas Health Science Center, at   
     Houston, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, 
     M.D. Anderson Cancer Center  
 
POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING: 
 Research Fellowships: 
 1994-1998  Postdoctoral Fellow, Schepens Eye Research Institute, Boston, MA 
    Department of Ophthalmology, Harvard Medical School,  

Boston, MA 
 
FACULTY POSITIONS: 
 1998-2004  Investigator, Schepens Eye Research Institute, Boston, MA 
 1999-2004  Instructor, Department of Ophthalmology, Harvard Medical  

School, Boston, MA 
2004-present Assistant Professor, Department of Ophthalmology, The University 

of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, Dallas, TX 
2007-present               Faculty, UT Southwestern Graduate School of Biomedical 

Sciences, Immunology Program 
2008-present Faculty, UT Southwestern Graduate School of Biomedical 

Sciences, Genetics and Development Program 
2008-present Member, UT Southwestern Simmons Cancer Center Research 

Faculty 
 
PROJECT FUNDING 
Principle Investigator 
NEI   RO1 EY017198  Epigenetic Gene Regulation by the Ocular Environment. 
                                                2/1/2007 - 1/31/2012 
NEI   RO1 EY017198-03S1   ARRA Supplement for Epigenetic Gene Regulation by the Ocular  
               Environment 
Co-Investigator 

NEI RO1 CA30276-27  Immunological Modulation of Ocular Tumor Metastases 
7/01/1981 - 5/31/2012 



Principal Investigator:     Jerry Y. Niederkorn, Ph.D.,   
 
NEI RO1 EY07641-21 Immunobiology of Corneal Allografts 

8/01/1988 - 8/31/2012  
Principal Investigator:     Jerry Y. Niederkorn, Ph.D.   

  
NEI  P30EY020799-01 Core Grant for Vision Research 

6/1/2010 - 5/31/2016 
Principal Investigator:     Jerry Y. Niederkorn, Ph.D.   

 
AWARDS AND HONORS: 
 1989  R. E. "Bob" Smith Predoctoral Fellowship  
 1989  Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences Travel Award  
 1990  American Association for Cancer Research Travel Award 
 1991  Texas Immunology Conference Travel Award   
 1991-1993 NIH Predoctoral Immunology Training Grant 

1993 Sowell-Huggins Scholar, The University of Texas Health Science Center 
at Houston, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences  

 1995-1997 National Research Service Award, 1 F32 EY6606-01, NIH-NEI 
 1995  Bristol-Meyers Oncology Division Travel Award 
 1996-1997 Fight for Sight Research Fellowship  
 1998  National Eye Institute Travel Grant 
 1998  International Society for Eye Research Travel Fellowship 
 
MAJOR COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: 
 1992-1993 Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences Curriculum Committee 

1992-1993 Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences Immunology Program 
Committee – Student Representative 

1997-2000 Computer and Library Resources Committee- Schepens Eye Research 
                        Institute 
1998-2004 Institution Animal Care and Use Committee - Schepens Eye Research 
                        Institute 
2009-  Chair, Immunology Program Postdoctoral Fellowship Steering Committee 

UT Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate School  of Biomedical 
Sciences  

2010-   NIH, NEI Study Section (AED) ad hoc 
 
MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES: 
 American Association of Immunology 

Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 
International Society for Eye Research 
American Association for Cancer Research 

 
MAJOR RESEARCH INTERESTS: 
 1. Epigenetic gene regulation in the ocular environment 
 2. Molecular mechanisms of corneal diseases 

3. Immunobiology of corneal transplantation 
4. Immunobiology and immunotherapy of ocular tumors 
5. Immunobiology of age-related macular degeneration 

 



TRAINING EXPERIENCE: 
 
Undergraduate Students 
Sofia Velez, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 1997. 
 
Predoctoral Students (Mentorship and Committees) : 
Jacobus J.J. Bosch, Schepens Eye Research Institute, Department of Ophthalmology, Harvard 
Medical School, University of Leiden Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands, 1999-2002. 
(Mentor) 
 
Hanneke M. Mensink, Schepens Eye Research Institute, Department of Ophthalmology, Harvard 
Medical School, University of Leiden Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands, 2001-2002. 
(Mentor) 
 
Carolien L. Lindenhovius, Schepens Eye Research Institute, Department of Ophthalmology, 
Harvard Medical School, University of Leiden Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands, 2002. 
(Co-mentor) 
 
Dru Dace, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate Immunology 
Program (Ph.D.), 2003-2006. (Co-mentor; Dissertation Committee) 
 
Terry Coursey, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate Immunology 
Program (Ph.D.), 2006 - present.  (Co-mentor; Dissertation Committee, Chair) 
 
Jacobus J.J. Bosch, M.D., University of Maryland, Baltimore County (Ph.D.), University of 
Leiden Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands, 2006 – present. (Dissertation Committee) 
 
Nancy Reyes, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate Immunology 
Program (Ph.D.), 2007 - present.  (Co-mentor; Dissertation Committee, Chair) 
 
Khrishen Cunnusamy, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Integrated Biology 
Program (Ph.D.), 2007 - 2011.  (Co-mentor; Dissertation Committee) 
 
Alina Montalbano, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate 
Immunology Program (Ph.D.), 2008 - 2010.  (Co-mentor; Dissertation Committee) 
 
Kathryn Paunicka, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate Immunology 
Program (Ph.D.), 2008 - present.  (Co-mentor; Dissertation Committee, Chair) 
 
Leila Sadegh, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate Immunology 
Program (Ph.D.), 2009 - present.  (Mentor) 
 
 
Postdoctoral Fellows: 
 
Wanhua Yang, Department of Ophthalmology, The University of Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center, 2006 – 2009.  (Co-mentor) 
 
 
Teaching Experience: 



 
Schepens Eye Research Institute 
Introduction to Immunology, 2002-2003. 
Ocular Tumor Immunology, 2002-2003. 
 
UT Southwestern Medical Center, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences 
Ethics in Research for Graduate Students, 2009-present. 
Tumor Immunobiology (Non-immunology program graduate students), 2009-present. 
Tumor Immunology (MD/PhD track medical students), 2009-present.  
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